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 Dear Church Family,  

 

  What you have in your hand represents a lot of hard work by our Mount Zion Staff in                              

 2017.  Hopefully, the sacrifices of time and effort during 2017 will help you on your journey                      

 through 2018!  

 

  As you read these daily devotionals, it is our prayer you will not only reflect on their                         

 challenges, but you will pray daily for the staff member who wrote that day’s devotion.  Pray                        

 for their family and their particular area of ministry.  

 

  These devotions follow our “Read Through the Bible” schedule, and it is our prayer you will                      

 do this with us as well.  Hopefully, this book is something you will keep, use in the coming years and 

 that it will be something to pass on to your family years down the road.  

 

  I hope you are as proud of your Church Staff as I am and that you will let them know when a 

 daily reading speaks to you personally and blesses you in some way.  

 

        Love In Christ,  

        Garry Ragsdale 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

January 1 

Genesis 1-3 

 

 

  

“In the beginning God created”, these words define us as well as divide us!  If we do not accept these words, 

the rest of the books of the Bible just become literature.  

 

I had rather put my faith in God than in man, scientist, archaeologist, or college professors.  The list is endless 

of who deny the possibility of the Doctrine of Creation. However, let’s add to that list pastors and seminary 

professors as well.  They have ways of explaining away the creative work that God did as explained here in 

Genesis.  

 

I have no problem looking at this world’s complex universe and accepting it would have only happened by di-

vine design.  I believe it happened in six days, that Adam and Eve were real people and I believe this book 

from Genesis 1 to Revelation 22. I serve a mighty, eternal, all powerful God.  

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Senior Pastor 
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Dr. Craig Reynolds  

January 2                                                                

Genesis 4-6  

 

 

  

 

  

These three chapters show us a picture of man’s sin and God’s response. Cain killed Abel then God gave Ad-

am and Eve their son, Seth. The result was that “men began to call upon the name of the Lord.” Years later the 

world was so evil that God declared a coming judgment. However, through Noah, God allowed a way of es-

cape and salvation if people would only accept it. God never sweeps sin under the rug. He will judge sin and 

has judged sin but also offers forgiveness. 

Today the world is still evil, but God has offered salvation. But just as the ark was the only way to escape the 

flood, Jesus Christ is our only escape from eternal hell. We must call on the Lord and embrace His grace so 

that we can have security through the storms of judgment. 

 

Pray: The penalty of sin is death, but God offers us eternal life through Jesus Christ. If you need to trust Christ 

for salvation you can do that now. If you have trusted and surrendered to Him, then continue to call upon the 

Lord and live securely in His grace. 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Minister of Admin. 

& Education  
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Rick Nabors 

January 3 

Genesis 7-9 

 

 

 

 

 

But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle that were with him in the ark; and God  caused 

a wind to pass over the earth, and the water subsided.  Genesis 8:1 NASB 

 

The Ark was God’s design, not just for Noah’s family, but for all mankind.  Sadly, only eight people accepted 

the grace of God.  Noah’s family entered the Ark, God sealed the door, and the judgment waters covered the 

entire earth.  I have often wondered what Noah and his family must have thought while aboard the Ark.  For 

months Noah and his family lived in a dimly lit, floating barnyard. The days must have been long for this “zoo 

crew” as they found themselves carrying out the exact same schedule each day.  Had God forgotten Noah and 

his family?  Absolutely not! 

 

As Christians, we may have the same question.  In today’s society we often feel surrounded by the world’s wa-

ters.  We find ourselves going about our lives just like the day before-get up, go to work/school, get the kids to 

practice, then rinse and repeat the next day.  The passage before us today serves as a reminder that God re-

members us, just like He remembered Noah.  God remembers us in Salvation.  He has saved (sealed) us from 

the judgment of our sin.  Just like Noah, God has a plan for our lives.  Rest assured that the God of Salvation 

will see us through this life and put us out on dry ground--safe and secure! 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Minister of                         

Worship 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

January 4 

Genesis 10-12 

 

 

 

 

 

“Then they said, ‘Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a 

name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” Genesis 11:4 

 

Many nations and people have made names for themselves. Nazi Germany made its name through the devasta-

tion and genocide that was caused when they believed that they were a superior race. I.S.I.S. made a name for 

themselves through an ideology that has terrorized the world, even today! 

 

It is imperative that we know who we are as a people and as a nation! The moment we lose ourselves and our 

identity, we’ll shape ourselves and others into our own images. We must understand that our image is shaped 

by our passions and when we’re solely passionate over the things of the world, our selfish ambitions and pleas-

ure, we’ll reflect that in our identity. Ask yourself, “What image do I reflect? A life that glorifies God, or a life 

that glorifies self and the world?” Instead of making “a name for ourselves,” let us magnify His! Be passionate 

about Christ! 

 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sr. High Pastor 
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Cindy Thomas 

January 5 

Genesis 13-15 

 

  

 

How is your Vision – Can we see life from God’s Viewpoint? 

 

In these passages in Genesis 13 - 15 we see Abram’s life in a time of great change.  In Genesis 13 he is moving 

his extended family, not just geographically, but changing cultures as well; from Egypt to an unknown land.  

He and his extended family have issues that result in separation, not only geographically but also because of 

quarreling and strife. (Gen 13:8).  In Genesis 14 family ties win out when Abram rescues Lot from the evil 

kings.  Have you had to rescue family members, even when you know they have made wrong choices? 

 

All of this leads us to Genesis 15 – God’s Covenant with Abram.  The promise God gives to Abram is given to 

us as believers as well.  “I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.” (Genesis 15:1b).  Starting in verse 

12 and following we see God’s vision and plan for Abram’s life.  However, Abram did not receive the vision 

in the busyness of his life.  “Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram;” Genesis 

15:12.  What would you give for a time of deep sleep with the added benefit of hearing from the Lord.  Are 

you willing to unplug for 15 minutes of your day and listen for His voice?  Don’t talk or ask – just listen for the 

voice of God to speak over your life. 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Former Children & 

Ladies Leader  
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Greg Ragsdale 

January 6 

Genesis 16-18 

 

 MORE THAN A CHOICE 

 

 

 

I remember the first time I decided that I needed to go on a diet. I spent one day eating sugar-free candy, fat-

free chips, and drinking diet cokes. Other than feeling funny from eating stuff I was not used to eating, there 

were no immediate results. Choices are often that way. We don't see the effects or the consequences of our 

choices so we assume that there are none. When we fail to trust God in an area of our lives where He is asking 

us to trust Him, we tend to put ourselves in charge of our choices and can’t see past the moment. We become 

blind to the consequences of those choices. We are blind to who is affected by those choices. 

  

Sarai and Abram are no different than any of us. They had a desire and a dream to have a baby, but years kept 

going by and they were left with just a broken heart. Sarai came up with a plan that she felt was justified be-

cause God prevented her from having children. She convinced Abram that this would give them everything 

God had promised them and God would bless them. The problem was that it was their plan not God's. 

  

Abraham had a child with the servant Hagar and the child's name was Ishmael. The Bible gives us a picture of 

the results of Abraham and Sarah taking God out of the picture and doing life their way. Ishmael is described 

as wild and untamed, recognized by the religion of Islam as an ancestor to Muhammad. What does that mean? 

It means Abram and Sarai had no clue that the choice they were making, to trust their plan instead of God's, 

had consequences that would affect people for thousands of years to come. We must keep in mind as we read 

these chapters that our choice to not trust God doesn’t just affect us! 

  

Living in His Grip, 

Greg Ragsdale  

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Middle School                      

Pastor 
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Jennifer Harmon 

January 7  

Genesis 19-21 

 

 

 

 

Focal Passage: Genesis 21 

Somehow followers of Jesus believe that the good things that come to us in life are the result of us being good 

or doing kind acts for others. And like the thinking of Job’s friends, they think that bad things that come to us 

in life are the result of us having sin in our lives or participating in evil practices. I do not wish to challenge the 

fact that obedience brings blessing. However, God often allows trials into the life of a faithful Christian to 

bring about growth and maturity. God brings blessing into the life of a Christian despite what he or she has 

done more than because of anything good he has done.  

 

So, Abraham tries to pass Sarah of as his sister, again…not a good or wise choice. Abraham is trying to make 

his own plan instead of following and trusting God’s. Notice that God’s plan was not thwarted because of 

Abraham’s disobedience. The birth of Isaac was promised and so he was born. God kept his promise and it 

happened in his timing. Be encouraged that God’s purposes are never delayed, nor are they ever defeated by 

man’s sin. God’s purposes are certain. What God has promised, He will accomplish. Trust Him!  

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Children’s                    

Administrator 
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Derek McFarland 

January 8  

Genesis 22-24  

 

 

 

 

 

So, a lot is happening in the life of Abraham and his family in these two chapters. We see the well-known story 

of Abraham and Isaac, the story of Abraham burying his dead wife, as well as Abraham’s servant finding a 

wife for Isaac. There is a lot happening in this family’s life and many big events are happening in their lives, 

but this one thing remains, Abraham is still faithful. Many times, in our lives we will go through periods where 

we may feel like life is happening too fast or that there is just too much happening to do this whole spirituality 

thing. And I understand that there are times in my life when I feel the same and surely the same can be said for 

Abraham. But while everything is happening in Abraham’s life, one constant remains and that is the mercies of 

God. We see Abraham going to sacrifice his son, God’s grace is found in the ram; Abraham looking for a place 

to bury his wife, God gave him a tomb; Abraham was looking for a woman to bear the entire future of his fam-

ily name, and God added Rebekah to his family. In our lives, when we are searching apart from God or trying 

to figure this life out without God’s help, God gives us grace in His son Jesus. Today, reflect and know that life 

is chaotic sometimes and that there are times when we may feel like we’ve got this, but know that God’s grace 

is sufficient and have faith that God will provide for you just as he did for Abraham.  

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

College Pastor                

& IT Director 
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Tracy Wills 

January 9 

Genesis 25-27 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the most powerful Bible stories from my childhood was that of Abraham and Isaac. I remember listen-

ing in awe of the commitment and trust that Abraham and Isaac both had for their fathers. We know that Isaac 

was a child of promise. His mother was barren, his father would seek the Lord on her behalf, and they were 

given twins. In chapter 25:21-23, we see that before these two boys were even born the Lord had already se-

lected Jacob as Isaac's successor and the sibling rivalry began. Later in scripture, the rivalry continues as Jacob 

purchases the birthright of Esau and eventually cheats him out of his blessing. Two children from the same 

womb and they were completely different. We see this daily in our own families as well as those we know and 

love.  God can use the struggles and the strengths for His glory as he does in these scriptures. 

 

While others are stuck in the middle of famine, Isaac is blessed with a beautiful wife, thriving crops, and boun-

tiful herds. The bible tells us in chapter 26:5 that he was blessed because his father, Abraham, obeyed the Lord. 

When God blesses Isaac because of Abraham's faithfulness this makes the Philistines jealous and they begin 

filling up the wells once dug by Abraham's servants. (Hmmm-let us fill up the water supply. That will really 

show the one that the Lord has already blessed with plenty). Over and over he carries out the work of his father 

and faces opposition from the jealous “have nots”. He makes the decision to move away from the opposition 

and dispute to "a place of room". Let us pray that our children and grandchildren will also be blessed because 

of our obedience to the Lord.  Let them see us in "a place of room" with the Lord instead of in the place of dis-

pute and opposition with the Philistines. I pray that the Lord will lead me away from those that “fill my wells” 

so that I can enjoy His blessings and continue my Father's work as Isaac did in chapter 26:17-1. 

 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Children’s                    

Director 
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Hillary Folsom 

January 10  

Genesis 28-30 

 

 

 

Love is accepted, not earned. 

So many times, we set our sights on something or someone we want so badly. It could be a mate, someone we 

love so much and want to love us back, or a friend who has drifted away.  It is so easy to try to take control of 

relationships and put our own thoughts and efforts into changing the way a person feels about us. In these pas-

sages, Rachel had a very difficult time letting go of the control in her relationships with others. She seemed to 

want to control the way others viewed and acted toward her and was starved for love.  

The Lord makes it clear he created us to be loved and He sends many to love us. It should be our prayer that 

we can surrender our need to be loved by others to Him. When we accept His love (through salvation) rather 

than trying to earn it (through works), we begin to see ourselves in a new light, a LOVING light, and others 

will too.   

 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Nursery             

Director 
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Teresa Vice 

January 11 

Genesis 31-33 

 

 

 

 

These chapters tell a story that each of us can identify with at some point in our life.  Jacob’s story is one that 

tells of a battle between flesh and spirit.  For some of us: it may be worry with the situation of broken promis-

es, feeling taken advantage of, fear of failure, or weary from disobedience. The list could go on and on, yet we 

allow these circumstances to consume us and keep us from a loving relationship with our heavenly Father. 

 

Jacob finally comes face to face with God and wrestles with Him the entire night. Genesis 32:26 

says, “Jacob would not let go, until the man blessed him.”  For Jacob, a new day was dawning, a fresh start 

was given, and a new name was written.  Where are you?  Are you weary and worn out with wrestling?  If so, 

seek the heavenly father, confess and commit yourself to Him, and start a new day in the presence of the One 

that loves you and will never let go, the One that says do not fear, I will be with you forevermore! 

 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Secretary 
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Rick Nabors 

January 12                                                                                                                                           

Genesis 34-36 

 

 

 

 

So they gave to Jacob all the foreign gods which they had and the rings which were in 

their ears, and Jacob hid them under the oak which was near Shechem.  Genesis 35:4 NASB 

 

 

What a journey for Jacob!  Jacob went from being a schemer that deceived his father by stealing his brother 

Esau’s birthright; to now being told by God to put away the foreign gods (idols), purify himself (wash), and 

change his garments (new clean clothes).  Although Jacob had a “past”, God had a future in mind for him if he 

would be willing to follow the path of righteousness before him.  Jacob did more than put away the idols; he 

buried them!  Because of his obedience, Jacob would now be called “Israel” and was promised a nation that 

would follow his descendants through the ages. 

 

 

The only problem with burying something is remembering what we buried and where we buried it.  Anything 

that comes between us and God is an idol.  We may put it away for a while, only to return later and dig it up 

again.  The task for us today is to bury it, forget it, and never return to it!  Today is the perfect day to dig a 

hole, in Jesus name, and fill it with what has come between us and the Lord.  Then ask the Lord to cover the 

hole with His Grace and Forgiveness. 

 

 

Prayer for today:  Lord I confess that I have put other things before You.  Lord Jesus, I bury them in Your 

name. 

 

 
PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Minister of                         

Worship 
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Mark West                                                                                                                                                                 

January 13                                                                                                                                                

Genesis 37-39       

 

 

 

 

Focus Passage: Genesis 39:1-6 

God was with Joseph. Even though Joseph may have been unsure about the things happening around him, he 

was sure that God had a plan for his life, and he stayed steadfast. He had faith in God even though some tough 

times were about to come. 

 

When, in your life, can you say that you have walked with God and trusted that He would work things out even 

though it may have been hard to? It’s easy to go through the motions and simply live life believing that God is 

working in your life, but the truth is, often there is no fruit of God moving at all. We can’t go behind the scenes 

and know when God is going to do something great. It’s normally when you are at your weakest moment, 

ready to give up and quit, when you realize that He was there with you the whole time. He could have been 

watching your reaction, listening for your prayers, wanting you to walk in integrity, or seeing if you trusted 

Him. He never leaves us alone even though it may feel that way. 

 

If you will wake up daily devoting yourself to Him through reading His word, praying for His guidance, and 

seeking His ways and His will, you will see God doing some of the most amazing things just like He did in Jo-

seph’s life. Stay steadfast! 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sr. High                   

Worship Leader 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

January 14          

Genesis 40 – 42 

 

 

 

 

The story of Joseph is one of the most fascinating in all of scripture.  We have heard people say that a person 

went from “rags to riches”.  Well, Joseph certainly has that testimony.   

 

One day he is in the prison and the next day he was in the palace.  The difficulties of Joseph’s life were in the 

pit, the household of Potiphar and the prison and were all necessary to prepare him to handle the responsibili-

ties he would have in the palace. 

 

Jacob was showing favoritism to Joseph and was willing to make him a leader while learning service first. God 

knew that was not in Joseph’s best interest.  You see biblically Joseph as the second in command of Egypt pre-

paring for the famine to come is a picture of Jesus Christ as a Savior.  

 

Reminder today, you may be in a pit or under a prison of some kind, but God is at work preparing us for a   

Palace.  (John 14:1-4)      

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Senior Pastor 
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Rodney Gardner 

January 15 

Genesis 43-45 

 

 

 

Genesis 45:1-15 

But now, do not therefore be grieved or angry with your selves because you sold me here; for God sent me be-

fore you to preserve life. (v.5) 

 

Today, many believers often examine the scriptures to understand a host of everyday concerns such as work, 

ethics, the church, marriage, finances, loneliness, family, decision making, etc. How did people of Faith in 

Genesis make sense of life’s circumstances? Sometimes God spoke directly to them but in many cases His pur-

poses were not obvious.  

 

In these verses, Joseph speaks of revealing himself to his brothers- brothers who had betrayed and meant only 

harm for him.  Joseph had to wrestle with some tough questions! Why was he wrenched from his family and 

sent to Egypt? Why did he have to spend several years in prison on a trumped up charge? And why, after all 

that, to be elevated to power and prominence of the world’s greatest empire? Where was God? Do you think he 

wondered where God was and why He allowed that to happen? And now, as he faced his brothers, why should 

he show them any mercy?  

 

Joseph took what he knew about God and used it to interpret his experiences. His conclusion? “You meant evil 

against me; but God meant it for good…” (Gen. 50:20).  “You sold me here…” Gen. 45:5. But “God sent me 

before you to preserve life… to preserve a posterity for you in the earth, and to save your lives.” Gen. 45: 7 

In the beginning of this chapter, we see that Joseph lost his composure when he saw his brothers. He trembled 

at the dangers and destruction he had escaped, but rejoiced in what God had fashioned from the circumstances 

of his brothers’ sins. God, not his brothers, sold him into slavery; God used it to preserve His people.  The first 

step in directing our focus through life’s circumstances is perspective…God’s viewpoint. 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Singles                   

Director 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

January 16          

Genesis 46 – 48  

 

 

 

Genesis 46:1 shows us much about the Faith and maturity of Jacob!  “He offers sacrifices 

unto the God of his Father Isaac”.  There was a time when that kind of spiritual maturity was not shown in his 

life.  

 

Jacob has seen a lot over the years and has made a lot of mistakes.  However, it certainly looks like he has 

learned from those mistakes.  What is he trying to discern?  Whether or not it’s God’s will to go into Egypt.   

 

We all make mistakes but the mistakes we could all avoid by learning this lesson early in life instead of late 

like Jacob.  

 

You and I have so much more going for us in this area.  We have God’s complete Word and God’s Holy Spirit.  

So, let’s learn to follow the example of this aged saint and know what ever our decision, we are in God’s             

perfect Will! 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Senior Pastor 
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

January 17                                                   

Genesis 49-50,  Exodus 1                                           

 

 

 

 

In today’s reading, we see the death of Jacob and Joseph. God has used these two men in mighty ways and spe-

cifically He worked through Joseph to save Egypt and surrounding regions in a time of great famine. Joseph 

had risen to the second most powerful man in Egypt and God blessed them during his time there. 

 

In Exodus 1:8 however, we learn that a new king has rose to power who knew nothing of Joseph or his people 

and he began to do horrible things to the Hebrews as a result. Instead of dwelling with the Hebrews and honor-

ing God the new king started systematically killing the baby boys. 

 

Can you remember when God has done great things for you? Do you remember them and still give Him glory 

or has it been so long ago that you have forgotten and as a result gotten mundane in your walk with the Lord? 

It is important that we not only remember ourselves all the great things God has done but also, we should re-

mind our kids and grandkids that we never forget God and turn our back on Him. 

 

Pray and thank God for all He has done for you then ask Him to bring to remembrance the times of blessings 

you have forgotten. Sit quietly for a moment and reflect on all God has done for you. 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Minister of Admin. 

& Education  
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Rick Nabors 

January 18 

Exodus 2-4 

 

 

 

 

 

The LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?” And he said, “A staff.”  Exodus 4:2 NASB 

 

 

Moses had a call on his life to be the deliverer of Israel.  Although God had trained him for forty years, Moses 

still had questions and maybe even a little doubt as to whether he was qualified for the job.  I love the conver-

sation that takes place between the LORD and Moses.  God asks Moses this question, “What is that in your 

hand?” It was an ordinary staff- a common place tool used to tend sheep in those days.  God later demonstrated 

that He could take the ordinary and turn it into the extraordinary.  

 

  

We may not have the exact call of Moses on our lives today, but we have been called to serve the Lord.  We 

can serve with confidence knowing that our God can take the simple things in our lives and use them for His 

purpose and to bring Him glory.  It may be our car keys as we are faithful in going to share the Gospel each 

week or it may be a text message as we check on someone who has been absent from church.  An ink pen may 

be used to write a note of encouragement to someone who has received bad news.  Let’s look around today, for 

the ordinary, and ask God to make it extraordinary. Please remember that whom God calls, He will equip. 

 

 
 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Minister of                         

Worship 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

January 19 

Exodus 5-7 

 

 

 

 

Here, for the first time in the Bible, the term of redemption or to redeem, is spoken. After Pharaoh had           

instructed the Israelites to make bricks without straw, the Israelites groaned against Moses and Aaron. They 

certainly didn’t feel redeemed! Moses returned to the Lord with his concerns and yet, in Exodus 6:2-4, God 

reminded Moses of the covenant He had made with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. In verse 5, God assured Moses 

that He had remembered the covenant and in verse 6, God began to tell Moses that He “will redeem” Israel. 

 

There are many times in our lives where we don’t feel like we’ve been redeemed, meaning freed from bond-

age! We feel as if our anxieties, failures, sins, shame, and guilt hold us in captivity. We are shackled by our 

own devices and yet, we feel as if we must and can make bricks without straw! The world would tell us to 

work for our salvation and often, we act as if that is true. When we take on the role of the redeemer, we’ll al-

ways miss the quota! We must understand that we will be forever indebted to God’s unending grace and our 

redemption can never be earned or deserved! Trust in the promises of God and not in the product of your ef-

forts! The chains of bondage are broken through Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection, not ours! We are not 

our own saviors! I thank God that my being redeemed is not based on how I feel, but it is based on God’s 

“stretched out arm,” His Will! 
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Cindy Thomas 

January 20 

Exodus 8-10  

 

 

 

Frogs and Gnats and Flies, Oh My! 

 

Those plagues!  I cannot even imagine frogs in my house, in my bedroom and in everything I want to cook.  

*There was an Egyptian frog-god, Heket.   I am sure those Egyptians were ready to curse those frogs (gods or 

not).  Pharaoh summons Moses and Aaron and asks them to pray to the LORD to take the frogs away from me 

and my people (vs. 8a).  You see, Pharaoh is powerless against these plagues; his magicians are powerless also.  

He has to rely on Moses, who he despises.   

 

Exodus 9:16 says, “But I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you My power and that 

My Name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”  God’s Name will become great even in this heathen nation.  

  

I don’t know what “plagues” you are going through.  I don’t know if God will remove them or use them to 

make His Name great, but you can rest on this:  God can and will be glorified when we look to Him for our 

relief. 

 

*The Believer's Study Bible 
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Greg Ragsdale 

January 21 

Exodus 11-13 

  
 
 

 
 
MAKE IT COUNT 

 

We are all good at making a commitment; we are not good at keeping them. From the beginning of time God 

has been calling His people to commit and dedicate their lives and their families. From the beginning of time 

people have been good at making a commitment but fail to follow through with that commitment.  

 

  

God gave Moses and Aaron a command to tell the people how to commit to the Lord. God gave the Israelites 

their requirements, their expectations, and their practices that each family was expected to follow. To an out-

sider, the rituals and practices probably seem like nonsense. To some, even within the Israelites it seemed like 

a burden, but to God it was about honor and holiness. He had delivered them from the hand of a Pharaoh and 

He expected them to follow His commands, even if they didn’t understand them. 

 

  

God has called us to dedicate our families to Him. To abide by the requirement, expectation, and practices that 

He has laid out to keep our families on the right path. The path that God has called his children to make may 

not always make sense, but God always has His children’s best interest in mind. We read these stories and we 

see the fruit of those who are faithful to what God directs them to and we read the stories of those who reject 

God. We may not see the immediate fruit of being faithful to commit our families and practices to the Lord.  

However, someday someone will read, hear, or see the fruit of our faithfulness or the disaster of our lack of 

faithfulness. Read Exodus 13:17 and think about this truth. God may not take the shortest route to where He 

wants to take you, but it will be the safest because He has what is best for you in mind. Stay the course and 

trust the plan of God. 

  

Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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Children’s                    

Administrator 

Jennifer Harmon 

January 22 

Exodus 14-16 

 

 

 

 

Focal Passage: Exodus 14:14 

“Be still!” It seems I remember my mother telling me “be still” a million times as I was growing up, especially 

during church. I have heard myself say it a few times working in the Children’s Department at church as well 

as with my own children. There are times in life when that is the best choice, just to be still. When life gets 

overwhelming, be still. When you don’t know what to do next, be still. A wise friend once shared with me, 

“when you don’t know what to do, do what you know to do.” She was encouraging me to stay the course, stay 

faithful and be still. As followers of Jesus, when life is crashing down around us, do we run around with our 

hands in the air in a panic? Or do we trust our Mighty God, knowing He has a plan? The Israelites found them-

selves trapped. Red Sea vs. Pharaoh’s Army. Think about what they must have been thinking and feeling in 

those moments. God told them to do nothing. “Be still.” The LORD will fight for you. He did for the Israelites 

and He will for you.  
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Derek McFarland 

January 23  

Exodus 17-19 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Moses was a great leader and while he still had his flaws people looked to him for guidance and direction.  

What I believe made Moses such an excellent leader was his community. Moses had surrounded himself with 

different people who were better at certain things than he was and where he was weak those people were there 

to support and encourage him. We see Aaron and Hur hold up Moses’ hands so that the Israelites would not be 

defeated. Jethro teaches Moses a lesson in the act of leadership. In your life there will be times when things 

aren’t going your way and you will feel like it is you against the world. So, have those people in your life that 

when you are down, they are there for you to support and encourage you. God never intended us to go through 

life without relationships. God designed us to live in biblical community, we know this because God himself is 

a community. Reach out to your community today and thank them for the grace they show you on your bad 

days. Thank God that you have those people in your life. But most importantly, live in community with God 

and lean on His grace. 
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Tracy Wills  

January 24 

Exodus 20-22 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ten Commandments are one of the things that we strive to teach all of our Mt. Zion children before they 

leave the 4th grade. They learn all 10 fairly, quickly through fun songs and hand motions. It never fails that the 

discussion is always brought about that the children think the commandments are easy to keep. They love the 

one true God and do not have any idols or graven images. They are so young that killing and adultery are 

thankfully not in their thoughts yet. The only things they admit to struggling with is lying and coveting. Most 

of us adults would say the same. We are generally good people and when we look at the Ten Commandments 

we can say that we are living a pretty good life. 

 

 

 When we break the Ten Commandments down, the kids see that maybe they are harder to keep than at first 

glance. How deeply do we as adults look at each commandment? Do we worship only the one true God with 

no other gods in our lives? Little gods in the form of people, work, things, hobbies, addictions, etc. We can all 

hopefully say we have never murdered anyone. But the power of death and life is in the tongue. Do we kill oth-

ers with the words that we say? Are we responsible for the emotional death of others? Stealing isn't just about 

taking things from others. What about keeping what God has abundantly blessed us or and stealing his 10 per-

cent?  And those of us that love our spouse would never cheat on them physically- but by wishing they were 

something they were not designed to be we have cheated them and ourselves out of loving who they already 

are. The Ten Commandments really are not simple at all when you look in depth at each commandment indi-

vidually and apply it to all areas of your life. I challenge the kids to find one commandment that they can work 

on in their everyday lives. I challenge us all to do the same. One day at a time- one commandment at a time.  
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Hillary Folsom 

January 25 

Exodus 23-25  

 

 

 

  

God lays out many specific instructions to the Israelites in these passages. Instructions about keeping crops, 

when to worship and when to rest. The most important was His instruction to them to focus on Him, always. 

During this time, it was easy for the Israelites to become distracted; to get caught up in their neighbor’s beliefs 

and turn from God. Its seems we are living in a similar time now. Our society has become more radical and 

leaning away from God’s ways more than ever before.  

We live among so many different belief systems.  God instructs His followers to maintain a lifestyle that shows 

our faith.  Are you living that life today? With no words and no explanations, can the world see God in you 

each day? 
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Teresa Vice 

January 26 

Exodus 26-28 

 

 

 

These chapters are laid out by God with explicit directions, “leaving nothing merely implied.”  As I studied 

and researched these verses and realized the exquisite design that was put into this Holy place, I could not help 

but think about the very complex, and intricate design our Maker put into each and every one of His crea-

tions… from the smallest to largest of LIFE form… into each of us… HIS children! 

 

As a child of the Most High King, we are given explicit directions, just as the skillful workmen of these scrip-

tures were given. We are commanded to do specific jobs and tasks to complete a mighty work for the Kingdom 

of God that was laid out and designed many, many years ago. 

 

The veil of the Holy of Holies separated the Priest from being with God… this representation is made through 

the veil being torn… Jesus’ flesh, so that now we may enter into His holy presence.  John 1:14a “The word 

became flesh and made His dwelling among us.”  

 

Questions for the day:  What are you designed for?  What are you called to do? 
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

January 27                                                            

Exodus 29-31                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

In Exodus 30:17-21 we learn that before the priests could go before the Lord they had to wash and be clean. 

Can you imagine how hard they scrubbed to make sure they didn’t miss a spot because to go before God dirty 

would cause them to die. Psalm 24:3-4 reminds us that only those with clean hands and a pure heart can go be-

fore the Lord. The problem is that we are all dirty (Romans 3:23). But our dirt is not on the body but in the 

heart. No amount of scrubbing on our part can cleanse us. But we have One who is always clean who stood in 

our place. His name is Jesus and He took our dirt and gives us His cleanliness and because of His work on the 

cross and His resurrection we can now approach God anytime we want. 

 

If you have never trusted Christ for salvation, allow Him to clean you today so you can have that access to 

God. 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

January 28          

Exodus 32-34 

 

 

 

 

The gold calf is a terrible testimony of just how quickly people can go astray.  They blamed Moses because he 

delayed from coming off the mountain while he was meeting with God.  

 

They brought the earrings that God had blessed them with to use to create false gods. What a picture of people 

today who live in America, the land of blessing but use those blessings as false gods in their life. We see it eve-

ry week in the church when it comes to being obedient with tithes and offerings.  

 

Exodus 32:34 would be somewhat funny if it were not so tragic.  Aaron said, “I cast these earrings in the fire 

and this calf came out”! It’s funny what people will say when caught in sin and guilt.  

 

However, there is a sermon in there. You throw enough sin, flesh and ungodliness into your life and you will 

be amazed, not in a good way, at what comes out of hurt recipes for disaster. 
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Rick Nabors   

January 29  

Exodus 35-37 

 

 

 

 

 

For the material they had was sufficient and more than enough for all the work, to perform it. 

Exodus 36:7 NASB 

 

 

Moses called for God’s people to contribute to the building of the Tabernacle.  Those who were skilled work-

ers gave of their time while others provided the materials needed for the project.  As a result of the people’s 

faithfulness, Moses sent out a command to stop giving.  WOW!  The people had given in excess and the Taber-

nacle was more than fully funded. 

 

 

The principle before us is that the work and cost of the Tabernacle was diffused, or spread out, across the entire 

Nation of Israel.  They all did their part.  When we all give and work sacrificially, God’s Master Plan will be 

fully funded.  Many churches and ministries today have a few people who do most of the work, and give most 

of the money, while others sit idly by.  Let’s begin this day by asking the question, “Am I doing my part?” 
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Rodney Gardner 

January 30 

Exodus 38-39 

 

 

 

 

 

Moses pulled together a trio to form a leadership team for the complicated project of building the tabernacle: 

(38:21-23) 

 

Their final performance review showed that they and their workers “did according to all that the Lord had 

commanded Moses” (39:32, 42) No wonder Moses blessed them (39:43) A blessing is a sign of approval that 

can be refreshing to the recipient, as fresh rain or dew that renews faded grass.  

 

Believers today have also been designed to function in their communities and church where a variety of skills, 

temperaments, resources and strengths are needed to produce products and services of benefit to others. Are 

your gifts being utilized to bring honor to God and the building of His Kingdom?  

 

Are you following all that the Lord has commanded you to do? God has gifted you to be a blessing and a bene-

fit to others. There is joy in serving according to God’s plan and the gifts he has given you. Why not begin      

using them today? 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Singles                   

Director 



36 

Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

January 31          

Exodus 40 

 

 

 

 

There are many, many fascinating truths that are taught through the tabernacle and the priesthood.  However, 

the dominate truth of Exodus 40 is that “God is a God of guidance”.  

 

The shekinah glory of God was His visible presence with His people!  This presence was manifested in a cloud 

by day and pillar of fire by night.  This was God’s way of directing the Israelites on where to move and when 

to camp. 

 

Today, we have God’s presence in the person of the Holy Spirit.  However, too many people and sadly too 

many churches act like God is not in the directing business and I assure He still is.  He has plans for our lives 

and we are his purchased possession.  He has a plan for His church and we are His body and He is the head of 

that body.  

 

So, Exodus 40 clearly teaches us that God’s guidance and direction should be a clear priority for both the                 

individuals and the church.  
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Craig Reynolds 

February 1                                                                  

Leviticus 1-3     

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                    

Our reading today describes three offerings. For each offering the sacrifice must be the best of what is being 

offered. The reason is that imperfection cannot be a substitute imperfection. In Romans 9:3, Paul says that he 

would be willing to be cursed and cut off from Christ if that would save his fellow Jews. Why can’t this work? 

It can’t work because Paul has sin of his own to deal with, so he cannot be a replacement for other sinners. 

But there is One who can take our place. Since we are all sinners we need One who is sinless to be our substi-

tute. His name is Jesus and He is the spotless Lamb of God. He was and is the perfect sacrifice that takes away 

our sins. Take a moment to give praise and glory to Christ for being and doing what we could not do. 
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Rick Nabors   

February 2 

Leviticus 4-6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fire shall be kept burning continually on the altar; it is not to go out.  Leviticus 6:13 NASB 

 

 

When Adam and Eve rebelled against God in the garden, sin became a problem for all mankind. 

The Bible says, “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). 

In giving the nation of Israel a detailed sacrificial system, God points His people to the fact that sin must be 

dealt with.  The context of our reading today lays out how to be forgiven of unintentional sin. 

The sin of the people required a sacrifice.  The fire of the altar was to burn continually to ensure that man did 

not allow his sin to carry over to the next day, week, month, or year.  

 

 

As New Testament believers, we know that the Old Testament’s sacrificial system points us to the finished 

work of Christ.  To trust Christ means our original sin has been forgiven.  We are saved! However, in order to 

walk close to the Lord, we must seek forgiveness for the sins we commit daily.  “If we say we have no sin, we 

are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8).  We must be honest before the Lord about our 

sin each day.  He already knows about it anyway!  It is impossible for us to hide it.  We need to confess it to-

day.  God stands on ready to hear His child repent and He will forgive our sins.  “If we confess our sins, He is 

faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 

 

 

Let’s keep the fires of repentance burning each day in our lives.  If we let the fire go out our relationship with 

the Lord will grow cold.  May it never be! 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

February 3 

Leviticus 7-8 

 

 

 

 

Here we get to see the establishment of the priesthood, just after the ritual laws concerning the different offer-

ings were given. It really is an amazing insight into God’s solution for His people to dwell in the midst of 

God’s Holy presence! God had desired for man to be in a loving relationship with Himself, but because of 

man’s sinfulness, Adam and Eve were cast out Eden and out of God’s presence. But, God, being the initiator of 

our salvation, pursues mankind! He creates a covenant with the family of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who 

would eventually become all of Israel, and uses them to restore the world back into His presence. There is just 

one problem. God is Holy, and humanity is wicked! God would use the ritual laws, the priesthood, and the pu-

rity laws to enable the people to be Holy, because God is Holy, and therefore, dwell in the presence of God! 

 

 

The priests were to serve as mediators between God and the people, able to go into the tabernacle and into the 

closest proximity of the presence of God! The priests were to instruct the people on that which was holy and 

unholy, clean and unclean, perform the sacrifices and offerings, and they were to teach the people the laws of 

God. Despite this, sadly, the people of Israel broke the covenant that God had made with them. They would not 

keep the laws and the ordinances God had established. The good news is that God provided a new covenant 

through the Gospel of Christ! It is through Christ’s atoning work upon the cross, that we are able to “approach 

God’s throne of grace with confidence” (Heb.4:16.) and make prayer and supplication, ourselves, unto God! 

For those in Christ, God’s laws are now written upon our hearts and minds! AMAZING! 
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Cindy Thomas 

February 4 

Leviticus 9–10  

 

 

 

     

Giving God the Honor Due Him 

 

 

“Today the LORD may appear to you.”  (Lev. 9:4b, 5).  Would you like to see the glory of the LORD today?  

Stop now and pray.  Don’t get bogged down in the Levitical laws and miss God’s glory.  The newly ordained 

priests are doing their duties with the expectation that God Himself would appear to them.  In Leviticus 9:23b 

we see that “the glory of the LORD appeared to all the people.  

 

Friend, that includes you.  But how do we experience His glory?  Look in Leviticus 10:3, “Then Moses said to 

Aaron, “This is what the LORD has said: ‘Among those who are near Me I will be sanctified, and before all 

the people I will be glorified.  And Aaron held his peace.”  Here is the paradox:  When we glorify the LORD 

we will see the glory of the LORD.  We can only approach God when we honor Him and obey Him.  Leviticus 

10:10 says, “You are to distinguish between the holy and the common, and between the unclean and the 

clean.”  One of the primary responsibilities of the priests was to instruct the people in the laws of God.  We are 

to respect God and obey His laws.   

 

We each need to weed out the “common” and the “unclean” in our lives.  When we respect and obey the 

LORD we too will see His glory. 
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Middle School                      

Pastor 

Greg Ragsdale 

February 5 

Leviticus 11-13 

 

 

 

BE CLEAN 

 

  

It has been said, “what you aim at, you will get close to.” Often people aim for happiness above everything 

else. God never intended our aim in life to be happiness. The desire of God is for us to aim for holiness. To aim 

to be dedicated, to be set apart and committed to the process of sanctification. Eliminating the things in our 

lives that defile us and cause us to be filled with filth. 

  

 

When happiness is our goal there is no security because happiness changes with the wind of the day. When 

God calls us to eliminate filth it feels like a ritual or a burden because we are letting go of something that gives 

us temporary happiness. When we are focused on how something makes us feel instead of how filthy it makes 

us then we lose sight of the consequences of that choice.  

  

 

God has called us to holiness and Leviticus paints the picture that God desires his children to be pure, holy, and 

clean. God's desire is not for us to be happy but to be holy. In Leviticus, it was about what you had to do to re-

main clean, but in the New Testament is was about allowing the Holy Spirit to work in you to make you clean. 

Ask yourself today, God what is it in my life that is keeping me from being clean in your eyes? 

 

 

Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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Children’s                    

Administrator 

Jennifer Harmon 

February 6 

Leviticus 14-15 

 

 

 

Focal Passage: Leviticus 14 

 

 

Notice in chapter 14 that the person seeking cleansing has already been healed. The diseased person goes 

through all the steps just to be clean. God heals and the process of the cleansing is to show the process and pur-

pose of the healing. Sin offering is made to cleanse their uncleanness. God desires for what is cleansed on the 

inside to be reflected through the life and actions of the one being healed. I nor you can heal our own hearts, 

but God can and will. Most of the time we don’t see things in ourselves that need to be cleaned out. Maybe we 

are angry, deeply angry and that is why we get so easily upset at silly things. Maybe we have envy, jealousy or 

resentment toward someone that we have never dealt with and God is telling us that we need to be cleansed. 

Sometimes, He will allow circumstances in our lives to bring these things to the light. We can be healed in the 

sense that we know Jesus as our Lord and Savior, yet harbor things in our hearts that keep us at distance from 

Him and our brothers and sister in Christ. Don’t waste your life in this way. Pray and ask God to show you the 

things in your heart to work on.  
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Derek McFarland 

February 7  

Leviticus 16-18  

 

 

 

 

 

In these chapters we find God directing Moses on the law that Israel is to follow. But we also see God directing 

Moses on how Aaron is supposed to enter The Most Holy Place. God tells Moses the instructions of what to 

wear, what to bring, and how to make atonement for the sins of Aaron. This word atonement is a nice and pret-

ty church word that we hear often. But what does it truly mean? Atonement is the process of restoring right 

standing with God once sin has occurred. In the Old Testament, an elaborate ceremony took place every year 

to atone for Israel’s sins. In accordance with God’s guidance, their sin had to be covered over through the 

shedding of blood. This is where we get the term for scapegoat. The goat that was to remain alive and wasn’t 

sacrificed would wear Israel’s sin on its head. God did this for us. Sin was never waved off or disregarded. 

God upheld his worth of his name by requiring blood atonement for sin. Justice shines in the way God kept his 

word to punish sin. But grace shines in the way God placed all our sins on Christ. Our atonement has been 

made and never let us forget that the most precious Lamb was sacrificed for our sins. 
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Tracy Wills 

February 8 

Leviticus 19-21 

 

 

 

 

 

The book of Leviticus was written to tell the children of Israel how to worship God and how to live their lives 

in a way that was pleasing to God. They were to live differently than those around them. In chapter 19, verse 2- 

the Lord tells Moses to announce to the congregation of Israel: "be holy because I, the Lord your God, am ho-

ly." We too are God's people and must live differently than the world around us. The New Testament is our 

guide for how to live a life that is pleasing to God. We are also commanded to be holy. Ephesians 1:4 says, 

"For He chose us before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in His sight." What does it mean to 

be holy? Can we be perfect in goodness and righteousness? We can only be holy and righteous through Him 

and the cross of Calvary. We must make a conscious effort to be holy and blameless in our everyday lives. 

When we fail, we must seek forgiveness and strive for holiness once again. 

 

 

 Look at these two sets of scriptures for examples of ways to be holy and Christ like. (Leviticus 19:9-10). In 

Old Testament times, land owners were commanded to not go over their fields a second time. They were to 

leave the excess grain as a blessing to the poor and those traveling through. We are Christ-like when we also 

let our excess be a blessing to others. (Leviticus 19:35-36) We are Christ like when we are honest in our deal-

ings, giving back what we owe, and living inside of our means. Living a holy life is a work in progress and a 

way of thinking. Holiness is a way for Christians to make the love of our holy God known to the world around 

us.    
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Hillary Folsom 

February 9   

Leviticus 22-23  

 

 

 

 

  

Here we learn specifics about the holidays and festivals celebrated by the Israelites.  God knew he had placed 

many requirements in their work so he wanted days of rest and refreshment as well.  The festivals were de-

signed to be a time of joy, but a time of searching the soul and repentance too. 

 

Our days are filled with joyous occasions – wedding, births, milestones with family and friends. How often do 

we pause and examine ourselves and our commitments to God? 

 

Pause for a moment today and think of all the ‘celebrations’ in your life, now search your heart. 

 

Are you thankful for all the times? Even the times we aren’t celebrating? Each of them makes us who we are 

and who God wants us to be. 
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Teresa Vice 

February 10 

Leviticus 24-25 

 

 

 

 

 

Clearly, we see that chapter 24 begins with God giving instructions and commands to the Israelites concerning 

their ritual, and ethical conduct.  Leviticus 24:2 “Bring your clear oil of pressed olives for the light so that the 

lamp may be kept burning continually.” This is the first specific command given and with great purpose I                

believe. 

 

No matter how much darkness exists, the dimmest ray of light will reveal your surroundings. Although, the 

lampstand light is for aesthetic or functional purposes, light also represents the presence of God which over-

comes darkness. For the believer the lampstand is symbolic of the Holy Spirit: the light that lights the way 

even when everything around us feels dark and hopeless. 

 

Remember these truths:  John 1:5 “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  

Psalm 27:1a “The Lord is my light and my salvation - whom shall I fear?                                                                   

Psalm 119:105 “My word is a lamp to guide your feet and a light for your path.” 
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

February 11                                                                   

Leviticus 26:1-13                                            

 

 

 

 

 

The Bible makes it clear that obedience leads to blessings. God gives us commands to follow not because He 

wants to ruin our life but because He know where true joy comes from. God’s word is for us to read and      

respond to. But it is not only whether we obey or not but our attitude in how we respond as well. I John 5:3 

tells us that God’s commands are not burdensome. This is because He gives us the ability and desire to carry 

out His instruction (Philippians 1:6). 

 

Ask God to reveal areas in your life where you are not being obedient and begin trusting Him with them. Also, 

find areas where you are obedient and thank God for the ability. 
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Mark West 

February 12 

Numbers 1-2                 

 

 

 

 

 

2 weeks after Passover, God told Moses to take a census of all the tribes except for the Levites. The Levites 

were chosen to be the priests, and they were the only ones who could move the tabernacle in the center of all 

the tribes. Even though it was a great task to count every man and list them by name, Moses knew it was im-

portant if God told him to do it. He knew that God always had a plan.  

 

God told Moses that the Levites were to keep the tribes away from the tabernacle. Imagine having the respon-

sibility to keep them from getting to close to the tabernacle because they could be put to death.  

We don’t always know what God has in store for us. We are to listen, read and follow God’s directions from 

His word because that is how He connects with us.  

 

Do we not have the same responsibility to our families from letting sin, which equals death, from getting into 

our homes? Of course, we do! We are held responsible in God’s eyes for how we train up our children. In the 

same aspect, as Christians, we are held to a higher standard. It may not be something we often consider, but we 

are called to be an example to others. We see the example of living a holy life through Moses and the Levites. 

We aren’t better than other people, but the call on our lives is to be holy and blameless in the eyes of God. 
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

February 13                                                              

Numbers 3-4                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

In Exodus 22 when Moses came down the mountain where God had given him the Law, the people were wor-

shipping a golden calf. Moses said that whoever is with the Lord should join him. Now we see that they are 

made the tribe of priests. They would be the ones between the people and God. God would work through them 

to do His work among the people. 

 

Jesus is our Hight Priest and we have access to God through Him. We do not have to go through men to ap-

proach God. How do we take advantage of this? Do we dwell in the presence of God or do we just pop in for a 

short visit? Hebrews 4:16 teaches us that we can come boldly to the throne of grace. Take time today to ap-

proach God and learn to dwell continuously in His presence. 
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Rodney Gardner 

February 14 

Numbers 5-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Give the following instructions to the people of Israel. “If any of the people, 

other men or women, take a special vow of the Nazirite, setting themselves apart to the Lord in a special 

way…” Numbers 6: 1-2 

 

Have you ever felt a desire to dedicate yourself to the Lord in some special way for a period of time? The Naz-

arite vow was a way for the ancient Hebrews to do that. The term Nazirite meant “one separated or consecrat-

ed.” Thus, a person taking such a vow devoted himself to God.  The text implies that one could show special 

devotion to God for several days, weeks, months or perhaps even years.  

 

The people did not isolate themselves from society but rather became witnesses to others of the importance of 

total devotion to the Lord. Christians can voluntarily devote themselves to God in special ways by the disci-

plines of prayer and fasting. But one thing needs to remain clear: Nothing that we do ever puts God in our debt. 

Rather, we are forever obligated to Him. Vows are simply a way of reminding ourselves of that fact.  

 

Once a vow is made, the person making it was obligated to fulfill it without delay. Otherwise the person would 

sin by failing to follow through with the commitment.  
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

February 15          

Numbers 7 

 

 

 

 

Numbers 7 is the longest chapter in the Pentateuch or the first five books of the Bible.  The children of Israel 

had donated for the erection of the Tabernacle and now they are being asked to donate for the ministry of the 

Tabernacle which they did on both occasions with “great generosity”.  

 

I have often been criticized both within and without the church for preaching on stewardship and on sacrificial 

giving.  However, just like the Tabernacle we have both had to erect facilities and then maintain the ministries 

therein.  It has been said “no one can build a great church with spare time and pocket change”. 

 

Numbers 7 is a record of two praise reports:  God’s people gave, and God took notice of who gave.  I believe 

God still does!  I’m glad many of us have a Numbers 7 testimony.  God asked, and we responded and just like 

in chapter 7 God blessed our sacrifice.   
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

February 16                                                          

Numbers 8-9                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

The Levites were set apart for God’s work. In the same way, we who believe in Christ are a priesthood (I Peter 

2:9). We too are set apart to be make into the image of Jesus. After we are saved we are then changed and set 

apart for work that God will do to reach the world and bring glory to Himself. God does not save us and leave 

us the way we are. There are areas in each of our lives that He is working on now, so we will be more useful 

for His work. What areas in your life is God working on to improve or remove? Pray to recognize these areas 

and surrender them to God today. 
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Rick Nabors   

February 17 

Numbers 10-11 

 

 

 

 

 

Make yourself two trumpets of silver, of hammered work you shall make them; and you shall use them for 

summoning the congregation and for having the camps set out. 

Numbers 10:2 NASB 

 

 

The Nation of Israel had been told by God to hammer two trumpets of silver.  The trumpets were a form of 

communication rather than musical instruments. When Israel camped around the Tabernacle, the people knew 

to always LOOK towards the pillar of cloud and fire.  When the pillar moved, the people moved.  Israel was 

also commanded to LISTEN for the trumpets.  When the trumpets sounded it could mean a call to worship, a 

call to work, or a call to war.  If the people wandered away from the camp, they would risk missing the an-

nouncement the Lord had for them. 

 

 

As children of the living God, we should stay vigilant—always on ready, looking and listening for what God 

has in store for us.  God is at work around us and invites His people to join Him in carrying out kingdom work.  

Through the local church, God is sounding the trumpet each week.  Sadly, many miss His call by being incon-

sistent in attendance to House of God.  Still others fall back from the battle of carrying the glorious Gospel to a 

lost world. There is soon coming a day when the final trumpet will sound for the church (1 Thessalonians 4:13-

18). Those who truly know the Lord in salvation will receive the reward of heaven for LOOKING and LIS-

TENING.  Let’s lift our eyes and tune our ears in order to make sure we do not miss the call of God today. 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

February 18 

Numbers 12-13 

 

 

 

 

Let it be clear, there are consequences when we go against the will of God. Some are immediate, and some fol-

low you for a lifetime! In Numbers Ch. 12, we see Miriam and Aaron opposing Moses as the primary authority 

and spokesperson for the Lord. Immediately, God provides divine vindication for Moses! Miriam, Aaron, and 

Moses are called before the Lord and God addresses Moses’ qualities of meekness (Num.12:3) and faithfulness 

(Num.12:7b). Moses is an individual in which God addresses directly, “mouth to mouth,” (Num. 12:8) the 

scriptures say, unlike Aaron, Miriam, or any other prophet. In response to this attack upon Moses’ integrity and 

leadership, Miriam is turned leprous! 

 

Looking in Numbers Ch. 13, we see Moses sending the spies into the land of Canaan. Of all the spies sent, on-

ly Joshua and Caleb would see the land flowing with milk and honey. The other spies gave a bad report and 

feared the inhabitants of Canaan. They disregarded the Lord’s mighty act and miracles that He had performed 

thus far and felt inferior to the giants living in the land. God would forgive this lack of faith, yet the conse-

quences would be staggering to those who gave the bad report and to those who believed them. God would 

give the people just as they believed! The people believed they could not overtake Canaan and so, God would 

not allow them to set foot there! 

 

The consequences for Miriam lasted seven days. The consequences for the faithless spies and people that be-

lieved them followed them for life, as they wandered the desert until their death! Moses as leader and Israel in 

Canaan were a part of the will of God! When we question God’s will or His abilities to perform His will, there 

are consequences! Trust in God and in His perfect might and timing to overcome your fears and insecurities! 
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Cindy Thomas 

February 19   

Numbers 14-15 

 

 

Watch Your Attitude 

 

 

This section opens with weeping, crying, wailing and murmuring.  “IF ONLY…” the people cried.  “If only” 

statements look back through rose-colored glasses at the past and glorify that memory.  The Israelites were 

looking back to being slaves in Egypt and feeling like slavery there was better than freedom with Joshua and 

Caleb.  You may be looking back in your life and saying, “IF ONLY…”.   God does not honor this kind of 

thinking.  In fact, in Numbers 14:24 we clearly see the attitude God wants us to have: “But my servant Caleb 

has a different attitude than the others have.  He has remained loyal to me, so I will bring him into the land he 

explored.  His descendants will possess their full share of that land.”  NLT 

 

Caleb’s attitude was positive.  He knew the land the LORD was giving them was a wonderful land.  We choose 

our attitudes.  If you are suffering from a bad attitude you may want to start a gratitude journal.  Name one 

thing each day you are thankful for.  Before long, your attitude will change to hope and joy because you will 

be focusing on the positives you are finding in God’s grace. 
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Pastor 

Greg Ragsdale 

February 20 

Number 16-18 

 

 

 

 
 

 Have you ever been in the situation where someone else got the job, the position, or something else that you 

felt like you deserved? I think we all have experienced this emotion on some level. To have that feeling of rage 

or jealousy rise up and make us want to lash out at someone so that our voice is heard.  

  

This is what is happening with Korah. Korah saw himself as more deserving to be the priest instead of just as-

sisting the priest. Korah neglected to acknowledge God as the one who made the assignments which led to his 

rebellion against Moses and Aaron. As believers we must never forget that from the beginning God said, 

“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind." 38 This is the first 

and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself." To love our neigh-

bor as ourselves means to be just as excited when someone else gets the job as you would have been if you got 

it. When we don't allow our faith to be grounded by our love for God then we can't love others the way God 

commanded. Then there are weaknesses in the foundation of our faith which allows room for our rebellious 

nature to take root and later spring forth. 

  

When people are in sin they don't typically want to be in sin alone. Korah began to gather people so that he 

could plant this rebellious seed in them as well. Moses and Aaron had a choice. Will they fight and defend 

their reputation or let their faith speak for itself and trust God to stand for them. When rebellion takes root 

trusting God gets thrown in the fire, but Moses and Aaron allowed God to do the defending for them.  

  

Korah's rebellion takes such deep roots that Jude reminds us of the demise of his rebellious attitude, "like Ko-

rah they perish in their rebellion." Today ask yourself these questions: 

Do I really love God so much that it is evident in the way I love my neighbor as myself? 

Does rebellion have deep roots in my heart so much that it is springing forth for others to see? 

Am I trying to plant my seeds of rebellion (or seeds of negativity) in others around me? 

  

Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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Jennifer Harmon 

February 21 

Numbers 19-20 

 

 

 
 

Focal Passage: Numbers 20:22-29 

 

 

Aaron was Moses’ older brother and a high priest who played an important role in Moses’ life, the Israelites 

and our history. He did not play the role of the leader but was an excellent support role. Aaron was Moses’ 

spokesman to the Pharaoh and became a hero for persuading the Pharaoh to let the Hebrew people go. When 

Moses expressed doubt in his own abilities, Aaron was the one to step up and support his brother in what the 

LORD was leading them to do. Aaron’s life was one well lived. He was certainly not with out sin and mistakes 

but his heart was for God. He was loyal to Moses so much that he joined Moses in his disobedience to God in 

Meribah and as a result they were both banned from entering the promised land. When he died, scripture tells 

us that the people mourned for 30 days. I believe Moses and Aaron’s family missed him terribly for the influ-

ence that he had been to them. We can learn a lot from examining Aaron’s life. One of those lessons, I believe, 

is that if we are functioning on our abilities or struggling through life in our weaknesses, we do well if we will 

keep our eyes on God and look to him for guidance.  
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Derek McFarland 

February 22 

Number 21-22 

 

 

 

 

 

The people of Israel seemed to have short memories. When they were hungry or thirsty, they forgot that God 

had provided food and water in the past. When they learned of their strong enemies, they forgot the God had 

delivered them from Egypt with no need for an army. In Numbers 21, the people of Israel began to loath the 

miraculous manna and started to complain once again about their food. In previous occasions, God responded 

with a miraculous provision. However, on this occasion God responds with a miraculous judgment, venomous 

snakes. This judgment remained even after the people of Israel realized their sin. Rather than removing the 

snakes, God commands Moses to fashion a bronze snake. Moses then placed that snake on a poll, and all Israel 

gathered before the snake to receive healing. Sometimes people need examples to remind them that God is 

faithful. Israel was no different. Their sins in Numbers 21 had consequences and so does our sin.  Our sin just 

looks different in the form of death and separation from God. These consequences do not disappear when peo-

ple realize their sin, just as God did not simply remove the snake when Israel repented. However, Jesus stated 

that he too would be lifted up as Moses lifted up the bronze snake (John 3:14; 12:32-33). Jesus intercedes on 

behalf of his people, and he made the payment for their sin on the cross. For people to be healed from the sting 

of sin and death, they must first draw near and look on Jesus in faith, just as the people of Israel drew near and 

looked upon the bronze snake to be healed. Be encouraged today that that sting no longer exists for us through 

the grace of The Father.  
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Tracy Wills 

February 23 

Numbers 23-25 

 

 

 

 

 

One fall, Danny and I took the camper to Noccalula Campground for a weekend of family fun. We had camped 

at this particular place a few times before and knew that the spots were pretty close together. When we arrived, 

we parked in the lower lot and walked the campground looking for the perfect spot. We had 6 kids with us and 

felt that it was important to observe the people next to the available spots before we made our decision. You 

can ruin a trip by having to camp too close to the wrong people. Their language and lifestyle can move through 

the campsite exposing your family to things that you didn't plan on adding to the family memory book.  

 

 

These chapters in Numbers are an example of how sin works. The Moabite leaders were terrified when the 

children of Israel approached their land. They had defeated so many others along the way. The king of Moab 

was terrified of them. In the previous chapter, we see that the king was afraid that the Israelites would come in 

and take over their land. (He uses the words- like an ox eating grass). He tried many different things to ensure 

that he would not be destroyed by them. Little did he know that the Israelites would not need to be defeated by 

him or any other army. While they were camped on the plains of Moab, they destroyed themselves through the 

mix of sexual immorality and idol worship. God's wrath could not be contained and He sent a plague/sickness 

that killed twenty-four thousand people instantly. The power of sin killed more than the army of Moab could 

have even hoped to kill. They never entered a battle field. Instead, they were destroyed by the choices they 

made and the place they camped in Moab. Chose your camping spot wisely!   
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Hillary Folsom 

February 24   

Numbers 26-27  

 

 

 

  

We learn of the lineage of many of the Bible’s prominent leaders here. As we learn of the tribes and who was 

related to whom, many years were passing. 

 

Through these times people were moving, whole families were dying out, yet they still followed God’s             

direction. 

 

Do you ever get turned around in a plan? Things seem to be clearly headed in a direction then something 

changes. Does it throw you off? How do you recover? How do you forge ahead? 

 

Just as Moses did, pray for discernment and listen for God’s quiet movement within your life. 
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Teresa Vice 

February 25 

Numbers 28-29 

 

 

 

The question for the day is… What does our worship offer to God? 

 

Once again, we see the commands that God has given to the Israelites.  They received instructions on the exact 

offering or sacrifice to be presented, the exact calendar dates and times, and the exact number of what was to 

be presented. The bible says the offering should be, “as an aroma pleasing to the Lord” or “a pleasing                  

aroma”.   It goes on to say this not just once or twice, but ELEVEN times in these two chapters!  Yes, I repeat, 

ELEVEN times!  This should make us take notice… Is my offering to the Lord what it should be?  Our offer-

ing to God should be one of the most intimate forms of worship… Not that we could ever buy or repay any-

thing that God has done for us, but to sincerely say thank you. Thank you God for my salvation, thank you God 

for my family, thank you God for the opportunity to come to your house and worship, thank you God for an 

awesome church family and leadership, and thank you God that I am able to worship you in ALL ways! 

 

Prayer for today:  Dear Heavenly Father, please let my WORSHIP be, “as an aroma pleasing to you,” exactly 

as you have instructed.  In Jesus Name, Amen 

(Numbers 28 – 29) 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

February 26          

Numbers 30-31 

 

 

 

 

I believe the Bible teaches us very plainly that God takes our vows seriously.  People may think that this Old 

Testament concept is out of date, but I assure you that they are not! 

 

Vows today come in many ways, probably the most familiar would be the marriage vows.  We say before God 

and Man, “Until Death Do Us Part,” and then we add “What God has joined together, let not man put asunder”.  

Now, add to that the fact that more than half of all of those that make those vows end up breaking them.   

 

Not to mention the vows of commitment we see in the church that are so often made so easily broken.  People 

certainly need to read this passage more often and realize whether we are serious about a vow.  He always is! 
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Mark West 

February 27  

Numbers 32-33 

 

 

 

 

Having journeyed through the regions south of the Arnon River, the Reubenites and Gadites observed that the 

region around Gilead was more fertile. There were several rivers and springs that would supply water for their 

needs. The Reubenites and Gadites presented their request for land to Moses, Eleazar, and the community lead-

ers and felt they should be allowed to settle in this area which included pasture for their livestock. They also 

requested to not be required to cross the Jordan River.  

 

In Numbers 32:6 Moses calls attention to the real motive behind their request. He knew they were hesitant to 

go to war. This was a potential act of disobedience to God’s plan for the nation. God had promised the land 

across the Jordan River to the west. Moses recognized their request as rebellion and rejection of God’s prom-

ised land. In verse 16 of Chapter 32 we see the Reubenites and Gadites consent to proceed to battle and vow 

not to return home until each Israelite has received his inheritance. Moses agrees with one warning in verse 23: 

“But if you fail to do this, you will be sinning against the Lord, and you may be sure that your sin will find you 

out”. 

 

How many times to we find ourselves in the same situation as the Reubenites and Gadites? We find a comfort-

able area and choose to settle there. Sometimes it may seem easier to settle than to be pushed outside of our 

comfort zone. We may manipulate our circumstances to hide our true motivation. We will wager and bargain 

with God. We will plead our case of why our way is better. It may not appear to be deceitful on the surface, but 

our true motives are less than pure. We camp out in areas that are comfortable and refuse to listen to God to 

take the next step and trust his plan for us. We think we can hide from others but the scripture is clear- “Your 

sin will find you out”. God examines our heart and our true motives. What may be hidden from others is in full 

view of God. It may be sinful behaviors that you are participating in, or perhaps you are refusing to step out in 

faith. Maybe he is calling you to teach a Bible Study class, go on a mission trip, work with the children or 

youth, but you are comfortable where you are. Strive to go out of your comfort zone and pray that you are truly 

where God wants you to be. 

 

What areas of your life have you settled in? 

Have you been hiding true motivations and harboring sin? 

Expose your sin to God. Repent and confess.  

 

Trust God to lead you into the uncomfortable places!  

Do not settle for less than God’s best for you! 

 

Sr. High                   

Worship Leader 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

February 28          

Numbers 34-36 

 

 

 

 

We often hear of “Life Lessons” or the “School of Hardknocks”, but this is more than just words, it is sound 

biblical truth.  Whether Israel was in Egypt as slaves, journeying in the wilderness, wandering in the wilder-

ness or living in the wilderness, life lessons never stop! 

 

When I’m hiring staff, I look for a teachable spirit in the individual.  The problem is sometimes people start out 

with a teachable spirit and then stop!  Once this happens the quality of the ministry is greatly affected.  

 

Just like the children of Israel, God never stops teaching us about life, about Himself, or even about ourselves.  

So, let life, your situation and circumstances do its work today!  Open up your eyes and your heart and listen to 

God’s tutoring.   
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Rodney Gardner 

March 1 

Deuteronomy 1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“For the Lord your God has blessed you in all the work of your hand. He knows your trudging through this 

great wilderness. These forty years the Lord your God has been with you; you have lacked nothing.”                          

Deuteronomy 2:7 

 

Some people spend their lives working, going unnoticed, with little to show for their efforts despite years of 

toil. The Hebrews fit that role after years of trudging through the wilderness for 40 years. The nations detour 

resulted from a crisis of faith at Kadesh Barnea. Everyone 20 years of age and older was condemned to die in 

the wilderness, except Joshua and Caleb. Thus, many who had children when Israel came out of Egypt were 

now in their forties, fifties, and perhaps even their sixties. Yet what had they done with their lives but wait on 

their parents to die? 

 

Thus, Moses’ word that the Lord knows your trudging through this great wilderness must have come as a tre-

mendous encouragement. God had not forgotten this new generation. 

 

In the same way, God is mindful of you. He knows what you have been through and whether you have been 

recognized or not, He has been there with you every step of the way. 

 

“Be satisfied with what you have. For God has said, I will never fail you. I will never abandon you.” Heb. 13:5 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

March 2         

Deuteronomy 3-4 

 

 

 

 

I love the story of the conquest of Shism and Og.  Two Kings on land East of the Jordan River.  The future 

home of the tribes of Reuben, Gad and half the tribe of Manasseh.  

 

Two things that stick out about these battles and conquest are in Deuteronomy 3:5, the high walls and Deuter-

onomy 3:11, the giant King.  Why, because these are two things that struck fear into God’s people on the first 

Jordan crossing. 

 

Now it seems, the nation has learned to just trust God and His promises and because of that they are walking in 

spiritual victory.   

 

What a word for the believer this day, to get your eyes off your circumstances as intimidating as they may be.  

The principle and practice are still the same.  “Trust God” and “Trust His promises”, and we too like the Israel-

ites can walk in Spiritual Victory! 
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

March 3                                                                  

Deuteronomy 5-7                                                  

 

 

 

 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 tells us that we are to love God with all our being. We do this by committing ourselves to 

God’s word. Whether we are at home or on the go, we need to think about God’s word. Once we receive God’s 

word we are to share it with our children and grandchildren. We will share what matters most to us. Pray that 

God will continue to burn His word into your heart until it becomes important enough for you to live and 

share. 
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Rick Nabors   

March 4 

Deuteronomy 8-10 

 
 

 

 

 

 

“Hear, O Israel! You are crossing over the Jordan today to go in to dispossess nations greater and mightier than 

you, great cities fortified to heaven, a people great and tall, the sons of the Anakim, whom you know and of 

whom you have heard it said, ‘Who can stand before the sons of Anak?” Deuteronomy 9:1-2 NASB 

 

 

Israel had to learn the hard way about fear.  The spies came back with a good report about the Promised Land 

and a bad report about the giants who possessed it (Deuteronomy 1:22-26).  Faith suddenly turned to fear, with 

the exception of Caleb and Joshua.  Because the Nation of Israel allowed their fear to triumph over their faith, 

they had to wait forty years before crossing the Jordan.  In this passage, the Lord reminds His people that the 

giants in the land were indeed real and that He has heard the talk about “who can stand before the sons of 

Anak”.  This didn’t take God by surprise. 

 

  

Fear has been described as small trickle of doubt that flows through the mind until it wears such a great chan-

nel that all your thoughts drain into it.  Fear unchecked will cause us to flee.  Mark Twain once said, “Courage 

isn’t the absence of fear, but the mastery of it; it’s the place where faith and fear meet.”  Instead of telling God 

how big our problems are maybe we should start telling our problems how big our God is!  The Lord reminded 

His people that He would go before them, driving the giants out of the land, not because of the righteousness of 

the nation but rather the righteousness of Himself. 

As God’s people we should trust the Lord each day; believing His promises to be in us, with us, and before us, 

with every step we take in this life.  
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

March 5 

Deuteronomy 11-13 

 

 

 

 

“You shall not do according to all that we are doing here today, everyone doing whatever is right in his own 

eyes,” Deuteronomy 12:8 ESV 

 

To do what is right in one’s “own eyes,” justifies Hitler, Dahmer, Bin Laden and the likes of individuals or 

group majorities that would decide for the rest of humanity, what is right and wrong! Abortion, homosexuality, 

pornography, transgenderism, racism, and sex trafficking, all, would be okay as long as the majority rules. 

When God is not the anchor for absolute morality, we have nothing to compare what is right and wrong, but 

our “own eyes.” 

 

Jesus said in Matthew 6:23, “but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light 

in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!” Though thought of as light, the world sees in darkness, groping 

for purpose and satisfaction. As bearers of the true light, we must carry the light of the Gospel to a world in 

darkness, so that they may truly see through God’s eyes! 
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Cindy Thomas                                                                                                                                                 

March 6                                                                                                                                                        

Deuteronomy 14 – 16  

    

 

 

 

Be a Blessing 

  

Several years ago, I participated in a mission trip to Guatemala.  Before we departed each team member was 

asked to enlist Sunday School classes in their churches to sponsor food for a Guatemalan family.  We boarded 

the bus to Lantana, a small mountain town, 7 hours from Guatemala City.  Our teams got into groups and start-

ed delivering the food.  One family broke into happy tears and huge grins.  They were out of food and that very 

morning they got on their knees and prayed for God to provide.  They not only received food that day but sal-

vation; they prayed to receive Christ as Savior also.  

We see God’s instructions for tithing, which included a tenth of all produce and instructions to give Him your 

best.  Chapter 15 gives instructions for cancelling debts and helping the poor.  We must not have the attitude of 

stinginess but one of generosity towards those in need.  God cancelled our debt of sin, a debt we cannot pay.  

Today you can be the answer to someone’s prayer.  The Lord will bless you for giving.  We can follow the ex-

ample of Jesus from 2 Corinthians 8:9, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ:  although He was 

rich, for your sake He became poor, so that by His poverty you might become rich.” 

 

The Lord has richly blessed us.  Go and bless others. 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

March 7         

Deuteronomy 17-20 

 

 

 

 

God took a hard line with the Israelite people against the sin of Idolatry.  God knew the serious toll this               

abomination would have on the nation.  He wanted the people to see it, as well as to detect and deal with               

severe consequences.  

 

Idolaters would always try to locate their worship areas as close as possible to God’s altar so that they could 

mingle the two together.  Human flesh is drawn to a god they can touch and somewhat control, even their im-

moral ceremonies appealed to the people’s sensual appetites.  

 

History teaches us that Israel ignored God’s words and warnings and paid a high price for their transgression.  

Hopefully, you and I can learn from this that idolatry is anything that takes priority over God in our lives, and 

that we must do what Israel failed to do, “detect it, and “deal with it” when and if idolotry surfaces in our lives, 

our family, and our church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Pastor 
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Children’s                    

Administrator 

Jennifer Harmon 

March 8  

Deuteronomy 21-23 

 

 

Focal Passage: Deuteronomy 23: 21-23 

 

 

In the stress of a moment, have you ever vowed, promised God something if the outcome of a certain situation 

worked in your favor? Maybe you were pulled over for speeding and automatically start promising God things 

if he lets you get out of “this one?” Or maybe you made a financial decision that placed you “in over your 

head” and you begin making deals with God if he helps you out of it? Or what about the vows we make to oth-

ers in our lives such as to our parents, spouses, and/or children? How often do you keep the promises and vows 

you make to them and God? Deuteronomy 23:21-23 teaches us to take these moments seriously. God expects 

us to follow through and that He will hold us to it.  Since a vow is voluntary, it is smart to control our tongues 

and only make promises or vows we intend to keep. Wise people know that “haste makes waste, silence is 

golden, and that it is better to look before you leap.” Let’s be ever so careful to not make empty vows to God 

or anyone else. Be wise. 
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Derek McFarland 

March 9 

Deuteronomy 24-27  

 

 

 

 

 

A trend in evangelical circles is the emphasis on being socially conscious, which includes caring for the weak 

and vulnerable. This trend, however, is not something new. The Old Testament leaves little room to doubt 

God’s perspective on this issue: he cares about human suffering and calls his people to do the same. In Deuter-

onomy 26, Moses tied and Israelite’s holiness before the Lord to a faithful tithe and providing for the foreigner, 

the fatherless, and the widow (along with the Levite) according to the command of God. Without a doubt, the 

Hebrews could not claim to live a satisfactory life according to God’s word without caring for the vulnerable 

people around them. The consistent theme evident throughout Deuteronomy is this: righteousness is not the 

result of works performed, but rather works are an expected outcome of the faith of persons within the cove-

nant community. God expected his people to care about the hurting and disadvantaged among them because 

renewed and circumcised hearts gave them a love for such people. The life and teachings of Jesus, the ministry 

of the early church in Acts, and the exhortations of Paul all point to this fact: God wants his people to care for 

the weak and vulnerable around them. After all isn't this what Christ did for us. We were among the weakest 

and most vulnerable but God being rich in his mercy while we were still sinners Christ died. So, live a life to-

day that is a loving one. Love the unlovable because we were there at one point and Christ showed his love to 

us on the cross.   
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Tracy Wills 

March 10 

Deuteronomy 28 

 

 

 

 

 

This long passage of scripture describes the blessings of obedience and the curses of disobedience. The first 

part of the chapter was encouraging to me as I like to read about blessings from the Lord. It was hard for me to 

make it through the curses of disobedience. The scriptures felt so dark to me as I read them aloud. I felt myself 

reading faster to make it to the end. I wanted out of the description of the curses. The final verse left me feeling 

cold and so I had to go back and read the first part of the chapter so that I could be reminded of the joy and 

light that I felt from the blessings of obedience. 

 

These scriptures remind me of something that my father told me when I became a preteen. I was earning bits of 

freedom from my parents. I remember by dad telling me that he had prayed a circle of protection around my 

life. He explained that as long as I was being obedient to my parents and to the Lord that I would have the pro-

tection of the Lord on my life (the blessing of obedience). This made me feel very joyful and excited. But then 

he shared the rest of the deal with me and it felt much like the curse of disobedience found in Deuteronomy 28. 

He explained that if I chose to step out of the will of the Lord and was disobedient in my ways that I was step-

ping out of the circle of protection that he had prayed around my life. There were times that I felt the darkness 

from the curse of disobedience sneaking up on me but I am thankful that I always had the blessings of obedi-

ence waiting on me to return. I remain thankful for the circle (blessings of obedience) that the Lord puts around 

my life when I am obedient to him, my Father.  
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Hillary Folsom 

March 11    

Deuteronomy 29-31 

 

 

 

 

The Israelites covenant with God – they promised to love and obey His rules and He would bless their nation 

with prosperity as they helped others know him. 

 

The covenant, the deal- when we make a deal, is it easy to forget what our part of the deal is? What is our re-

sponsibility? 

 

Just as they Israelites began to forget what God had done for them and what they were supposed to be doing, 

we forget. 

 

All God asks of us is to know Him and make Him known. Sounds simple enough, right? 

 

Then why do we find it so hard to keep that covenant sometimes? Take a moment and think about your part of 

the covenant today. 
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Teresa Vice 

March 12 

Deuteronomy 32-34 

 

 

 

 

Then Moses climbed Mount Nebo from the plains of Moab to the top of Pisgah, across from Jericho. There the 

Lord showed him the whole land—from Gilead to Dan, 2 all of Naphtali, the territory of Ephraim and Manas-

seh, all the land of Judah as far as the Mediterranean Sea, 3 the Negev and the whole region from the Valley of 

Jericho, the City of Palms, as far as Zoar. 4 Then the Lord said to him, “This is the land I promised on oath to 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob when I said, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ I have let you see it with your eyes, 

but you will not cross over into it.” Deuteronomy 34: 1-4 

 

This is utterly heartbreaking.  Although Moses had a staggering number of miracles, accomplishments, and 

victories on his resume, it did not change the fact that he would never enter the Promised land. 

 

God is loving, merciful, and just, but He demands obedience from His children.  We too, like Moses trade in 

our blessings that God has prepared and planned for us by allowing our fleshly disobedience and deceitful de-

sires to steal them away. When we give in to the flesh, it robs us of the joys that God has for us. 

 

Thought for the day:  We must always remember that although our sins can be forgiven, there will always be 

consequences for our sins. 

 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Secretary 



77 

Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

March 13          

Joshua 1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

Spiritual leadership and spiritual leaders are always necessary in God’s Kingdom.  When God buries one He 

raises up another!  He did it with Moses and Joshua and He continues to so in this day and time as well.  

 

Notice the obvious chain of command here.  God speaks to Joshua, Joshua speaks to the leaders, the leaders 

speak to the people.  Wise is the church that respects its spiritual leaders and wise is the church that put priority 

on raising up new leaders.  

 

There are many factors to the success of Mount Zion Ministries but mature leadership such as staff, deacons 

and teachers is a major one.  Some people will always have a problem with leadership but it’s God’s plan, it 

works in His promise land and it works in His church.  
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Mark West 

March 14 

Joshua 4-6 

 

 

 

 

Today’s entire passage is an excellent reminder that God constantly has a plan in our lives. There are 2 great 

examples from today’s reading.  

 

After the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, God told Joshua to take up 12 stones from the parted 

River. Joshua followed God’s command exactly. When the Israelites questioned the significance of the stones, 

God revealed that the stones were symbolic that the Israelites crossed the Jordan on dry ground, and that He 

was always with them. 

 

In verse 18 of Chapter 4, God commands Joshua to instruct the Priests who were carrying the Ark of the Cove-

nant to come out of the Jordan. The Priests followed God’s command exactly. As soon as the priests exited the 

Jordan, the once parted waters immediately fell back into place! These are just a few of the many examples of 

how God’s hand was powerful in the lives of the Israelites. 

 

Even today, God does the same sort of powerful things in our lives. If we trust and obey God’s commands, He 

will show up in ways we would never imagine. There will be many times in our lives where God’s plan is dif-

ficult to understand, but we must continue taking heart, trusting God, and thriving in our faith. Can you think 

of a time in your life where God’s direction seemed unclear? Remember that He always has and always will 

have a plan for your life. 

 

How do you see God working in your life today? Pray today that you will trust God always, even when His 

direction seems unclear. 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 
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Rick Nabors   

March 15    

Joshua 7-8 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

So Achan answered Joshua and said, “Truly, I have sinned against the LORD, the God of Israel, and this is 

what I did”. Joshua 7:20 NASB 

 

Almost every home has that one item that is off limits from the kids.  No playing with it, touching it, or even 

looking at it!  It may be a family heirloom or something that is of great value.  We all know that it’s just a mat-

ter of time before that object draws the attention of little eyes and hands.  Before long the shiny item that was 

displayed on the mantle is now in the child’s room and has been turned into a toy. 

 

God granted Israel victory over Jericho, but with conditions.  God said prior to the battle, “But as for you, only 

keep yourselves from the things under the ban, so that you do not covet them and take some of the things under 

the ban, and make the camp of Israel accursed and bring trouble on it.  But all the silver and gold and articles 

of bronze and iron are holy to the LORD; they shall go into the treasury of the LORD” (Joshua 6:18-19). 

 

Each day we pass the “shiny” things of this world.  Although they grab our attention, we should resist bringing 

them home.  What we bring home will eventually find its way into our heart.  Achan paid for his transgression 

not only with his life, but the lives of his entire family.  Achan tried to Conceal his sin under the family tent.  

Now we see Achan being Confronted over his sin.  The sin of man is not hidden from God.  Although Achan 

confesses his sin, he must suffer the Consequences.  

 

Prayer for today:  Lord, help me to not covet anything that the world has to offer. 
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Rodney Gardner 

March 16 

Joshua 9-10 

 

 

 

 

Joshua 9: 12-20 

God had instructed Israel to destroy the Canaanites. How then, did Joshua fail in that assignment with the peo-

ple of Gibeon? 

 

First, the decision was made on the basis of appearances rather than a careful study. Joshua and the elders 

came to a hasty decision. (9:12-14) 

 

Second, the decision was made without seeking counsel from the Lord (9:14). This was Israel’s gravest mis-

take and if you would be honest it is ours as well. This was not the norm for Joshua but on this occasion, he 

acted on his own, with bad results.  

 

Third, the decision was poor, but the deal was honored nevertheless (9:18-20). To the nation’s credit, it made 

good on its commitment. 

 

It challenges one to ask, especially those in leadership. On what basis am I making decisions? Am I seeking 

God’s wisdom and timing? Do I follow through on the agreements I make, even if it costs me?   
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

March 17          

Joshua 11-13 

 

 

 

 

These chapters record the conquest of the many Kings of the Land of Canaan.  Joshua did not destroy every 

city and every citizen of Canaan, but what he did was to destroy the major cities and Kings to break the power 

of the land.  Chapter 12 names the thirty-three Kings that were conquered and to give rest to the land. 

 

So many times, the sermon and song of Canaan is described as a picture of heaven.  We have all heard the 

song; “I Am Bound for Canaan Land” or “I Won’t Have to Cross Jordan Alone”.   

 

The thing is, in Canaan there was war, strife, defeat, death, sickness and tears.  None of those things will be a 

part of heaven.  Canaan is a picture of a believer’s walk on earth and that we can trust God, walk in victory and 

overcome defeat if we will walk in the faith, trust and have a Spirit-filled life. 
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

March 18                                                                 

Joshua 14-16                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

Joshua 14:6-13 tells us that Caleb has come to Joshua looking for the land that the Lord had promised him be-

cause of his obedience. Of the twelve scouts that had went into Canaan only Joshua and Caleb came back say-

ing that Israel could take the land. The other ten did not trust the Lord for the victory and the people listened to 

them which led to them wandering in the desert forty years. 

 

But God had promised Caleb some land for his faithfulness and forty-five years later he received it. We can 

always trust Gods’ promises. Even if it has been a while we can know that what He said He will do, He will 

do. So, wait on the Lord, your patience will be rewarded. 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

March 19                                                                                                                                                

Joshua 17-19 

 
 

 

 

 

 

It came about when the sons of Israel became strong, they put the Canaanites to forced labor, but they did not 

drive them out completely. Joshua 17:13 NASB 

 

 

I was recently watching an exciting defensive-led football game with a very close score going into the fourth 

quarter.  Suddenly, one team called the right offensive play against the wrong defensive scheme.  The ball was 

snapped and handed off to the running back who ran around the right end untouched and seemed to score the 

go-ahead touchdown.  The play was reviewed only to be ruled that the running back began to celebrate prema-

turely and had spiked the ball before crossing the goal line. The play was ruled a fumble with possession going 

to the other team.  The difference between victory and defeat in that game came down to follow through. 

 

 

Complete victory for Israel could only come by complete obedience in driving out the people from the Prom-

ised Land.  What Israel failed to do became a problem for generations to come. 

The lesson for us today is to remember that we cannot stop short of the goal of total obedience. 

Follow through in the Christian life means we stay in the game and “Press on toward the goal for the prize of 

the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14). 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

March 20 

Joshua 20-21 

 

 

 

When the cities of refuge were created, they were designed to be a safe-haven for those who have committed 

unintentional manslaughter. A person could flee to that city and, if brought in, that person could escape the ret-

ribution from the “avenger of blood.” 

 

Scripture tells us that mans “heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know 

it?” (Jer. 17:9) James 2:10 says, “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is 

guilty of all.” It is clear that we’re not just unintentional with our sins and yet, the bible is clear, “the wages of 

sin is death.” (Rom. 6:23) We may argue that we have never killed anyone, but scripture says that to hate is on 

par with murder (1 John 3:15). When we gossip, slander, lie about, and cause division, do we not assault and 

murder the image of God in those who He created? God will be the “avenger of blood” for humanity, and His 

judgment after death is coming! But at the same time, God is gracious, as He has provided for us a city of                

refuge, Jesus Christ! Judgment will come, but today, while breath is drawn, there is opportunity to run to the 

CROSS! Praise God for His mercy! 
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Cindy Thomas 

March 21                                                                                                                                                                                 

Joshua 22 – 24      

 

 

 

Serve the LORD 

 

“And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether 

the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in 

whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 

 

We must all make a choice about whom we are going to serve.  Challenge:  count how many times “serve” is 

used in Joshua 24.  The dictionary says to serve is to be a servant. I have asked many preschoolers what they 

want to be when they grow up and not one of them has answered “be a servant”.  Yet that is exactly what God 

calls us to be. 

 

As you read today’s scripture look at how faithful God is to fight for us, to give us victory.  We are to cling to 

Him (23:8) and remain loyal.  This will not only affect us, but the generations that come after us.  Leave a god-

ly legacy to your children and grandchildren by boldly stating: “As for me and my house, we will serve the 

LORD.” 
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Middle School                      

Pastor 

Greg Ragsdale 

March 22 

Judges 1-2 

 

 

 

BUT GOD 

  

 

Sometimes storms don't create character, they just reveal it. The Israelite people had faced many storms and 

each storm taught them something about the Israelites. This storm would be no exception. The death of their 

leader Joshua would test them in ways they didn’t expect. Would they still continue to follow God after God 

removed their leader? Would someone else step up to be the leader or would they choose their own way? 

  

 

When we see the words “but God” or “then the Lord” in scripture, which side of the statement do you want to 

be on? They made their choice and it wasn’t a good one and Judges 2:16 says, "Then the Lord raised up judg-

es." Many of us have chosen our own way in our lives; we have chosen to leave God out and live as if God 

didn't exist. The practice of practical atheism is to live as if God doesn’t exist and choosing to serve our flesh 

instead of the Father. Even then when we get caught up on our flesh, “Then the Lord” rescued us. If today you 

are reminded of how God delivered you or rescued you, then take time today to Praise God and reflect on your 

"but God" moment. 

 

 Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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Children’s                    

Administrator 

Jennifer Harmon 

March 23 

Judges 3-5 

 

 

 

 

Focal Passage: Judges 3 

 

A few weeks ago, on a Wednesday night, I had the opportunity to fill in for Mrs. Tracy and teach the 1st – 4th 

graders. I chose to teach them Colossians 3:23-24, “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working 

for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a 

reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.” Then, today, I read one verse in Judges 3 and it reminded me 

that whatever we do, we are to work at it with all our hearts, as working for the Lord. Judges 3:31 is one verse 

that mentions a man by the name of Shamgar. After a little bit of research, I learned that he was a farmer that 

used a tool he had, an ox goad, to fight the Philistines. The Bible says that he killed six hundred Philistines 

with this tool. He didn’t have a sword or armor, just an ox goad, and was able to kill not six soldiers but six 

hundred. An ox goad is a long stick with a pointed end and used as a cattle prod.  This is amazing to me and 

also, so encouraging!  God uses what we have when we offer it to Him. He will use us if we yield ourselves, 

our talents, abilities and/or tools to make a difference in the world around us. Shamgar offered who he was and 

what he had to be used of God and the last part of verse 31 says, “He too saved Israel.” What an amazing              

impact this farmer had in his lifetime. Whatever you do, do it with all your heart, as working for the LORD!  
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Derek McFarland 

March 24  

Judges 6-7 

 

 

 

 

In these chapters, we find the stories of Gideon and his life. Gideon was a man who accomplished many great 

things for the Lord, yet he, as everyone does, had his short comings. Gideon put God to the test. By placing the 

fleece on the floor, Gideon took matters into his own hands and showed that he did not fully and wholly trust 

God and his sovereignty. God had already told him and made the promise that He would fight on the behalf of 

his people. Gideon’s practice, however, confirmed that he was reluctant to simply take God at his word. The 

tangible symbol of the wet fleece was a secondary sign of God’s faithfulness to confirm his word to the leader 

he had chosen. How many times in our life do we forget the promises of God? He has a great and majestic plan 

for his people and will fight on behalf of us; so let us remember that we have a God that fights on our behalf. 

Trust in the promise and the provision of God today and remember that he already fought the biggest fight that 

we would ever have to face, when Jesus endured the cross.  
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Tracy Wills 

March 25 

Judges 8-9 

 

 

 

 

 

With the help of the Lord, Gideon had many great moments leading up to these 2 chapters. He stood tall and 

didn't fall into the traps that many others would have stumbled into. Gideon listened to the Lord and wasn't 

afraid to enter battle with his second-rate army. He wasn't afraid to stand up, refuse to worship Baal, and tore 

down the altar of an angry mob. Gideon delivered his people from the Midianites and they wanted to make him 

king but he refused. Then we see him do a rather bizarre thing. In the midst of turning down the title of king, 

he decides to make a somewhat vain and odd request.  He requests that all of his admirers bring him one gold-

en earring worn by the more than one hundred twenty thousand enemy soldiers that were killed.  

 

 

Next, we see Gideon falter in his decision to make a "holy vest" out of the gold collected. One of God's great-

est warriors stumbled into a trap in the form of golden earrings. I am not sure what the thinking process was for 

Gideon or why he decided to make this "holy vest". Maybe he planned for it to be a reminder in his hometown 

that the Lord was with him throughout his greatest moments? However, the devil used Gideon's "holy vest" as 

a trap for him and his family (vs. 8:27). The people began to worship the vest and did not remember the Lord 

their God, who had rescued them from the hands of all their enemies or the things that Gideon had done for 

them. What traps will the devil set out for you? Things placed in your life may be like shining gold- BUT when 

you are gone what story will be told?  
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Hillary Folsom 

March 26   

Judges 10-11 

 

 

 

 

Is God our last resort? When things get messy what do we do? I usually try to fix it myself. 

 

The Israelites had many rough years of suffering because they didn’t see their sinful ways.  They turned from 

God and began worshipping pagans.  It was easy.  It is hard to follow God’s will. It’s not always fun. But it’s 

necessary.  When we are out of God’s will and plan for us, working on our own, so many things can go wrong. 

  

Rather than waiting until you’ve exhausted all resources (and yourself), try God first.  We see here what hap-

pens when there is distance between us and God.  He can fix every problem, if we ask…sooner rather than         

later. 
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Teresa Vice 

March 27 

Judges 12-14 

 

 

 

 

This story begins with the angel of the Lord appearing to Manoah’s wife and delivering a birth announcement 

along with a list of “don’ts” for her and the child.  The Bible says, “a razor is not to be used on his head and 

he is to be raised a Nazirite, to be set apart to God from birth.” Judges: 13:5b 

 

“Then Manoah prayed to the Lord: “O Lord, I beg you, let the man of God you sent to us come again to teach 

us how to bring up the boy who is to be born.” Judges 13:8 

 

This prayer spoke several things: First, Manoah realized that this man/angel must have been of God by the sal-

utation of his prayer.  Second, Manoah did not question his wife concerning the angel, the birth of a child, or 

the instructions on how it should be raised.  Third, the request Manoah made asking God to send the angel 

back, proved they were willing to take on this role and that they had teachable spirits and trusted that God 

would hear their plea. 

 

Thought for the day:  The Christian life is about faith and trust.  God will move us right out of our comfort 

zone and ask us to do what we think is the impossible… and all the while He is waiting and saying My beloved 

child, “Seek My Face” and “Trust in My un-failing Love.”  Psalm 27:8, Psalm 13:5 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Secretary 



92 

Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

March 28 

Judges 15-17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So he told her all that was in his heart and said to her, “A razor has never come on my head, for I have been a 

Nazirite to God from my mother’s womb. If I am shaved, then my strength will leave me and I will become 

weak and be like any other man.” Judges 16:17 NASB 

 

 

Samson had been set apart by God from birth to judge or rule over the nation of Israel. Having a Nazirite vow 

meant that Samson could not touch a dead body, drink wine that was fermented, or cut his hair.  This seems 

like a very simple set of rules to follow, yet Samson struggled to stay true to his vow for most of his life.  Sam-

son liked to stay close to the edge of disobedience by telling riddles that could cause him to lose the anointing 

of God on his ministry.  The result was costly.  Samson lost more than his hair; he lost his testimony and 

brought dishonor to his God. 

 

 

When we hang out close to the edge of disobedience, we risk losing so much.  We can lose our testimony, 

bring shame and grief to our families, and most importantly bring dishonor to the Lord and His church.  The 

edge for us might be a relationship, a habit, or even a routine.  Why not choose this day to back away from the 

edge? 

 

Prayer for today: Lord please reveal anything in my life today that I should back away from!  
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Mark West 

March 29  

Judges 18-19 

 

 

 

 

Micah was too blinded and foolish to see that the idols and carved images he had possession of had no power. 

He didn’t realize that his idols were stolen and had no actual significance. 

Sometimes we are so blinded by our wants and our desire to please others that we don’t see our own personal 

idols. Some of our idols could include our kids, family, job, sports teams, or material desires. We’re human. 

We want to have fun, please others, and enjoy life. We want pleasurable things, and we often don’t even stop 

to consider whether they are consuming our attention more than God. We continue to blindly pursue our own 

interests.  

 

When will we wake up and realize that only Jesus will fill those voids where we set up idols? No sports team 

or luxury car will ever fill give us ultimate happiness. Only Christ can.  

The song “Clear the Stage” by Jimmy Needham is so relevant to this point. Needham boldly states that 

“Anything I put before my God is an idol.” Take a moment to truly ponder those words. Anything I put before 

God?? How often do we push off reading our Bibles or praying to God due to our fast-paced lives? How many 

days would we rather get an extra hour of sleep than wake up and meditate on God’s word? Why do we have 

so much energy while watching our kids’ sporting events, yet we struggle to pay attention in church? Why 

would we rather watch Sunday night football than go to DT and EE? These just a few of the examples of how 

God can be pushed to the backs of our minds if we aren’t careful. It is okay to have fun and enjoy life, but 

strive to have the same enthusiasm about serving God! 

 

Pray today that we will seek happiness from God instead of in material things. Challenge yourself to seek God-

liness and Biblical maturity rather than temporary happiness. Make God the forefront of your mind, and con-

stantly seek to honor Him over all. 
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

March 30                                                              

Judges 20-21         

 

                                                     

 

 

 

Imagine having no laws or government. What if everyone just did whatever they thought was right. Someone 

may think that it is ok to steal your food if their family is hungry, so they take it with no regards for your                

family. 

 

According to Judges 21:25 that was the care with Israel. God established governments to keep order and pun-

ish those who do wrong (Romans 13). For man to follow his heart and not a common law will lead to destruc-

tion (Jeremiah 17:9; Proverbs 14:12). God gave us government to be a temporary fix to our problem of sin. But 

He gave us Jesus as a permanent fix. Jesus changes our heart and gives us the Holy Spirit to guide our deci-

sion. Let government be a reminder that we have an eternal need that only Jesus can fulfill. 
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Rodney Gardner 

March 31 

Ruth 1-4 

 

 

 

 

Ruth 1: 14-17 

In the days of Ruth at the conclusion of Judges, there was no King in Israel- everyone did what was right in his 

own eyes. The question cries out: When will God provide a king for His people? The book of Ruth tells how 

God uses an unknown widow from a foreign nation to produce a king for His people.  God always has His peo-

ple, and is always carrying out His purposes.  

 

The turning point for me is found in verse 14… “Ruth clung…” Think about the meaning of that word for a 

minute: cleaves, clings, closely pursued, deeply attracted, fastened its grip, held fast, and joined together.  Ruth 

would not depart from Naomi, forsaking her own people, not thinking of not having a husband, or of poverty 

or distress but chose to forsake all and follow Naomi. In verse 16 we see that Ruth’s testimony was to make 

Naomi’s God, her God.  

 

Remember the day when you clung…  

Ruth marries Boaz, a “redeeming relative,” and through her a son is born whose grandson is David- God’s an-

swer to Israel’s need for a king. And through David the King of Kings was descended-  God’s answer to the 

world’s need for a Savior. 

 

Are you aware that God wants to use you? The impact of your faithfulness may seem small and insignificant, 

but as Ruth shows, that hardly matters. Any spark of faith can light a fire of righteousness. Do others see God 

through your words and actions, to the point that they want to cling to your God, as Ruth desired to cling to 

Naomi’s God?  
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

April 1           

1 Samuel 1-3 

 

 

 

 

Today is April 1 and as you know today is “April Fool’s Day”.  Many different tricks will be played on unsus-

pecting people who will fall for April Fool’s Day.  For some people, April Fools is a way of life and the Bible 

says in Psalm 14:1a “The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God”...... 

 

As we began our reading of the book of Samuel one would truly have to be a fool not to know God works in 

biblical history.  Someone once said, history is really “His story”.  Books like 1Samuel help us see the hand of 

God at work in the affairs of men to bring the Savior into the world. 

 

So, do not be foolish and ignore all the truths of both 1 Samuel where we will see the people’s King and then 2 

Samuel when we shall see God’s King and the royal linage of Jesus Our Lord and Savior. 
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

April 2                                                                 

1 Samuel 5                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

The Philistines found out quickly that having God in their midst was a bigger deal than they had bargained for. 

Just like their god Dagan fell, all things in our lives that we put before God, pale in comparison to Him and 

will fall someday. But instead of turning God away as the Philistines did, we can turn to God and trade His 

judgement in for mercy and grace. 

 

Don’t settle for counterfeit gods when you can have the One True God Who loved you enough to give His Son 

for you. 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

April 3 

1 Samuel 8-11 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Then the Spirit of the LORD will come upon you mightily, and you shall prophesy with them and be changed 

into another man. 1 Samuel 10:6 NASB 

 

 

The Nation of Israel wanted an earthly king to rule over them.  Samuel warned Israel that God was their King, 

yet the people insisted.  God granted them their request.  The chosen king would be named Saul.  Saul was a 

farmer by trade and had no experience in leading the people, yet he would now be “changed into another 

man” (1 Samuel 10:6), and have his heart changed by God (1 Samuel 10:9).  

 

 

Anytime we read God’s Word it would be wise for us to consider the context of each passage of scripture.  

Saul was filled with the Holy Spirit enabling him to carry out the duties of king.  This was a picture of God be-

ing “on” the king more than being “in” the king.  For God to have His hand “on” Saul meant that as long as 

Saul walked in the presence and power of God, he would be blessed of the Lord.  Sadly, Saul was more secular 

than spiritual, and this secular nature would define his reign as king.  

 

 

No matter how hard we try it seems that the old man inside of us seeks to draw us back to where we came 

from, spiritually speaking. As Born Again Believers, we have the Holy Spirit indwelling our lives. We know 

that God is “in us” each day; yet can we say God is “on us”? Do we have a life that displays a changed man or 

woman? Let’s seek the spiritual today rather than the secular! 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

April 4 

1 Samuel 12-14:23 

 

 

 

 

In 1 Samuel 12:21, Samuel told Israel, “Don’t turn away to follow worthless things that can’t profit or deliver 

you; they are worthless.” (HCSB) Whether it be in the false gods Israel had turned to in the past or to the re-

quest of an earthly king, Israel had repeatedly put their trust and hope in “worthless things.” Our God is eternal 

and completely satisfying! Think of the logic. To worship things that are created or made, is foolish! For all 

things made, have a beginning and end, therefore, the satisfaction they offer can only be temporary! God is 

unique, in that, He was not made, but has always been and the satisfaction that He provides, is forever! He 

even created the feelings you feel when you are satisfied as you eat your favorite food, enjoy your favorite 

hobby, or love your spouse! How much more enjoyable is the one who made those things!? 

 

In John 4:14, Jesus says to the woman at the well, “whoever drinks from the water that I will give him will 

never get thirsty again—ever!” (HCSB) As followers of Christ, we must never put our trust and satisfactions of 

life in the “worthless things,” of this world, even people. If we do, we’ll be let down sooner or later. Delight in 

Christ, that the flows of satisfaction may never run dry! 
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Danielle Thomas 

April 5 

1 Samuel 14:24–16 

 

 

 

Disobedience Equals Consequences 

 

 

In 1 Samuel 14:24-16, God has taken His hand off of Saul as king of Israel, and anointed David to be His cho-

sen King. We see in 1 Samuel 15:3, God instructed Saul and the Israelites through Samuel. “Now go, attack 

the Amalekites and totally destroy everything that belongs to them. Do not spare them; put to death men and 

women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, camels and donkeys.” In verse 9, “But Saul and his army spared 

Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle, the fat calves and lambs – everything that was good.” The Lords was 

grieved that He had made Saul king. Saul was given specific instructions and he chose to not follow. Saul gave 

excuses for his disobedience. That they were going to use the spoils to worship God. Saul’s disobedience led to 

David being chosen as king over Israel. After Saul’s disobedience he had no peace. Saul’s fellowship was bro-

ken from God.  

 

 

How many times do we get specific instructions and justify in our minds not following them? God is loving, 

but He asks for total obedience. Even delayed obedience is still disobedience. The Lord has a specific plan for 

our lives. We were created to have fellowship with Him. When we disobey that fellowship is broken. There is 

no peace when we aren’t doing what we are called to do or being the person the Lord has called us to be. Ex-

amine yourself. Are you being obedient to what the Lord has told you to do? 
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Greg Ragsdale 

April 6 

1 Samuel 17-18 

 

 

Just a boy! 

 

Remember standing on the diving board when you could barely swim and your dad or someone you trusted 

was in the deep end saying “just jump I’ll catch you”? Maybe you just couldn’t muster the courage to jump and 

then someone said, “move I’ll do it.” God sends each of us someone who displays real faith that challenges our 

faith. We also have people in our life that are God-given foes (enemy or opponent) that test our faith.  

Here the Israelite people are standing at the end of the diving board with God saying, “trust me” and a giant 

saying, “if you jump, I’ll destroy you”.  David overhears their dilemma. No one ever even intended for David 

to get involved except God.  God’s plan was to use the faith of a boy to challenge the faith of a group of peo-

ple. Even David’s brothers mocked him for stepping up to the challenge.  

 

Sometimes the most unlikely people stand in the way of obedience. Giants come in all shapes and sizes. Giants 

in our lives may even be people we love with good intentions and don’t realize they are standing in the way of 

obedience. In Chapter 17 verse 33, David was reminded he was just a boy, but in verse 35, David showed them 

how God has been preparing him for such a task. God will never ask us to do something He hasn’t prepared us 

for, positioned us for, and empowered us for in this life.  

God, today what is standing in the way of my obedience?  

 

 Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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Jennifer Harmon 

April 7 

1 Samuel 19-21 

 

 

 
 

Focal Passage: 1 Samuel 20 

 

My mother used to warn me about choosing my friends wisely. She would say, “birds of a feather flock togeth-

er.” I had no idea what that really meant for the longest time, it was just lumped into one of the speeches I was 

given often. I am so thankful for those “speeches” I received from my mom. My mom knew what I did not at 

the time, friendships could help you flourish in life or they could finish you. Friendships can be refreshing or 

they can ruin you. David and Jonathan’s relationship is an example of a strong friendship. They cared for one 

another so much that they were willing to give their lives for one another. There are several friendships in the 

Bible that come to mind, Ruth and Naomi, Paul and Barnabas, Paul and Timothy, the list can go on and on. 

These weren’t perfect friendships but they were biblical. We can have great intentions and potential in life but 

without biblical, “speak the truth in love” kind of friends, our lives will be missing a main ingredient for suc-

cess. Do you have strong, Bible-believing, Jesus-following friends? Do they encourage you in your relation-

ship with Jesus? God wants to use these relationships in our lives to sharpen us, encourage us and love us 

through the greatest and the toughest times.  
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Derek McFarland 

April 8 

1 Samuel 22-24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At this point in Israel’s history, a civil war threatened to divide the nation as Saul was trying to kill David.   

David had ascended to great popularity, while Saul had fallen out of favor with the people. While David was 

out slaying giants and wining battles, Saul’s jealousy eroded the health of the kingdom. Saul had tried to kill 

David numerous times until David finally fled to the wilderness. For years, David had been running from Saul 

and his men. But something unexpected happened inside this cave. Saul found himself in a vulnerable position 

and at the mercy of David. Of course, David’s men encouraged him to take advantage of the situation and to 

end Saul. In this moment, David had the chance to end Saul’s terror over his life, the public’s supporting the 

right from God to the throne, but he used this opportunity to reinforce Saul and his kingship instead of destroy-

ing him. To cut off some of Saul’s robe would have been a symbolic act that discredited Saul’s authority as 

king. It may have looked as if David was going to listen to his friends and kill Saul. David knew however he 

could not kill God’s anointed king no matter the circumstance. David trusted God and his provision. Jesus 

demonstrated great mercy to those who punished him as well. Rest and know today that the mercy and grace 

Jesus displayed on the cross was for us. When we turned our back on Jesus he gave us life. Jesus truly is a 

greater and better David.  
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Tracy Wills 

April 9 

1 Samuel 25-27 

 

 

 

 

 

Abigail is described as both intelligent and beautiful in chapter 25. There must be some truth to the thought 

that opposites attract because her husband, Nabal, is the opposite of all the things that she is. There really isn't 

anything positive that we can say about him other than he made a fabulous choice in marrying her. The Bible 

describes him as wealthy, foolish, abrupt, and mean in his dealings. David's plan in chapter 25 is to send a 

greeting to Nabal asking him to return the favorable kindness once shown to him and his shepherds. They had 

been a wall of protection both day and night for Nabal's shepherds. David now finds himself hitting a wall of 

stubbornness when trying to communicate and seek blessings from Nabal. The insults and refusal to offer 

bread and water to David's men didn't set well with me as I read the scriptures. The human nature inside of us 

wants people to "get what they deserve", both good and bad. 

 

  

And then Abigail emerges with her wisdom and kindness. She takes it upon herself to act on behalf of Nabal as 

she ministers to David and his men. She reminds David in chapter 25:28-30 that he fights "the Lord's battle" 

and that his enemies will be hurled away "as out of the middle of a sling". Abigail's quick mediation saved Da-

vid from acting out alone in a battle that was not his to fight. Abigail really wasn't saving her husband from 

getting what he deserved. She was saving David from the needless battle and bloodshed that would be on his 

conscience (Ch. 25:31).  I think that Abigail's words continue to minister to David during his dealings in the 

next 2 chapters. In chapter 26:12, we see that the Lord put the men "in a deep sleep". I only want to be in the 

Lord's battles of life and not the ones that someone else creates for me. I pray that the Lord sends an Abigail to 

us when we are entering a battle that is not ours to fight. I pray that we are an Abigail to others when they are 

facing a Nabal. Thank you Lord for not giving us what we deserve and help us to be Christ-like when dealing 

with others.  
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Hillary Folsom 

April 10   

1 Samuel 28-31 

 

 

 

 

In these verses, we see Saul, who had banned those who did sorcery, consulting spirits and mediums- he turns 

to them for an answer in his time of stress.  He knew what he was doing was wrong. He was overwhelmed by 

the thought of the Philistine army. He felt backed into a corner, so he turned to his old ways.   

 

Have you reacted this way in a time of distress?  We know what is good and right, yet we still have the ‘old’, 

bad ideas and thoughts somewhere in our mind or heart.  We turn to those things that comforted us in the past- 

if it be a behavior, a person, a habit only to discover, again, it doesn’t work. 

 

The ultimate comfort and strength is in God. When our first inclination is to react poorly or run, pause and ask 

God to guide your reaction. 
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Teresa Vice 

April 11 

2 Samuel 1-2 

 

 

 

 

David and his men tore their clothes, mourned, wept, and fasted till evening for Saul and Jonathan.  Then              

David took up a lament concerning the two and required the men of Judah be taught the Lament as well.                 

(A lament is a formal expression of sorrow or mourning, especially in verse or song). 

 

Grief is so bitter sweet, we are left with raw emotions of pain, hurt, and anger, all the while knowing we must 

move on to the next day of life.  We must be willing to seek the presence of God through His word, prayer, and 

church family for a source of comfort and peace as we try and overcome our grief. 

 

Thought for the day:  Remember that God is on your side and wants what is best for you.  Cling to Him as you 

go forward with confidence.  Psalms 16:11 “You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of 

joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

April 12 

2 Samuel 3-5 

 

 

 

 

Sometimes little “nuggets” in God’s Word are just kind of hidden away.  You can often get caught up in the 

big idea and miss something very, very valuable!  The big idea - Saul is dead and David is finally going to be 

King, but wait, back up!  Don’t miss this “nugget!” 

 

Did you see who brought the word of Saul’s death and took credit for it, “an Amalekite.”  Remember Saul’s 

disobedience when confronted by Samuel?  He was supposed to slay all the Amalekite’s and he did not!   

 

Okay, so here is the “nugget!”  “The sin we fail to slay is often the very sin that will slay us.”  Tobacco, alco-

hol, and sexual immorality just to name a few Amalekites that resurface in peoples lives. 
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Mark West 

April 13 

2 Samuel 6-9 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 7 begins with David finding rest in his palace. He had subdued his enemies and found rest on every 

side through God’s blessing. David’s heart was revealed in verse two as he voices his concern for the Ark of 

God. He was dissatisfied to live in a palace while the Ark of God was housed only by tent curtains. David con-

sulted with Nathan the prophet, who, without consulting God, gave his blessing to proceed. David’s desire was 

out of pure motives but it was not within God’s plan for him. God had a specific plan and purpose for David 

which ultimately did not involve him building a temple for the Lord. God had taken David from the pasture 

and made him a ruler. God denied David’s desire to build Him a house but rewarded his heart by building him 

a dynasty full of his descendants. God’s promise to David was ultimately fulfilled in the most significant de-

scendent-Jesus Christ. Nathan was given the task to deliver God’s message to David in verse 17.   

 

David’s response to God’s message beginning in verse 18 gives us valuable insight into his heart. Upon receiv-

ing what would be discouraging news from the prophet Nathan, we find that David “went and sat in the Lord’s 

presence”. He sought God’s presence first. He did not hash things out with Nathan, but he instead went straight 

to the Lord. He acknowledged God’s sovereignty in his life. He acknowledged that he was where he was (in 

the palace) only because of God’s work in his life. He gave God credit for all his accomplishments thus far in 

life. He proclaimed God’s greatness and power. David was aware of God’s grace on his life. This scripture re-

veals the truth that the Lord is willing to work through a surrendered heart. 

 

How do you react when God has a different plan for your life? Do you have a surrendered heart to God?  

Reflect on God’s direction and provision in your own life. Think of where you started in your Christian life 

and where you are now. Thank him for his direction and divine providence in your life.  

When his plan for you is different than what you imagined, spend time in his presence and thank him for his 

perfect plan. 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

April 14 

2 Samuel 10-12 

 

 

 

 

The Bible said that David was a man after God’s own heart.  However, here is a tragic event in David’s life 

that would cost him more heartache than he could ever imagine.  It’s almost like a “Lifetime Movie” where we 

watch the sin that would lend to sorrow unfold. 

 

We are not speaking of an impassioned teenager, David is a middle-aged man with many wives and concu-

bines.  The problem was self-confidence.  The problem was self-indulgence. The problem was disobedience 

and idleness.  David should have been at the battlefield with his men.   

 

Temptation was not the sin but succumbing to the temptation instead of looking away.  The results led to adul-

tery, a dead husband, a dead baby and sinful consequences that would follow him the rest of his life.  Charles 

Spurgeon wrote, “God never allows His children to sin successfully.” 

 

As a pastor, I have watched this nightmare lived out over and over in so many people’s lives.  Adultery has a 

lot of collateral damage!  Learn from David’s mistake and never say, “it won’t happen to me.”  If it can happen 

to the man after God’s own heart, it can happen to anyone.  
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Rodney Gardner 

April 15 

2 Samuel 13-14 

 

 

 

 

 
 

King David commits adultery with Bathsheba and she becomes pregnant. He then tries to cover it up by or-

chestrating the murder of her husband Uriah. David is confronted by Nathan the prophet and David repents 

(Psalm 32 and 51). 

 

The first of many consequences of David’s sin begins. First the death of his son conceived from adultery (Ch. 

12), the rape of his daughter Tamar, the murder of Ammon his son and the loss of his son Absalom, who killed 

Ammon out of anger for the rape of Tamar then left to avoid punishment.  

 

We see that sin never pays. Its price tag is always much higher than its worth. So this text teaches us stay away 

from sin and to stop it sooner than later. How many families have suffered because a mother or father refused 

to discipline their children? How many marriages have ended because a husband or wife refused to deal with 

sin? There’s no doubt about it, sin separates. Sin separates us from God and from others. 

 

The bad news is there are consequences for sin. Mainly, death and final separation from God for those who 

refuse to repent and accept Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

 

The good news is we don’t have to suffer the wrath of God for our sin. Jesus paid the penalty for sin for all 

those who would receive it. Have you received the forgiveness of sin? 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

April 16 

2 Samuel 15-16 

 

 

 

 

 

At the time I am writing this devotional for you to read on April 16, 2018, it is actually; January 24, 2017 and 

hopefully, you will remember the political climate at that time.  President Trump had just been Inaugurated and 

the Nation was a tender box politically.   

 

I’m sure many people were and are saying they have never seen such a political mess.  However, all they have 

to do is read their Bible.  No doubt David is under the heavy hand of God’s discipline and to David’s credit he 

knows it and is letting it have it hard but necessary to work in his life. 

 

But the other side of the story is his slick, deceptive son Absalom who is claiming his father’s throne.  What a 

difference, King David was a hero and Absalom is a celebrity.  David is a true patriarch and Absalom is a true 

politician.  

 

He was foolish enough to think if he could win the people he could defeat God and His will.  It’s a mistake I 

see all the time when we go against God’s will, we always loose physically, morally and spiritually.   
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

April 17                                                                    

2 Samuel 17-18                                                         

 

 

  

 

 

Verse 14 shows us that Ahithophel had the better advice and it would have most likely destroyed David. But 

Absalom took Hushai advice became the Lord made Ahithophel’s advice seem foolish. Why did this happen? 

To answer this, we must go back and read 2 Samuel 15:31 and there we will find that David had prayed that 

God would make Ahithophel’s advice seem foolish. No matter how bad it seems God is in control of each situ-

ation. Even when something as big as an army is against us we can cry out to God and trust that He is in                

control.  
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

April 18           

2 Samuel 19-20 

 

 

 

 

I am now eighty years old. 2 Samuel 19:35a NASB 

 

 

Although we live in the rural part of our county, we do have a few neighbors.  For years Mr. Phillips was my 

closest neighbor.  Mr. Phillips was over ninety years old the first time I met him, and he still lived at home by 

himself.  He was blessed with a sharp mind.  During our first conversation together, Mr. Phillips wanted to 

know where I stood with the Lord and where I attended church. In spite of his age, my new neighbor kept what 

was important at the top of his “to do” list. 

 

 

In our passage today, we find a man named Barzillai, who was coming to escort King David back to Jerusalem, 

after the rebellion led by Absalom.  Barzillai had been the one who supplied David and his men with provi-

sions as they fled for their lives when the rebellion started (2 Samuel 17:27-29).  Barzillia, in spite of his age, 

made the trip to stand alongside the king.  Barzillia, in serving David, served the Lord. 

 

 

Since we are a servant of the Most High King, we should never use our age as an excuse to sit down on God.  

While it’s true that age affects us physically, it doesn’t have to affect us spiritually.  With each passing year our 

spiritual growth and maturity should be what our neighbors see in us.  Here’s the question for the day:  Do we 

love, serve, share, and cherish the Lord like we did when we first knew Him?  If not, ask the Lord for a re-

newed passion to serve as He leads. 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

April 19 

2 Samuel 21 – 22 

 

 

 

 

On January 22, 1973, the United States Supreme Court’s ruling on Roe v. Wade, began an unprecedented 

amount of political, civil, and social turmoil, still seen to this day, when the decision was made for the legaliza-

tion of abortion on demand. Near the end of her life, Norma McCorvey, Jane Roe, had realized she had made a 

crucial mistake. Her “zeal” to empower and enable women’s rights, led to the death of millions upon millions 

of babies. Norma admitted that “it was the biggest mistake of my life.” 

 

 

Often, we never stop to think about the consequences or repercussions that our actions will bring to ourselves, 

much less others. Saul’s “zeal” for his people brought about the slaughtering of the Gibeonites that Israel had 

vowed to protect during Joshua’s day. Israel suffered in famine and seven of Saul’s descendants were executed 

for Saul’s mistakes. It wasn’t until King David responded to God’s call for restitution over the broken vow, 

that “God responded to the plea for the land.” Misplaced “zeal” leads us upon dangerous grounds. If we are 

more zealous for self, others, or things than God, why should we expect God to rain down blessings upon our 

lives? 
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Danielle Thomas 

April 20 

2 Samuel 23-24 

 

 

 

Consequences to Our Actions 

 

 

David is getting close to the end of his life in today’s scripture. The Lord has blessed David with a mighty 

group of men and great army. In 2 Samuel 24:1, it says, “Again, the anger of the Lord turned against Israel and 

He incited David against them, saying, “Go and take a census of Israel and Judah.”” David chose to have a 

census taken. He wanted to see how great a number of men he had in his kingdom. David’s pride had gotten 

the best of him and in verse 24, David realizes the mistake he has made. God had promised David an abun-

dance of men and that He would be with David and take care of him. Because of David’s actions there were 

consequences. The Lord let David choose his punishment for his pride. There was a plague that wiped out 

70,000 people over 3 days. David repented of his sin and bought a threshing floor to sacrifice burnt offerings to 

the Lord. David knew that he couldn’t offer a sacrifice to the Lord without it costing him something.  

 

 

Just as David committed to the Lord, we can’t expect to be blessed without committing to the Lord. He wants 

our offerings of praise and worship, and that takes sacrifice. In our relationship with God we have to put forth 

the effort. That means sacrifice. There is a cost to every action. There can be blessings or consequences de-

pending on our choices. Jesus chose to die on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins. Choose your actions 

wisely. Always remember to count the cost of what has been done for you. 
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Greg Ragsdale 

April 21  

1 Kings 1-2:25 

 

 

 

Be a Man 

 

When I was a little boy I remember my dad picking at me for crying. I was a “crybaby”. The kid who cried 

over everything. I remember my dad saying, “You’ve got to toughen up and quit crying over everything”. Now 

I find myself doing the same with my son. For some reason, we are afraid that being a crier makes us less of a 

man. It’s the culture that we have grown up in. Not only are we not supposed to let them see us sweat we are 

not supposed to let them see us cry. 

 

Scripture teaches us that being a man is not about whether, or not you cry easily, but how you act. In David’s 

last days he charged his son to be a man. In 1 Kings 2, David tells him to be strong and be a man. He didn’t say 

don’t be a cry baby. He said, “Be strong observe what the Lord has commanded.” David instructed him that 

being obedient and being a man is the key to success.  

 

Success is what we want for our children just like David did. We want them to grow into strong men and wom-

en and take care of their families and be successful. The problem is most people go about it the wrong way. 

We make teaching our children to brush their teeth, take a bath, and clean their room a priority, but have you 

made sure they opened their Bible today. David set an example not just made a suggestion. How are you mak-

ing your children stronger today? How are you making yourself stronger today? 

 

 Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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Children’s                    

Administrator 

Jennifer Harmon 

April 22 

1 Kings 2:26-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The presence of knowledge does not indicate the presence of wisdom. Knowledge joined with experience can 

produce wisdom but is not always a guarantee. Wisdom comes from God. He often uses our experiences with 

knowledge to produce wisdom in us.  Solomon asked God for wisdom. He was humble and one that recog-

nized the Lord at work. Solomon humbled himself before the Lord and the Lord told him to ask for whatever 

he desired. The Lord was pleased with Solomon’s request and gave him amazing wisdom. What do you ask of 

God? We make many requests of him from day to day. Are they requests that please God and show that our 

heart has the right motives? Pray and ask God to help you live a life faithful to Him and full of wisdom.  
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Derek McFarland 

April 23  

1 Kings 5-7  

 

 

 

 

 

The intricate physical layout of the temple contained spiritual significance. It revealed a pattern for the worship 

practices of God’s people-from the nation of Israel to the church today. The temple consisted of three main 

sections: the outer courtyard, the Holy Place, and the Most Holy Place. In the Most Holy Place, God dwelled 

among his people and made it possible for their sins to be forgiven. Since the fall of man, the fellowship be-

tween God and his created image-bearers had been broken. Following their sin, Adam and Eve were banished 

from the garden, and angels guarded the way back into the presence of God. No longer could they simply walk 

with God in the cool of the day. They were now outsiders, barred from communion with their creator. God gra-

ciously intervened in humanity’s sinful predicament. Rather than requiring the people to prove themselves 

pure, God determined to invade their sin-drenched world with his glorious presence. First, he dwelled in a tab-

ernacle that would move with His people through the wilderness. Later, God dwelled in the temple. The temple 

molded the original garden, with the entrance to the Most Holy place guarded by imposing angelic figures 

carved in olive wood and overlaid with gold, just as angels blocked reentry to God’s presence (Gen 3:24; 1 

Kings 6:23-28). Then the dwelling of God among his people took a sharp turn. The very Son of God, Jesus 

Christ, came to dwell among his people. The glory of God became flesh and blood. All people including tax 

collectors, prostitutes and Pharisees could see the glory of God, hear him and speak to him. Today we have that 

direct access to God through his Holy Spirit be joyful knowing that no longer is anything required of us to 

make our way back into the presence of God just that we accept the grace of God.  
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Tracy Wills 

April 24 

1 Kings 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ark of the Covenant contained the stone tablets Moses made when the Lord entered a covenant with the 

Israelites. The most intriguing part of this chapter for me is the thick darkness or cloud that filled the house of 

the Lord. We often associate darkness or clouds with ominous times or think that a storm is coming. Untrue in 

this case! The cloud that filled the house of the Lord was the divine presence of the Lord. It was a symbol of 

God's acceptance of the temple as the tabernacle. Hmmm- maybe God doesn't always send his acceptance and 

presence in our lives in the form of a rainbow or sunshine?  

 

 

Think about David and what the scripture tells us about his heart for the tabernacle. He had it in his heart to 

build a tabernacle for the Lord. Have you ever wanted something in your heart but felt that you were in a dark, 

cloudy spot and things were not working out? The scripture tells us here that the Lord's plans were different 

from David's plans. He was not the one to build the temple. It would be his son, Solomon. Like the rainbow 

over the ark in Genesis, the Lord sent the cloud of darkness over the Ark of the Covenant as a reminder that he 

keeps his promises. It was not through the father, David, but through the son, Solomon that this promise was 

fulfilled. A beautiful reminder of the eternal life that we are promised through Jesus, the Son of God! 
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Hillary Folsom 

April 25 

1 Kings 9-11 

 

 

 

 

Solomon’s wisdom and mind for business is evident. We read of his years of respect from many nations and 

the rewards of gold, spices and jewels, the prosperity afforded to his people, thanks to his wisdom.  Plainly 

spoken, Solomon got ‘too big for his britches’. He didn’t turn away from God all at once. It was a slow, but 

deadly transition. 

 

For all of his wise leadership, he was unable to guard his heart.  His disobedience to God by marrying the for-

eign women was the first step to his demise. And his decision affected so many for years to come. 

 

Every decision we make has profound effects on many around us for years to come. Have God at the center of 

all those decisions and there will be peace in knowing you’ve made the right choice! 
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Teresa Vice 

April 26 

1 Kings 12-13 

 

 

 

 

After the death of King Solomon, the Israel nation split apart just as God had promised.  This is the result of 

Solomon’s disobedience and sin as well as Rehoboam’s decision to increase the tax burden upon the people. 

The ten Northern tribes revolted against Rehoboam and set up Jeroboam as the King of Israel, who eventually 

set up golden calves for worship. Rehoboam was the King of the Southern tribe of Judah and he was ready to 

go out and fight. 

 

1 Kings 12:24 “Thus says the Lord: You shall not go up nor fight against your brethren the children of Israel. 

Let every man return to his house, for this thing is from Me. Therefore, they obeyed the word of the Lord, and 

turned back, according to the word of the Lord.” 

 

As I was working on this devotion, I got up to get a cup of coffee and I looked out the window as it began to 

sprinkle rain. As the first drop hit the smooth, glassy, water in the pool it made a single ripple.  Then as the rain 

got heavier and harder the ripples eventually covered the entire pool making it look like a wave pool.  I could 

not help but think about this devotion and the way that sin and disobedience almost always start out small, like 

a single ripple and the next thing you know it is out of control, bringing forth destruction and disaster in com-

parison to a wave pool… Here we see it not only in a Nation, but also in the lives of each of these individuals... 

and time after time we will see it effect generation after generation. 

 

Question for the day:  Is your pool glassy and smooth or full of ripples like a wave pool? 
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

April 27                                                                  

1 Kings 14-15                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

Even though God gave Jeroboam the Kingdom of Israel, he turned his back on God and worshipped idols. For 

this reason, great judgment fell on Jeroboam and his family. Luke 12:48 reminds us that “to whom much is 

given much is required…” What are you doing with what God has given you? Have you taken His gifts and 

used them for your glory or God’s? From our health, to our money, and to our families are we surrendering all 

these things to the honor of the One Who gave them or for something else? 
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Mark West 

April 28 

1 Kings 16-18 

 

 

 

God is a miracle worker! 

 

I love reading about Elijah and his faith in God. The faith and confidence he has in God is so encouraging and 

is a great example for us to follow. He exhibited faith that God would provide for all his needs. God will listen 

to our prayers and cries for help. We all know that every prayer we pray may not be answered in the way we 

desire. God ultimately has a plan mapped out for our life. Sometimes the answer to our prayer may be no, but 

God may have something amazing planned for us that can only be revealed through a difficult situation. 1 

Kings 17 depicts that God is the author of life; He gives and he takes away. He alone saves and redeems. What 

a great and mighty God we serve! 

 

Today focus on your prayer requests.  

Give God praise for the answered prayers and victories you have witnessed. 

 

Examine your perspective of the unanswered prayers in your life. Possibly, God is saying “Not yet” or “No”. 

Even a “No” from God is still an answer.  

 

Based on the example of Elijah in the scripture, pray for your faith to be strengthened today! 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

April 29           

1 Kings 19-20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then he came to a cave and lodged there; and behold, the word of the LORD came to him, and He said to him, 

“What are you doing here, Elijah?” 1 Kings 19:9 NASB 

 

 

At Christmas time, people decorate their homes with all the trappings of the season.  To be honest, it’s no dif-

ferent at our house.  One Christmas, Angie decorated our porch with some small pre-lit trees, a sled, and a 

snowman that stood by our front door.  Later that evening we heard a big commotion coming from outside on 

the porch.  To our surprise after opening the door, we found Bernie, our granddaughter’s rather large (half 

chow/half german shepherd) dog, being “attacked” by the snowman.  Okay, Bernie just “thought” he was be-

ing attacked.  In reality, he had knocked the snowman over on top of himself.  The end result of this story was 

this:  Bernie ran into the house (off limits to any animal) and found a place to hide.  I will never forget asking 

this shaking and whimpering 80lb dog; “Bernie, what are you doing in this house?” 

 

 

In our passage for today, Elijah was on the run from Jezebel.  While it’s true she had threatened the Prophet of 

God, Elijah needed a reminder of who’s really in charge.  The Lord still had a plan for Elijah and the prophet 

needed to get out of the cave of despair.  The Lord reminds Elijah that he shouldn’t give in to doubt and des-

pair because He (God) controls the elements and can control the Prophet’s circumstances.  If Elijah had stayed 

in the cave, he would have missed mentoring Elisha and being caught up by a whirlwind and taken to heaven.  

If anyone finds themselves in the cave of despair today, this same question rings true; “What are you doing 

here?”  Let’s trust our God to protect and provide in spite of living in a threating world. 
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Rodney Gardner 

April 30 

1 Kings 21-22  

 

 

 

 

 

Ahab falls into the sin of covetousness. Covetousness is desiring something that is not yours, another person’s 

possessions, wife or success are examples. God had given Ahab a land flowing with milk and honey, but he 

wanted more. James 1:15 describes sin’s progress: “Then desire, when it has conceived, gives birth to sin, and 

sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.” 

 

Covetousness (greed) begins in the heart and leads to other sins. Do not take covetousness lightly. Jesus said, 

“take care and be on your guard against all covetousness for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 

possessions” (Luke 12:15). 

 

Watch out for greed. Jesus said one of the reasons the word does not take root in the hearts is that the 

“deceitfulness of riches” and the “desire for other things” chokes the word (Mark 4:19). Paul says of this sin in 

particular, “Covetousness is idolatry” (Col 3:15). 

 

We must learn to trust God and find our ultimate joy in Him. Giving generously also frees us from the power 

of greed. Jesus said that how you give reflects where your heart truly is (Luke 12:34). Giving frees you from 

the power of greed.  
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

May 1 

2 Kings 1-3 

 

 

 

 

The story of King Ahaziah is in some way, utterly amazing and in others, somewhat common place.  Ahaziah 

was the son of Ahab which explains several very important things.  His wicked heart, his allegiance to Baal 

and his disdain for the prophet Elijah.   

 

After a fall he sends for a word from the prophet of Baal at Ekron on his future.  Elijah met the envoy as they 

were returning and told them the King would not recover and would surely die.   

 

The Kings’ response was to arrest Elijah and fire rained down twice on two different 50 soldier units.  Only the 

honesty of the third captain and the promise of no harm to the prophet stop a third fiery judgement. 

 

Even after this, Ahaziah refused to repent!  Because of his pride, arrogance, and the depth of his wickedness he 

lay in that death bed with a rebellious heart. 

 

Why is that common place? Because we all have a death sentence on us, one out - one die.  The Bible says it’s 

an appointment we all have. Too many are like wicked King Ahaziah.  Instead of broken repentance, you see 

only bold rebellion.  
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

May 2                                                                

2 Kings 4-5                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

A widow, raising two sons unaided, would be a problem for anyone. But our God is the God of the widows 

(Psalm 68:5). Elisha tells her to get her jars and bring them to him. God will often take what we have already 

been given and use it in mighty ways. The more jars she brought the more the blessing came. In the same way, 

the more we give to the Lord the more He uses to be a blessing to us and others. Don’t hold back, give all you 

have of your time, money and resources to the Lord, so they can be used in a much better way than we ever 

could use them. 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

May 3        

2 Kings 6-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then they said to one another, “We are not doing right. This day is a day of good news, but we are keeping si-

lent; if we wait until morning light, punishment will overtake us. Now therefore come, let us go and tell the 

king’s household.” 2 Kings 7:9 NASB 

 

 

I will never forget the blizzard of 1993.  In spite of the dire warnings during the week leading up to that faith-

ful Friday night, many ignored the forecast and found themselves with no power, water, heat, or food.  Stores 

were closed, shelves emptied, and people became desperate.  Although travel was almost impossible on Satur-

day morning, myself and two other men set out in a 4x4 truck to deliver supplies to some church members in 

need.  Later that day we headed toward Anniston in hope of finding a store open where we could replenish our 

supplies.  We found one store open that had power, water, kerosene, and even milk and bread.  We hit the jack-

pot!  We shared the good news with everyone we came into contact with for the rest of that day! 

 

 

As Christians, we have found something far more important than a temporary fix of a gallon of milk and a loaf 

of bread.  We have found forgiveness for our sins, and we feast at the table of grace and mercy each day.  A 

lost world around us is spiritually starving and it is up to us to share the Good News of the Glorious Gospel of 

Christ.  Let’s use this day to “go and tell” someone about Jesus and His gift of eternal life! 

 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

May 4 

2 Kings 9-10 

 

 

 

 

In U.S. law, a person can be indicted with “felony murder” under the “law of parties,” just for being a part of 

or contributing to a murder, even though they may have not even physically taken part in the murder them-

selves. Under our legal system today, Ahab and Jezebel would be tried and found guilty of the murder of their 

own children! 

 

In the anointing of Jehu as King over Israel, Jehu was called to “strike down the house of Ahab” because of the 

bloodshed that Ahab and Jezebel had brought upon the prophets and servants of the Lord. God, nor Jehu, was 

to blame for the destruction of Ahab’s family, just Ahab and Jezebel. Many desire to leave behind a wonderful 

legacy or inheritance for their children, but often, our intentions are contradicted by our actions. What we sow 

today, may be reaped by our children and grandchildren in the future! We never stop to think that our choices 

today, whether financial, relational, or habitual, may cause destruction in the lives of those we profess to love. 

In one hand, Jezebel and Ahab may have thought they were setting up a kingdom for their children, but be-

cause of their actions, they were , digging their own graves! True love cares not only for the physical well-

being, but also the spiritual. How dreadful it would be, to know that you played a part in your own children’s 

destruction! Be the chain breaker! Every day, ask God to enable you to sow Christ into the lives of those you 

influence, so that you know the harvest will produce life giving fruit! 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 
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Danielle Thomas 

May 5 

2 Kings 11-13 

 

 

 

 

 

Israel and Judah had a series of worldly kings. In 2 Kings 11-13, Joash had the priests collect money to repair 

the temple of the Lord. There wasn’t an account of money. The money met all the needed expenses and the 

workers were honest.  

 

In chapter 13, Elisha tells king Jehoash to “take the arrows and strike the ground.” King Jehoash struck the 

ground three times with the arrows, but there were still arrows left in the quiver. Elisha was angered by King 

Jehoash not completing the shooting of all the arrows. Elisha was revealing to the king the blessings that Lord 

was about to bestow on his kingdom. King Jehoash stopped short. He didn’t fully trust in all the Lord was go-

ing to do through him. 

 

How many times have stopped short because we thought it was “good enough.” We have to surrender to God’s 

plan and go the distance He calls us to go. We can still benefit, but if we don’t go the distance we miss out on 

the much bigger and better plans the Lord has for us. We must choose to be “all in.” That is the only way to 

truly live. I encourage you to live today and the rest of your days “all in” for the Lord. Accept God’s blessings 

and live unabandoned for HIM. 
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Middle School                      

Pastor 

Greg Ragsdale 

May 6 

2 Kings 14-15 

 

 

LOWERING STANDARDS 

 

 If you watched TV 20 years ago and then watch the same channels today, it’s pretty obvious the standard has 

changed. The objective of pleasing the viewer hasn’t but the standard for how you please the viewer is shock-

ingly different. Chapter 14 verse 3 says, “He did what was right in the Lord’s eyes but not has his father David 

did.” The standard changed for what was pleasing in the Lord’s eyes, but it wasn’t God who changed. 

 

When your convictions are based on convenience and not truth it is easier to change your beliefs than change 

your behavior.  Joash did many good things, but Joash became distracted by his conveniences and God had to 

punish Joash. When Amaziah is caught doing right, he is doing right by the standard set by Joash. 

 

We can’t change the standard and expect the same blessings that come when we live by God’s standard. God’s 

mercy, love, and compassion run deep, but his standard doesn’t change for the conveniences of man. We must 

decide what we are willing to do to please God. Whatever God asks the answer must be yes. When the stand-

ard is being lowered all around us we must decide to change our behavior not our beliefs. 

 

 Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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Children’s                    

Administrator 

Jennifer Harmon 

May 7  

2 Kings 16-17 

 

 

 
 

Focal Passage:2 Kings 17:1-23 

 

 

It's amazing to me what a little rearranging can do to the looks of a room. I enjoy rearranging furniture in my 

home and office about every six to eight months. It's just something I have always done. Sometimes I wait 

longer between moves, depending on the season of life and whether I have the energy.! Ahaz apparently en-

joyed rearranging things as well and he had the energy to do so, fueled by hope of love and admiration from 

the Assyrians. He began learning and adopting their ways of doing things, leading the people around him to do 

the same and placing and arranging idols in Solomon’s temple. Not a good idea. Thinking they could rebel 

against the Lord without consequences, God’s covenant people brought judgment on themselves. The Bible 

says they persisted in their sins until the Lord removed them from His presence. And they were taken from 

their homeland into exile in Assyria. Sin is no small matter, and its consequences are severe. Be careful when 

rearranging things in your life that you do not follow that which will bring judgement on yourself. Those who 

regard lightly the Lord’s holiness should not be surprised when they feel the heaviness of His wrath. 
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Derek McFarland 

May 8 

2 Kings 18-20 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In contrast to many of the kings of ancient Judah, Hezekiah was a great and faithful king. He trusted God and 

held fast to his commandments. Faced with his impending death, Hezekiah wept before God and asked Him to 

extend his life. God granted his request and gave Hezekiah 15 more years of life; which Hezekiah would use to 

remain faithful to God. However, the verses following his healing show rare, and unwise decisions to host en-

voys of the king of Babylon. This revealed to them the vast portion that the Lord had entrusted to him and the 

nation. Isaiah responded to Hezekiah’s decision by warning him of a day when invaders from Babylon would 

return to take everything that Hezekiah had. It is easy to read Hezekiah’s response as smug and selfish, but I 

believe he humbly accepted these terms and resigned himself to the consequences he made that would affect 

everyone. In contrast Jesus willingly took on the consequences of everyone’s mistakes. Jesus knew that, like 

Hezekiah, everyone has their mistakes that has consequences in the form of separation from God. Believers 

should respond to this news with Hezekiah-like humility and gratefulness, knowing the Word of God is true.  
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Tracy Wills 

May 9 

2 Kings 21-23:20 

 

 

 

 

Josiah was only eight years old when he became king. He came in after a reign of wickedness and ruled before 

a time of destruction. Past wicked rulers had allowed idolatry to run rampant and people were not following 

the laws that God had given to Moses. The scrolls containing these laws were destroyed or hidden. Josiah 

strived to always do what was right in the eyes of the Lord. A scroll hidden in the Temple of the Lord is dis-

covered and brought before him. Despite his faithfulness and attempt to do what was pleasing to the Lord he 

finds himself so distraught when hearing the laws. He tears his clothes, brings to light the idol worship, and 

immediately seeks to make a change. Josiah may have been young but he had a healthy respect for the Lord's 

house, word, and message. When he discovered the truth of scripture he gathered everyone and led them to re-

form. He rebuilt the Temple of the Lord the most important way- He started with the people. The temple could 

only be as strong as the foundation of the people.  

 

For so many years, the Temple of the Lord had been the center of the Jewish community. It was in such des-

pair- then this remarkable find brought about a new message. What if the wonderful truths that we hear each 

week stay hidden inside our church buildings? Do we tell others about our messages from the Lord? God 

doesn't dwell in church buildings - he dwells in the hearts of the people that are in the church buildings. If we 

want others to see Him, it will be through us and not through our buildings. Thousands drive past our buildings 

daily and the building doesn't speak out to them. Don't allow the words of the Lord to stay hidden inside. Un-

cover them and share them outside the Temple of the Lord today.  
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Hillary Folsom 

May 10       

2 Kings 23: 21-25 

 

 

 

 

 

King Josiah recognized the importance of the Passover.  He had been busy for quite some time, ridding the  

area of pagan shrines and psychics.  He was serious about cleansing the area to the please the Lord.  But, he 

wasn’t too busy to see the celebration of the Passover and it’s meaning. 

 

Sometimes, as Christians, we get so focused on the ‘requirements’ of our Christianity, that we forget the 

‘celebration’.  Take a moment to sing out in praise and speak to the joy He gives us, give thanks out loud. It’s 

hard to wear a frown or be in a bad mood when you’re singing God’s praises and thanking Him for your bless-

ings.  Present yourself each day before Him with a fresh, humble heart and listen and look for His responses! 
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Teresa Vice 

May 11 

1 Chronicles 1-2 
 

 

 

 

The Author of I Chronicles is unknown, but they believe it could possibly be Ezra.  The book begins with            

Israel’s genealogical records and then moves to King David’s reign. 

“And David knew that the Lord had established him as king over Israel and that his kingdom had been highly 

exalted for the sake of his people Israel”. 1 Chronicles 14:2 

 

As I began the reading and researching the scriptures for this devotion I had to stop, regroup and refocus.  I 

realized I was flying right through the list and not giving it any thought at all. I know this is being way too 

transparent for some, but maybe, if I felt convicted about this I thought there may be others that felt the same 

way.  I asked God to forgive me for taking these scriptures for granted and asked that He help me to under-

stand the importance and purpose of every scripture that is given in His Holy, Inerrant Word.  As the people of 

God, we can never forget who we are and how far we’ve come, as told in God’s grand story. 

 

Question of the day:  Why do you think God bothered with such a detailed family tree? 

The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Matthew 1:1 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Secretary 



137 

Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

May 12           

1 Chronicles 3-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, “Oh that You would bless me indeed and enlarge my border, 

and that Your hand might be with me, and that You would keep me from harm that it may not pain me!” And 

God granted him what he requested. 1 Chronicles 4:10 NASB 

 

 

In the middle of a long list of the descendants of David, we find a man named Jabez.  The prayer of Jabez was 

not materialistic in nature; rather it represents Jabez wanting to see his borders increased.  Jabez understood 

that as a result of God growing his borders; that his influence would grow as well.  As the influence of Jabez 

grew, so would the testimony of God as the people in the land observed how He blesses obedience. 

 

 

We may need to revisit this prayer for today and ask God to grow our circle of influence. 

As our influence grows we will see more opportunities to display “Jehovah Jireh” (The LORD will provide).  

Contrary to the world’s view of money and power, it’s not what we possess; rather it’s Who possesses us!   

Jabez prayed with the right motive and God granted his request.  

 

 

Prayer for today: Lord Jesus, as You bless me, I will display each blessing before a lost world.  
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Mark West 

May 13 

1 Chronicles 6-7 

 

 

 

Most of today’s passage is a documentation of genealogies as we often see in the Bible. In 

verses 31-32 of Chapter 6, however, there is a gem that truly pinpoints the significance of worship. 

I get to lead worship on a weekly basis, and seeing verses like this is awesome. Knowing that God specifically 

put people in place to minister to people through music, and to worship God is so amazing to see. Music can be 

so influential in an individual’s life. It could be the words, the melodies, or the instruments that stir your spirit, 

but the beauty of worship music is the fact that you get to praise a holy, matchless God. I can’t wait for the day 

when I stand in the presence of God and sing praises to Him. 

It is so humbling to proclaim the name of Jesus through worship. We have an amazing church where we sing 

to the Lord on a weekly basis in a public setting, and yet some refuse to participate. Some people in foreign 

countries would give ANYTHING to be able to freely shout praises to God, yet we often take it for granted. 

Don’t take it for granted.  

As I discussed above, music is so influential. It can be a tool for worship, but it can also be a tool that drives a 

wedge between us and God. Be careful who you are worshiping! When we play a secular song on the radio or 

on our phones, who is it truly honoring? Is it honoring God? Yourself? Your desired lifestyle? We can all 

claim that non-Christian music doesn’t influence us, but it does. The same way that Christian lyrics touch us 

positively, non-Christian lyrics corrupt our minds negatively. 

I’ve heard the phrase “Whatever you put into your mind is what you are worshipping at that time.” This quote 

is so true, especially with music. Let music be a tool for you to connect with a Holy God. Don’t let it be a hin-

drance to you. Remember, God wants your praises constantly! Don’t compromise this through listening to un-

holy music.  

I have two challenges for you: 

Throughout the next week (or longer), listen to only Christian music. Encourage your family to do the 

same. Hold each other accountable. You’ll be surprised at how positively it will affect yourself and 

your family if you give up secular music. 

Next time you are in a worship service, praise like you are standing in front of a Holy God – because 

you are. Don’t be ashamed. Pray that you will be a vessel of praise. Whether you are leading the 

worship, playing an instrument, singing in the choir, or worshipping from the congregation, do it 

with all your heart. 

Sr. High                   

Worship Leader 
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

May 14                                                           

1 Chronicles 8-10                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

Even though Saul killed himself, God still took responsibility for his death showing that Saul’s death was judg-

ment. Saul had consulted a medium, which was punishable by death (Deut. 17:1-6), instead of going to God. 

God is serious about us following His commands. They are for our good and His glory. God does not overlook 

it when we disobey Him, and He will punish His children to keep them in His will. Let’s be intentional with 

our obedience and when God shows us an area of disobedience in our lives, lets repent and trust Him for the 

abundant life that can only be found in Jesus. 
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Rodney Gardner 

May 15 

1 Chronicles 11-13 

 

 

 

 

 

As David is proclaimed King of Israel at the beginning Ch.11 and concluding with Uzza touching the Ark and 

dying, phrases like “according to the word of the Lord by Samuel”, “according to the word of the Lord con-

cerning Israel”, “and the Lord of hosts was with him”, “according to the word of the Lord”, “so the Lord 

brought about a great victory”, and “if it is of the Lord our God” stand out to me and cause me to ask the fol-

lowing question. 

 

What is the point of biblical stories? The point is a person. Biblical stories reveal who God is, what He is like, 

His character and His name. God is making a name for Himself in every story throughout the Bible, so that we 

can know Him, trust Him and enjoy Him.  David became great, according to the word of the Lord and Jesus 

came to complete the story of Israel when He died, rose again and sent His Holy Spirit so that we might know, 

trust and enjoy Him forever. Do you know Him? Not stories about Him but know Him personally? If not, you 

can become part of the story according to the word of the Lord. If you do know Him personally then keep read-

ing to know, trust and enjoy Him more and more. 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

May 16 

1 Chronicles 14-16 

 

 

 

 

One thing is for sure, the Philistines hated David and Israel, they were a constant threat.  David knew full well 

the difference between friend and foe.  I’m not sure many today have as clear of definition in our society.  We 

try to make friends with ungodly people and ungodly things such as alcohol.  Even the emphasis today on ma-

terialism which scripture clearly says, “you cannot serve God and Money.”   

 

David was also wise enough to seek the mind of God before going into battle.  As the text reads; God’s battle 

plan is not always the same, and its plan must always be our plan if we are going to have victories like David 

did.  

 

Did you notice that the Philistines left their gods behind after they were defeated?  David made sure the false 

gods were destroyed by burning them.  I’m afraid today not only do we not know who or what is friend or foe, 

but we do not seek the mind of God.  We also invite the False gods of this world right into our own lives and 

our families.  May we all learn from David’s battle plans! 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Senior Pastor 



142 

Dr. Craig Reynolds 

May 17                                                           

1 Chronicles 17-20                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

Some traditions die hard. David killed Goliath and now we see his nephew killing a giant with twenty-four  

fingers and toes. It hardly ever fails that we see younger relatives in a family come up with the same habits as 

their parents or grandparents. This is a reminder that we ought to be living the example of doing great things 

for God so that those who come after us can see the example to follow. We are being watched so let’s stay be-

fore God so that what others see will be honoring to Him. 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

May 18           

1 Chronicles 21-23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But King David said to Ornan, “No, but I will surely buy it for the full price; for I will not take what is yours 

for the Lord, or offer a burnt offering which costs me nothing.” 21:24 NASB 

 

The USS Arizona Memorial sits atop a rusting hull which contains the remains of 1,102 Sailors and Marines 

killed on December 7, 1941 during the attack on Pearl Harbor.  This ship serves as a reminder of the great sac-

rifice made that faithful day.  In 1962, after the financial sacrifice of many people, including Elvis Presley, the 

memorial was built and opened to the public.  One sacrifice sits atop another. 

 

 The threshing floor that King David wanted to buy was not just any threshing floor.  This location was on 

Mount Moriah, which was the exact place where Abraham was to offer up Isaac.  We need to remember that 

God, on that day, provided a sacrifice.  King David understood that a true sacrifice must cost something and 

paid in full for the site where the first Temple would be built.  All of this was in God’s design.  This same 

mountain ridge leads us to a place outside Jerusalem called Golgotha where Jesus, the Lamb of God, would be 

sacrificed for our sins. 

 

We, as the family of God at Mt. Zion, enjoy the wonderful facilities that have been built through the years.  

The Chapel (Children’s Worship) was built in 1859 and is filled each week with kids learning about Jesus.  

The present generation benefits from the sacrifice of a generation long ago.  I believe that our level of sacrifice 

today will play a role in future generations.  Today, too many people are willing to park on another man’s nick-

el.  To sacrifice means to offer up, or to surrender.  As a church family, let’s continue to sacrificially work, 

share and give. 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

May 19 

1 Chronicles 24-26 

 

 

 

 

These chapters help us see the divisions of the priests, musicians, gate keepers, and overseers of those who 

would play a role in the service of the temple. King David had begun preparations for the building of the 

Lord’s temple, acquiring the materials that would be needed for building, but it would be Solomon, King Da-

vid’s son, and the generation of people under him, that would use those materials to build the temple. 

 

Every church and generation within that church, has a purpose! For David, it was to prepare the provisions 

needed that his son and future generations, would need to build the temple! How encouraging it would be to 

look back upon these recordings of peoples and see the names of our forefathers and family members, who 

played a role in the building of the temple! It also played a role in providing the credentials that Zerubbabel 

and Joshua the high priest, spoken of in Ezra, would need for those would serve in the temple after the exile. 

Just like the building and rebuilding of the temple required many people and generations to accomplish, we 

today, have a task greater than ourselves! We can be encouraged by those before us, who have been faithful in 

Christ, to further the Kingdom of God and the proclamation of the Gospel on Earth! What will the annals of 

the church proclaim about your part you served in God’s kingdom? Will you be a source of encouragement or 

a lesson to be learned from? 

 

Our libraries are filled with books and recordings on martyrs and heroes of the faith that have attributed much 

to the kingdom through their faithfulness unto God and willingness to be used of Him! Let us leave a legacy of 

servanthood, faithfulness, and commitment as well! 
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Danielle Thomas 

May 20 

1 Chronicles 27-29 

 

 

 

HIS plans 

 

1 Chronicles 27-29 is an account of the ending of King David’s life and reign as king. David is getting his af-

fairs in order. King David is preparing for Solomon to become king. David loves God and wants to build the 

temple for the Ark of the Covenant. God gave David the plans, but instructed him to have Solomon build the 

temple. God gives the specific plans for His temple to be built and His Will to be done. In 1 Chronicles 28:20, 

David tells Solomon, “Be strong and courageous, and do the work. Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the 

Lord God, my God, is with you. He will not fail you or forsake you until all the work is finished.” 

 

I love this verse. This is also true for us. The Lord will carry us through everything He calls us to do. The Lord 

will equip us for every task or mission that He set in motion. God is faithful to see the plans He lays out to 

completion. Are you following the plan? 
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Middle School                      

Pastor 

Greg Ragsdale 

May 21 

2 Chronicles 1-3 

 

 

How to Ask and Receive 

 

 

Have you noticed how children pray? They spend more of their prayer thanking God for everything in detail 

then asking God to bless the details of their lives. We could learn something from children. The Bible teaches a 

lot about asking and receiving in prayer, but Solomon sets an example.  

 

In Chapter 1 verses 7-12, we see Solomon responding to God’s request to ask and receive. He wanted to be 

blessed like any of us, but he wanted it for the purpose of blessing others. He wanted it for the purpose of lead-

ing God’s people just as his father David did. He asked for wisdom and knowledge. He didn’t ask for wealth or 

fame, but God (according to v12) lavished him with wealth, riches, and fame. 

 

I’ve noticed when my two-year-old asks myself, her mom, or her grandparents, “can we go to the store and 

look at the toys?” that it really gives each one great joy to give her what she asks for. God sees his children the 

same way. It gives him Glory to give to his children when his children are about His Glory. When you pray 

today, who’s Glory are you focused on? 

 

 Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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Children’s                    

Administrator 

Jennifer Harmon 

May 22  

2 Chronicles 4-6 

 

 

 

 

Focal Passage: 2 Chronicles 5:13 

 
 

The Most Holy Place was to be the home of God. The setting that ushered in the cloud of the presence of God 

was one of unity, sincerity of heart with thankfulness and praise. “The trumpets and musicians joined in unison 

to give praise and thanks to the LORD. The singers raised their voices.” God will respond to our worship in 

this way today. When we come together in unity, with sincere hearts, with thankfulness and praise, His pres-

ence is reality. As we come together to worship, may we come with these things purposed in our hearts. May 

we desire to live our lives in the presence of God. Spend some time worshiping Him today with thankfulness 

and praise!  
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Derek McFarland 

May 23 

2 Chronicles 7-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the challenges in approaching Scripture is the temptation to allow one’s biases to drive interpretation. It 

can be tempting, especially from this text, to see a formula for revival for one’s own time and place. However, 

as with any Scripture, context is important. A careful reading of 2 Chronicles 7 reveals that it is part of a large 

sequence. This sequence is a narrative of chapter 6 and 7. Solomon completed building the temple and prayed 

a grand prayer of dedication, specifically for the judgment Israel would face for specific sin. Then God ap-

peared to Solomon and grants his requests, that a prayer of repentance would heal their land. God promises in 

2 Chronicles 7, applied specifically to the people and situations Solomon prayed for. Although this passage is 

not a specific prescription for people today, believers can find joy in knowing that the promises of forgiveness 

and restoration given here has been fulfilled in Jesus- in a manner that far exceeds the scope of the original 

promises to Solomon. Those who believe in Jesus find true revival, moving away from death and closer to life. 

So, let us ask for people to see Jesus for who he really is and that people find new life in him.  
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Tracy Wills 

May 24 

2 Chronicles 10-13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When reading these chapters, I immediately thought about the punishments that I received as a child as well as 

the ones that I've had to delve out as a parent. Punishments are not pleasant but were necessary in my own life 

as well as the lives of my children. In 2 Chronicles 10:8 we see that Rehoboam rejects the advice of the elders 

and listens to those that have grown up with him. This is a perfect comparison to raising children AND being a 

child of the Lord. How often do children turn from the advice of their parents and listen to themselves or their 

peers? How often do we turn from the advice of the Lord and listen to ourselves or the world? In these scrip-

tures we see the picture of disobedience, punishment, humbleness, and repentance.  

 

 

 King Rehoboam established his kingdom, strengthened himself, and forsook the law of the Lord. He and his 

people were evil in the sight of the Lord. We read in chapter 12 that they became oppressed when they were 

sold to the king of Egypt.  Along with this punishment, the Lord sent a prophet to speak to them (12:5). The 

people were called to repentance for their ways and the bible tells us that they humbled themselves (12:6). Up-

on repentance, God turned away His anger but allowed them to continue to learn from their mistakes (12:8).  

King Rehoboam's son, Abijah, enters scripture in chapter 13 displaying character traits that are NO better than 

that of his father. These two men walked in sin and did not have a heart for the Lord. I am thankful that 

through unpleasant yet necessary punishments we can humble ourselves, repent, and be restored in our rela-

tionship with the Lord. I want to help others learn through the experiences and punishments of my life so that 

they may have better character traits than those that I exhibit. Punishment should to lead to progress in our 

lives and the lives of others. 
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Hillary Folsom 

May 25     

2 Chronicles 14-17 

 

 

 

 

David wanted so badly to build a temple worthy of the Ark. He knew how important it was and wanted so  

badly to please God.  God understood David’s motivation and desire, but wasn’t ready for David to build it.  

God had a plan, in His time. 

 

God understands our hearts desires and longings.  But, His timing and plan and ours are often very different. 

David was open to God’s timing and resisted his own urge to make it happen. 

 

Do we wait patiently for God’s timing, or do we push? Personally, I find myself pushing…OFTEN. It’s so im-

portant to remember that we can’t make things happen the way WE want them. God has perfect timing and the 

reward for being patient is far greater than anything we could receive on our own. 
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Teresa Vice 

May 26 

2 Chronicles 18-20 

 

 

 

 

II Chronicles 20:15b “This is what the Lord says to you: ‘Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast 

army. For the battle is not yours, but God’s.” 

 

There are times when we feel we are at the end of our ropes, everything is spinning out of control, and there is 

no way to get a grip on things.  Some possible situations may be:  there is not enough money to cover the ex-

penses for the month, there is a health crisis to deal with, or the kids have somewhere to be constantly.  Just as 

we have our own problems, King Jehoshaphat had big problems as well, he had aligned himself up with the 

most wicked couple in all of Judah. Remember, the adversary is at every corner waiting to attack. How often 

do we let our circumstance dictate what we do even when God has clearly declared; “The battle is Mine.”  

God knows us from the inside out and that we are going to make mistakes along the way… just remember that 

HE is bigger than all our mistakes, loves us no matter what, and is willing to restore us when we repent of our 

sins and invite Him to fight our battles for us and be first in our lives… just as He was willing to restore and 

forgive King Jehoshaphat. 

 

Truths for today:  II Chronicles 20: 17 “You will not have to fight this battle. Take up your positions; stand 

firm and see the deliverance the Lord will give you,”,                                                                                                                

II Chronicles 20:20 tells us to “Have faith in the Lord your God and you will be upheld.”,                                          

II Chronicles 20:21b “Give thanks to the Lord, for his love endures forever” 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

May 27 

2 Chronicles 21-24 

 

 

 

 

Israel at one time was a theocracy, which means: ruled by God. But Israel was not happy, they wanted to be 

like all the nations around them. They wanted a King.  Now, years later, they certainly got their wish and they 

are just like the nations surrounding them.  They are filled with selfish intrigue, bloodshed, gross immorality 

and constant rebellion.  In these chapters alone, we read of five out of nine Kings being assassinated.  

 

All kinds of Saul, families even today.  It’s getting harder and harder to tell the church from the world.  Some 

churches today even look like night clubs.  You can google “The cussing preacher,” and a guy’s name comes 

up that’s proud of that title. 

 

There is an old saying, “when you get what you want, will you want what you got?”  I assure you Israel didn’t, 

and neither will the church of today. 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Senior Pastor 



153 

Mark West 

May 28  

2 Chronicles 25-27 

  

 

 

 

 

Uzziah was made king at 16 years old. How many 16-year-olds could be king today? I know it was a different 

time, but could you even imagine this today? I love the part that speaks of Uzziah doing right in the sight of the 

Lord. He was a 16-year-old that did what was right in the sight of the Lord.  

 

What a great example for us to follow! To simply do what is right in the sight of God. Living a holy and 

blameless life before God takes effort. No one ever gets saved and immediately has it all together. It is impos-

sible!  But it is important to start the Christian walk in the right way. Study the scripture, learn to pray, and put 

disciplines in place to help your spiritual walk continue to thrive. It is vitally important to develop these disci-

plines in your life so you can get back up and continue pursuing God even when you feel like you have messed 

up.  

 

Uzziah starts his reign by honoring God, and we see that God makes him successful. It is important for us to 

focus our lives on honoring God in all aspects. No matter how old you are, through the Holy Spirit we are fully 

able to live a life that is capable of honoring God.  

 

Pray and ask God to reveal areas of your life that are not honoring to him. 

 What disciplines can you put in place that help you regain your focus on honoring God? 

May we desire to have it said of our life that we did what was right in the sight of the Lord! 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

May 29 

2 Chronicles 28-30 

 

 

 

 

We all remember the 2016 election, Hillary verses Trump.  One of the many promises of Donald Trump was 

I’m going to “drain the swamp,” referring to all the corruptness in Washington and no sooner than when he 

was in office, he started the process.   

 

Well, that is exactly what Godly King Hezekiah did in his reformation of Israel.  2 Chronicles devotes three 

chapters to this process by the King.  He started by cleansing the Temple.  Can you imagine the filth, the trash, 

the idols and paper paraphernalia that had to be carried out of God’s temple left there by wicked kings, wicked 

priest and wicked people?  

 

The King ordered it carried out of the temple and down to the Kidron Valley where it was burned.  The clean-

ing process took sixteen days to complete, that ought to tell us the magnitude of it all! 

 

The lesson for us is maybe we need to get the garbage out of our lives and yes, even the garbage out of church-

es if we even expect real revival to come again.   
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Rodney Gardner 

May 30 

2 Chronicles 31-33 

 

 

 

 

2 Chronicles 32: 28-33:6 

Wealth and position are very powerful forces. Those who possess them can use them for blessing or harm, as 

two Kings who ruled Judah late in its history demonstrated.  

 

Hezekiah trusted in the Lord more than any other king of Judah. Manasseh, Hezekiah’s son inherited his fa-

ther’s kingdom but did not follow in his ways. What lessons can we learn from these two kings? Wealth and 

power quickly reveal one’s true values, whether one is focused on serving God and others or oneself.  Another 

lesson is that moral and spiritual character is not inherited. We get to choose as does each generation. Hezekiah 

honored God with his life, his son did not. Good news- if you or I come from a wicked family that need not be 

inherited either. The point is no matter what a person’s background, one always has a choice to turn toward or 

away from God.  

 

Which way are you turning? Look at what you are doing with the resources and responsibilities that God has 

entrusted to you. What are your children or circle of influence learning from you about the importance of 

wealth or privilege? 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

May 31 

2 Chronicles 34-36 

 

 

 

 

This may seem a bit weird, but I’m writing a devotion on January 26, 2017 for May 31, 2018 about an event 

that happened on August 14, 586 B.C… I told you it was a little weird.  

 

August 14, 586 BC is the date King Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon marched into Jerusalem to take captive 

the people, loot and destroy the city, the temple and the massive walls of Jerusalem.  

 

King Zedekiah had tried to make an allegiance with Egypt to free Israel from being a vassal of Babylon.  He 

was warned over and over by God’s prophet Jeremiah who he hated and would have killed had the prophet not 

been rescued. 

 

The King was captured and the last thing he saw before being blinded was the execution of his two young 

sons.  2 Chronicles 36, tells of this horrific day in the history of Israel. 

 

Why, because he trusted false gods, listened to false prophets and disobeyed the laws of a loving God that only 

wanted what was best for their welfare!  Pray today for our nation and our leaders that we will learn from Is-

rael’s mistake. After reading 2 Chronicles 36, back up to 2 Chronicles 7:14 and pray over our nation, leader-

ship and people this great prayer and promise.    
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

June 1                                                                    

Ezra 1:1                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

It was God who stirred the heart of Cyrus to allow Israel to build the Temple. This is a reminder that God di-

rects the hearts of great leaders and that we must be in constant prayer for them (Prov. 21:1; I Timothy 2:1-2). 

The men and women who lead our nation make critical decisions constantly that impact our lives and the rest 

of the world. We have the responsibility to take our leaders before God and lift them up, so they may follow 

His will. 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

June 2          

Ezra 3-5 

 

 

 

 

 

Now when the seventh month came, the sons of Israel were in the cities, the people gathered together as one 

man to Jerusalem. Ezra 3:1 NASB 

 

 

Prior to the United States entering what would be known as World War II, most Americans went about living 

their own lives each day.  After the Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor, all that changed. Americans rallied togeth-

er and answered the call to service.  Lines formed at induction centers across the country as young men volun-

teered for military service.  For the first time, many women went to work in factories and foundries.  People all 

across our nation gave towards the effort by buying War Bonds and by rationing everything from food, gaso-

line, and even automobile tires.  Americans united together to ensure victory over the enemy. 

 

 

The nation of Israel had been in exile because of their sin.  Jerusalem and the Temple lay in ruins and God was 

calling His people to begin the process of rebuilding.  The task would be difficult with much opposition.  Suc-

cess depended upon the unity of the people as they followed God’s plan.  Any time the people of God unite, 

much can be accomplished.  The Apostle Paul understood this when he wrote “Make this joy complete by be-

ing of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose” (Philippians 2:2).  To 

be “united” means we have the mind of Christ in carrying out His kingdom’s work.  Let’s commit today to be 

“a body of one” carrying out the Great Commission. 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

June 3 

Ezra 6 – 7 

 

 

 

 

Often, we can find it hard to trust in our leadership and those that would govern over us, when we see the cor-

ruption of politics, persons, and positions within our community and culture. We must be faithful to offer up 

our prayers “for all that are in authority” (1 Tim.2:2) as scripture commands us, and we must remember that 

ultimately, as Benjamin Franklin so rightly said, “God governs in the affairs of men.” If God can use a pagan 

country, their kings, and their wealth, to accomplish His purposes in restoring His people, then there is no rea-

son we should fear anything from anyone who would seek to oppress God’s people. We must understand that it 

is God who governs and not men! When we begin to worry, fuss, and complain about the laws, leadership, and 

liberalism of the land, just be faithful to God and His Word, and trust that He knows what is best! (If), we as 

the body, are faithful to Him, we have nothing to worry about! Remember, “If God be for us, who can be 

against us? ... we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.” (Rom.8:31; 37) 
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Danielle Thomas 

June 4 

Ezra 8-9 

 

 

 

Prayer and Fasting 

 

In Ezra 8:21, he called for everyone to fast and he prayed, “To seek from Him a safe journey for ourselves, our 

children, and all our goods.” Then in the next verse, Ezra 8:22 it says, “For I was ashamed to ask the king for a 

band of soldiers and horsemen to protect us against the enemy on our way…” So Ezra and the other Israelites 

fasted and prayed. God listened. 

 

How many times have we turned to God out of pride or guilt of others? Our motives do matter. God did listen, 

but wouldn’t it have been so much better if Ezra and the Israelites would have come to the Lord out of rever-

ence for Him. The Lord wants us to seek Him with our whole heart and love and trust HIM. 

 

As we go through chapter 9 we see while in captivity the Israelites disobey God’s holy commands for them to 

not intermarry with the other cultures. Ezra interceded to repent for their disobedience. Then awaited their con-

sequences. 

 

There are consequences to our disobedience. Stay “close and clean” in the Lord. 
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Greg Ragsdale                                                                                                                                                                                   

June 5 

Ezra 10 

 

 

 

TO AGREE WITH GOD 

 

Recently, I was in my kitchen preparing dinner when my two-year-old asked me to take her upstairs. I asked 

for a minute while I finished dinner. I heard her run to her mom and say, “Daddy hurt my feelings.” Jill said 

“what did daddy do?” She said, “He pushed me down the stairs.” No one had to teach us to lie or to teach us 

how to sin. It is our nature to sin, to hold on to our sin, and defend our sin. The conflict with that is we can’t be 

a child of God and be content in our sin. We are either convicted of our sin or we just made feel to guilty be-

cause we sinned.  

 

If l am pulled over by a cop for speeding I may feel guilty but the minute he is out of my sight I am probably 

going to speed again. If I am convicted of doing something that I know is wrong I am going to do everything I 

can to not do it again. Ezra got on his face and prayed for the repentance of God’s people. The people had to 

decide if they felt guilty about how they had given in to a pagan lifestyle or were they convicted of their diso-

bedience.  

 

To confess literally means to agree with God. It doesn’t mean to try to justify or make sense of your sin. It 
means to do what God’s people did in Ezra 10:2. They were broken and wept bitterly, then agreed to the conse-

quences of their sin. As God reveals sin in your heart today, what will you do with it? How will you respond? 

 

 Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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Children’s                    

Administrator 

Jennifer Harmon 

June 6 

Nehemiah 1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Imagine how it must have felt for Nehemiah to realize that something he had been praying, waiting and aching 

to see was finally going to come to fruition. Nehemiah had been set apart and was being prepared to do God’s 

work. Through Nehemiah's journey of planning, preparing and praying, he faces discouragement. I am sure we 

all can to relate to what Nehemiah is facing in one way or another. We have all felt discouraged at some point. 

What do we do with discouragement? What do we do when so many around us seem to be discouraged, may 

be looking to us for encouragement? How do we encourage when we are discouraged? Nehemiah 2:17-18 has 

some answers to these questions. Nehemiah faces and states the truth, “Jerusalem lies in ruins and its gates 

have been burned with fire.” Face and state the truth of your discouragement. Being honest about your situa-

tion is the first step to fighting discouragement. Don’t try to hide it or deny it. Nehemiah encourages motiva-

tion for rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem. Check your motivations of why you do what you do and evaluate if 

they are pure. And remember what God has done. Count your many blessings, name the one by one. Be en-

couraged by what God has done, is doing and what God is going to do. Be truthful, check your motivation and 

remember, my friend, what God has done!  
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Derek McFarland 

June 7 

Nehemiah 4-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The rebuilding of the wall of Jerusalem was met with opposition from the beginning. Others had a vested inter-

est in keeping the restored community weak. They were protecting their own influence and power in the area, 

and they saw the rise of Jerusalem as a threat. As the work of rebuilding continued the threats against the peo-

ple of Judah multiplied. In the first verses of chapter 4, the opposition consisted of mocking words from San-

ballat and Tobiah. By the seventh verse, the list of enemies had grown to include the Arabs, the Ammonites 

and the people of Ashod, all of whom threatened violence. Nehemiah’s response? He prayed, took preventive 

measures and continued working. He urged the people “to remember the Lord, who is great” (v.14). Opposi-

tion to Jesus’ ministry followed a similar pattern. Initially the religious leaders were eager to see Jesus and to 

witness his miracle. But they realized that Jesus represented a threat to every power structure and political 

agenda they stood for. The more Jesus was embraced by the public, the more he was opposed by the leaders. 

Like Nehemiah, Jesus responded with prayer and perseverance. My charge to you today is to respond in prayer 

and to preserver knowing we serve a faithful God.  

 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

College Pastor                

& IT Director 



164 

Tracy Wills 

June 8 

Nehemiah 7-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you find it startling that the most holy words of a nation could have been lost? How will we as a nation 

keep the word of the Lord and our joy in Him alive? Our nation is banning prayer, removing the Ten Com-

mandments, aborting life, and redefining marriage to name a few. Destruction doesn't happen overnight. It be-

gins when Merry Christmas becomes Happy Holidays.... A silent Christian nation is just as dangerous as a 

loud, secular society.  

 

 Here we see that all the people have gathered as Ezra reads them the Law of the Lord from daybreak until 

noon.  Change is coming through the leadership of Nehemiah. He has gathered the people together within the 

walls and gates of Jerusalem. How did they get to this point? We know that it didn't happen overnight. It was 

one bad choice and one bad ruler at a time. The entire nation begins to realize that they have fallen short of 

God's standards. Remember reading back in 2 Kings about Josiah tearing his garments when he first reads the 

laws for himself? The nation also begins to realize that they have fallen short of God's standards. The Bible 

tells us in Nehemiah 8:9 that the people wept and saw themselves guilty before the Lord upon hearing the 

words of the law. These words uncovered and brought to light the misery and danger of sin. The tears of the 

people were a good sign that their hearts were tender like that of Josiah's years before. They saw themselves 

guilty before the Lord. Nehemiah 8:11-12 tells that after they wept and understood they were also able to re-

joice. They were healed and comforted by words of peace that were spoken to them. It was a holy day and a 

solemn feast. Sorrow for sin should lead us and prepare us for our joy in the Lord. I pray that as a Christian 

nation we are never silent of the word, are sorrowful of our sins, and are found joyful in the Lord.  
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Hillary Folsom 

June 9       

Nehemiah 9-10 

 

 

A demonstration of Grace. 

 

Over and over, the people of Israel sinned against God. We read of time of extreme rebellion and sin. All of 

these sins were met with God’s forgiveness and grace, when there was true repentance.   

 

Draw comparisons between your sin and that of the Israelites. Do you feel His grace when you repent? Do you 

feel like a weight has been lifted? Is it a feeling of security? 

 

Often times we rely on worldly things to provide security and a feeling of contentment. Often times we want to 

be forgiven and shown grace, when we don’t give it easily to others. Work toward seeking His forgiveness 

when you sin, rather than the fleeting comforts of the world. Work toward giving others forgiveness and grace 

when they sin against you.  
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Teresa Vice 

June 10 

Nehemiah 11-12 

 

 

 

 

These chapters begin with the repopulation of Jerusalem and tell of the leaders settling in. It describes how 

they cast lots to bring one out of every ten to live in Jerusalem. It also talks about the men who were                       

volunteered or drafted to live in Jerusalem and how they were commended or blessed. 

 

We are so blessed and thankful here at Mt. Zion to have such an abundance of volunteers that work in the    

various Ministries of the church. Our volunteer ministries include: Nursery, Preschool, and Children Worship, 

Student Volunteers, Ushers, Greeters, Security, Cart Drivers, Baptistry Team, Adult Ministries, Singles, Ladies 

Team, Teachers, Music Ministry, Deacons and so many more. Thank you, volunteers!   

 

As I was reading through different resources I found the Hebrew meaning for the word volunteer: “to incite, to 

impel from within, a tremendous urge from within to do something.”  As I read these words over and over, the 

word volunteer took on a new meaning… not just the ordinary… but the extraordinary!  (Merriam Webster Dic-

tionary) Definition of volunteer: A person who voluntarily undertakes or expresses a willingness to un-

dertake a service: such as a :  one who enters into military service voluntarily b (1):  one who ren-

ders a service or takes part in a transaction while having no legal concern or interest (2):  one who 

receives a conveyance or transfer of property without giving valuable consideration.                             

 

Challenge for today: Read the two definitions for volunteer once again…which one best defines 

you? 

 “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the LORD, not for human masters.”                        

Colossians 3:23 
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

June 11                                                               

Nehemiah 13                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

When you read or hear God’s word, how do you respond? When the people heard the reading of scripture they 

found that they had gotten out of God’s will in certain areas. But as soon as God’s word pointed this out the 

people immediately obeyed. How would this world be transformed if all of us as God’s children immediately 

obeyed the scripture? Think about how your obedience would impact your life and your family and ask God to 

show your areas of disobedience and then immediately repent and begin to obey. 
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Mark West                                                                                                                                                 

June 12                                                                                                                                                     

Esther 1-3 

 

 

 

 

Today we begin a new book of the Bible. This book introduces us to a well-renowned figure of courage-        

Esther. Esther is a very straightforward book that tells the story of courage and how God controls all events 

with perfect timing. 

The three chapters from today’s reading set up the background of how Esther became Queen and why she acts 

the way she does in tomorrow’s reading. Today, we learned that Esther was a Jew who was appointed to be the 

Queen to King Xerxes. She was appointed because of her cousin Mordecai's connection to the King. Eventual-

ly, a plot to extinguish the Jews transpired, and Esther, who kept her Jewish nationality a secret, was able to 

take action. 

Think about how many things had to fall perfectly into place for Esther to find out about the plot to kill the 

Jews. Her parents had to die so she could be raised by Mordecai. Mordecai had to be in good standing with the 

King to help get Esther appointed. Xerxes’ original Queen had to unexpectedly disobey her husband.  Esther 

had to hide her true Jewish nationality. These are just a few examples of how a lot of events “coincidentally” 

took place. They weren’t coincidences at all, though! God’s hand was present in all the events that led up to 

Esther’s leap of courage. 

We’ve all heard the phrase “Everything happens for reason”. We sometimes use it in a cliché manner, but eve-

rything truly does happen for a reason. Esther was probably devastated when her parents died or when she had 

to hide that she was a Jew, but these moments had to happen for the will of God to be fulfilled and for Esther 

to ultimately find out about the plot to kill the Jews.  

Remember in your life that whenever something devastating or unexpected happens – You lose a job, a loved 

one suddenly dies, your finances fall, your family is shattered by divorce, you move to a new city, your friend 

is diagnosed with an illness – God’s hand is in all of it. We may not understand the reasoning right now, but 

Esther is a prime example of how God will use overwhelming, confusing, and doubting times to ultimately 

glorify Him! Keep your head up. Your job loss could lead to something far greater; your finances could have 

fallen so you’d eventually meet someone you can witness to. The possibilities are endless.  

Pray today that you will be thankful and hopeful even in the uncertain times. Pray that your experiences can 

pave the way for God to get glory. Pray that God can use your devastating times to eventually comfort and wit-

ness to others in their times of need.  Seek and trust God’s guidance in times of trouble, and He will use you 

down the road in more ways than you would ever think are possible! 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

June 13           

Esther 4-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And who knows whether you have not attained royalty for such a time like this. Esther 4:14b NASB 

 

 

The book of Esther never mentions the name of God once, yet the God of Israel is found actively watching 

over His people in each chapter and verse.  God always has a plan and He always has a man, or woman, to ful-

fill His perfect will.  Haman had plotted to destroy the Jews.  God had placed Esther in the position of Queen 

in order for her to intercede on behalf of her people.  Esther now faced having to choose to remain silent and 

continue to hide her Jewish ancestry, or to risk it all by interceding before the king.  Esther made the right deci-

sion, and God delivered the Jews and destroyed their enemy. 

 

 

Today we face the same decision; to remain silent or to speak up.  Just like “khaki pants will go with any-

thing”; to be silent means that we blend in with the world in such a way that we are nothing more than a 

“Khaki Christian”.  We have been placed on this earth “for such a time as this”.  We are to stand out and speak 

up as we intercede for a lost world by proclaiming the truth of God’s Word.  Before we head out into the world 

today, let’s take a quick look into our “spiritual mirror” and ask this question; “Am I dressed to blend in with 

the world or am I dressed in boldness ready to stand up and speak out?” 
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Rodney Gardner 

June 14 

Esther 8-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Israel survives annihilation by the hand of God through the faith and courage of Queen Esther and Mordecai, a 

government official. Mordecai lived day to day by faith even when things are seemingly not going right. Gala-

tians 6:9 says “and let us not be weary while doing well, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose 

heart’. What we see in Mordecai we can relate to because he like us is striving to do what is right on a daily 

basis and in the little things.  Do we see our daily duties as burdens? Do we lack patience trusting God as He 

works out His purpose in us?  

 

Mordecai is an example of exercising great wisdom, tact, humility and grace as he and the Queen are used to 

save the Israelites from annihilation. Mordecai was a human being just like us. He had someone entrusted to 

his care just as our children or people we influence are given to us. He had a mundane job that he apparently 

held diligently. He never complained about not being immediately rewarded.  He sustained persecution, but his 

mind and heart never wavered. He patiently waited on God and His purpose. Mordecai succeeds Haman as 

chief minister of the king and the Book of Esther ends with Mordecai being …“great among the Jews, seeking 

the good of his people and speaking peace to his countrymen.” 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

June 15  

Job 1-4 

 

 

 

 

I must admit when I saw this was my next devotional I did not jump up and down with joy.  Job is one of those 

books that we will always wrestle with.  One of those books that makes us uncomfortable.  Much like climbing 

Moriah with Abraham, Isaac, a pile of wood and a sharp knife even though we know the outcome we still 

struggle or at least I do.   

 

If the book of Job was about these bad things happening to some very, bad person, we would be applauding 

and saying, “you go God.”  However, that is not the theme of this book and Job 2:3 makes it clear that God had 

nothing against Job.  

 

Like it or not this book teaches the sovereignty of God.  This book teaches that in this world, sometimes very 

good people must go through some very bad things. However, it also teaches that God knows what is best for 

us and never leaves us alone in our pain, our suffering and our tears.  God never has to explain His action… we 

must believe He never makes mistakes and trust His actions.   
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

June 16                                                           

Job 5-8                                                                               

 

  

 

 

 

When we get hurt bad enough or even frustrated we tend to react in ways that are less than holy. Then, because 

of anger, we justify what we have said or done. Job had a lot to deal with and, so he vents out his frustrations. 

Anger and frustration are emotions that God gave us and, so we should never be ashamed to have them. How-

ever, because of our sinful nature we tend to respond to anger in hurtful ways. It is ok to get angry, but it is not 

a place we want to stay. Stay focused on God and on the fact that He loves you and is in control even when we 

don’t feel like we are.  
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June 17           

Job 9-12 

 

 

 

 

 

Wisdom is with aged men, with long life is understanding. Job 12:12 NASB 

 

 

In the Wizard of Oz movie, the Scarecrow wanted a brain or mind more than anything else.  The Wizard prom-

ised to grant this request to the Scarecrow, if he was willing bring back the broomstick of the Wicked Witch of 

the West.   We all know that after the Scarecrow and his friends completed the mission, they each received 

their specific request--Dorothy went home, the Lion now had courage, the Tinman had a heart, and the Scare-

crow had wisdom.  During the presentation scene in the movie, the Wizard points out that each of the charac-

ters already possessed the quality requested; they only needed experience to bring it to the surface of their 

lives. 

 

 

Wisdom and understanding comes only from God.  He grants, to each of us that know Him, a certain measure 

of Spiritual wisdom which must be cultivated each day and year.  As we pass from one season of life to the 

next, God allows us to experience life and to learn and grow from each experience.  Charles Johnson, who 

went to be with the Lord several years ago, knew this point very well.  Bro. Charles was a great man of God 

who faithfully served as a deacon in our church.  He would always say that he was “learning and growing”.  

Wisdom and understanding come with age and maturity and is a great gift that can be passed on to the next 

generation.  

 

Let’s continue to “grow and learn” today. 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

June 18 

Job 13-16 

 

 

 

 

The old saying goes, “a true friend is hard to find,” or at least this was the case for Job at this moment of his 

life. In Chapter 2, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar had come to comfort Job because of his hardships and even la-

mented with him for a week, but as time drug on, I believe their patience wore thin.  Job’s friends moved from 

allies to accusers, rather quickly. Friendships require trust, love, patience, and endurance. Proverbs 18:24 says, 

“A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.” We’ll 

never have a Friend greater than Jesus, but make sure you choose the rest wisely! Even more so, ask yourself, 

“am I a true friend?” 
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Danielle Thomas 

June 19 

Job 17-20 

 

 

With Friends like These…. 

 

Job was a righteous man that God had blessed with many wonderful things. Job had success in all areas of his 

life and he praised God for everything. Then Satan was allowed to test him. Job lost everything… children, 

wealth, and even his health. Job’s friends insisted that he had done something displeasing to God, and it was 

his sin that had gotten him into this state of despair. Job continue to plead his innocence in chapters 17 through 

20 as he is conversing between his three friends and himself. All three friends were against Job, but God never 

stopped loving him. 

 

We go through trials and storms in life. Some storms are for correcting sinful decisions. Some are so we can 

help others. And other storms are allowed to grow us in our faith and trust in God. Friends are human. They 

may not always respond how you think they should, but God will never fail you. How do you face the storms 

in your life? Trust God, He always gets you through them. 
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June 20                                                                                                                                                                                       

Job 21-24 

 

 

OPEN THE EYES OF MY HEART 

 

Have you ever walked in and knew your spouse or parent was upset about something, but they wouldn’t tell 

you? They wanted you to figure it out. They wanted you to think about all your recent conversations and play 

them over in your mind. Of course even then you’re like, just tell me what I did to get this silent treatment.  

In Job 24, Job has reached the point where he is ready to just sit with God and ask God to tell him why he is 

going through what he is going through. Then again, maybe God wanted Job to think not just be told. There are 

times in our lives that things don’t make sense. We see a church bus have a wreck on the way to share the gos-

pel with people in Africa and we don’t understand God. Which is all the more reason to know God. God wants 

his children to know Him. The same way your spouse wants you to know them. God wants you to seek him for 

answers, but seek him with an open heart. It’s one thing for Job to be able to sit and present his case to God. 

Job was willing to listen to what God would say. Do you want to know God? Do you want to know God’s 

ways and God’s heart? Then sit and talk with him.  

We used to sing a song “Open the eyes of my heart Lord, Open the eyes of my heart. I want to see you.” Let 

that be the song on your lips today. 

 

 Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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June 21 

Job 25-29 

 

 

 

Focal Passage: Job 28:28 

 

 

Wisdom defined is the quality of having experience, knowledge and good judgement; the quality of being 

wise. Wisdom, according this verse is the fear of the Lord and a result of that fear is to shun evil. The fear Job 

is speaking of is not a fear of God’s judgement but it is an affection for God with reverence of Him. This fear 

does not come naturally but it comes from seeing and experiencing God’s grace. This wisdom doesn’t come 

with experience alone but what we learn through the lens of grace, in our experiences and apply it to our lives. 

Proverbs 1:7 says, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and in-

struction.” Don’t be a fool and make light of the fear of the LORD and reject something so precious as                        

wisdom. By growing in His grace, one is already growing in wisdom.  
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Derek McFarland 

June 22 

Job 30-33 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Job believed that he was innocent (Job 31:1-8). Innocent is a strong word because it means sinless or spotless. 

Yet the Bible is clear that no mere human is sinless. Job claimed not only that he had done the right things, but 

that he acted from a right heart. The heart functions like the throne of our lives, whatever lives and rules in our 

heart will eventually reign in our lives. Jesus said “A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in 

his heart, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For the mouth speaks what 

the heart is full of” (Lk6:45). Amazingly, Job responded by focusing on the outward actions and the inward 

motivations he had in his heart. Jesus would come along and highlight the important connection between ac-

tion and heart motives in the Sermon on the Mount. Yet, it is impossible for people to justify themselves com-

pletely before God. Isaiah teaches that all people are unclean; their best works are like filthy rags. By the con-

clusion of the book, Job saw and understood his helpless state. Know that we were once helpless, but God sent 

His son Jesus to take the hopeless and give us a hope far greater than we could ever ask or imagine. Now when 

God looks at His people He doesn't see those unclean rags He sees His perfect son Jesus.  
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Tracy Wills 

June 23 

Job 34-37 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Job is a hard book for me to push through. I can't fathom how Job feels at this point in his life. Reading what 

his friends are thinking as they try and figure out why he has endured so much is excruciating to me. We've all 

been in a place where we feel like we are under a microscope. Our thoughts go to what others are thinking and 

saying about our circumstances. We begin to listen to the chatter instead of what really matters. As if all that 

Job had been through wasn't enough, he also endured listening to his friends speculate the “WHYs!” It is a roll-

er coaster of words and we go through each friend's thoughts on the condemnation of Job. 

 

 

Elihu held off speaking because he was much younger than the other friends. We find that he is angry with the 

3 friends for providing no real solution through their examination of Job. Elihu seems to think that Job's suffer-

ing is disciplinary, from a gracious God, and not punitive as from an enemy. Job tells Elihu that he is righteous 

and that it profits a man nothing to delight in God. Elihu responds to Job's complaint by stating that God is not 

manipulated by man's actions (35:4-7). He charges Job with rebellion and multiplying his words against God 

without knowledge. Job bears all that Elihu has to say patiently and kindly because he knows that Elihu means 

well. In chapter 36-37, it appears that Elihu is preparing Job for what the Lord will say to him. He speaks on 

God's behalf and encourages Job to stand still and consider the wondrous works of God. I am encouraged once 

we make it passed the friends talking and we hear the voice of the Lord. His voice overshadows their voices. 

When being a friend to those going through a “Job” moment, I pray that the Lord speaks through me as a voice 

of encouragement. When facing a “Job” moment, I pray that I can cling to the Lord and not the voices of those 

above the microscope. Like Job, I want to look at them with patience and kindness while listening to the one 

that knows the answers.  
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Hillary Folsom 

June 24        

Job 38-40 

 

 

 

 

The last word. At the end of the argument, doesn’t it feel so good to get the last word? To plead your case and 

make your point, just one more time? But, does it change anything? 

 

God needed Job to see that His plans were so much more than any question and answer Job could pose and re-

ceive.  Over and over He demonstrates His sovereignty until it finally clicks with Job – who was he to judge or 

question God?  

 

Sometimes God has to make our own shortcomings painfully obvious to us in order to remind us of His plan 

and power.  God’s action’s do not depend on ours, and we must come to Him with humility and love rather 

than an argumentative spirit, looking for the last word. 
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Teresa Vice 

June 25 

Job 41-42 

 

 

 

 

Job 41:11 says: “Who has a claim against me that I must pay? Everything under heaven belongs to me.” 

 

God reminds Job of the ultimate truth: “Everything belongs to me.” How often do we have to be reminded of 

this same fact?  We talk about God, try to act like God, yet when the day is done there is only one God, He is 

the creator of ALL, owner of ALL and He holds ALL things together. 

 

If you struggle with the burden or feeling that you are the ruler of your domain and need to control everything 

around you, let God handle the details.  The sooner you realize and accept that God owns all things, even what 

we consider the little, mundane, unimportant things, the sooner we can let go of the heavy baggage and bur-

dens that cripple our lives and relationships.  It is time for us to stop acting like we are God and start living like 

we belong to God.   

 

Thought for today:  There is such a sweet peace in the realization that God has dominion and control over all 

things and that it is not our responsibility.   
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

June 26 

Psalms 1-9 

 

 

 

 

In the Hebrew hymn book (Psalms) there are many, many great songs!  However, Psalms 1 would have to be 

in the top ten.  There is an old song my generation sang called “Oh, Happy Day,” and Psalms tells us how to 

have a happy day.  

 

There are two kinds of people in this world, those in Christ who are made Godly and walk in obedience and 

those in Adam and walk in ungodly disobedience.  The bible says godliness and obedience create a happy life! 

 

The Psalmist gives us very clear instructions that to be happy you must keep yourself separated from the world 

(ungodly) v. 1: keep yourself saturated by the word, v.2: keep yourselves situated by the water (water for 

drinking is often a picture of the Holy Spirit).  

 

That’s how to not only have a “Happy Day”, but how to have many “Happy Days.” 
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June 27                                                                                                                                               

Psalms 10-17       

 

 

 

 

How many times have you heard the phrases, “Just trust your heart” or “Go with your gut feeling”?  

 

I have heard both said so many times in my life. I have even said them myself! 

 

Did you know that the Bible says that the heart is wicked above all things? Our flesh craves and desires the 

most wicked things and above all we love ourselves.  

 

Before I was a Christian I was so consumed with me. I wanted what I wanted, talked about things that I liked, 

and boasted about my own accomplishments (which were nothing to brag about). The sad thing is, we as Christ 

followers do and say those same things because we want to feel like we have a since of worth. Whatever con-

sumes us is naturally what we are going to talk about or be drawn to. 

 

God wants you to think about Him. Be consumed with Him. Love Him. Worship Him. Notice the difference? 

If I am solely focusing on me, where does God have room to work in my life? He can’t! It’s all or nothing. 

 

Re-focus and let God be in the forefront of your life every day. He Loves you and wants to be involved, so let 

Him! 
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

June 28                                                               

Psalm 18-22                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

When was the last time you took the opportunity to look up at the night or at a mountain range and just wor-

shipped God? God has given us a perfectly balanced universe and all the beauty and wonder that go with it. 

Without saying a word all creation shouts out the glory of God. Take time to admire God’s creation and give 

Him credit for it. We live in a beautiful world created by a beautiful God. 
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Rodney Gardner 

June 29 

Psalm 23-30 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 25:12-14  

The Psalmist asks and answers a couple of questions in Psalm 24- Who may ascend into the Hill of the Lord? 

Or who may stand in His Holy place? The answer…he who has clean hands and a pure heart.  

 

Gods plan is for us, His children, to enjoy sweet intimate fellowship with Him. I have often heard it said that to 

obtain this level of fellowship is to remain close and clean.  Henry Blackaby, author of Experiencing God, re-

peats often that we are to adjust our lives to God’s plan- a standard of living only found in His holy word. The 

moment we become a Christian His Spirit begins to prompt us to get in touch with His purposes. The secret is 

to fear Him (Psalm 25:12-14). What does it mean to fear Him? It is to have a holy reverence for Him and His 

purposes with a heart bent toward responding as His Spirit leads us to repent, so that we can enjoy sweet inti-

mate fellowship. Remember, partial obedience is disobedience.  

 

Are you willing to let Him make you absolutely pure and clean before Him so that you can enjoy sweet inti-

mate fellowship with Him? This is His purpose for you and me. 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

June 30 

Psalms 31-35 

 

 

 

 

 

In this devotion I want to focus on Psalm 32. It’s the one that just kind of leaps out at me.  It answers some 

questions, but it leaves some unanswered as well.  

 

The big, big unanswered question is how David could be a great saint and a great sinner as well.  He seems to 

so full of wisdom and then so full of wickedness.   

 

However, the question this thirty-second psalm does answer is this: The payment and penalty of your con-

fessed sin is our own lives.  David for the best part of a year tried to hide adultery and murder. Yet, here is his 

description “My bones waxed old… and my moisture is turned into the drought of summer.” 

 

David’s unconfessed sin haunted him day and night!  Only when confronted by Nathan the Prophet did David 

once again feel the relief that only repentance and confession can bring.  By the way, that unanswered question 

of how he did… just like looking into the mirror, “if it can happen to a man after God’s own heart,” it can sure-

ly happen to us.  Be careful and not careless in your daily walk.  
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

July 1                                                                           

Psalm 36-39                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

Ungodly people have no fear of God. Even if they believe with their mind that there is a God, they live their 

life as if they do not believe at all. Proverbs 1:7 says “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge…” 

To fear the Lord is to realize who He is in comparison to who we are. We hear our pastor say all the time that 

our greatest problem is that people have no fear of God. What we believe about God will have a direct impact 

on how we live. Once we truly realize that we will give an account to Him, face to face, then we can submit to 

Him and allow Him to work in us to give us the abundant life. Begin studying God so that you can have a clear 

picture of who He really is. 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

July 2          

Psalms 40-45 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the hart (male deer) panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, O God. Psalm 42:1 KJV 

 

 

On my first mission trip to Uganda, while at the Para Game Park, I had the privilege of being on the plains of 

Africa early one morning.  As the sun began to rise over the most beautiful landscape that I had ever seen, our 

team was treated to a parade of animals: giraffes, elephants, gazelle, and many more animals.  They were all 

making their way to the local source of water.  The climate of this part of the world is hot and dry which means 

that the animals know where to find water; and they make the trip each day to satisfy their thirst. 

 

 

We know that Jesus, speaking to the Samaritan woman, said; “But whoever drinks of the water that I will give 

him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to 

eternal life” (John 4:14).  We drink one time for salvation!  We should drink each day for our sanctification!  

In the highlighted scripture above, the Psalmist teaches us that we should have a “harts” desire for the things of 

God over the things of the world.  Let’s be found, early this morning, drawing water from the Word of God 

which will hydrate us as we go out into a dry and thirsty world. 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

July 3 

Psalms 46 – 51 

 

 

 

 

Is there a greater plea from the heart than to ask for one’s own forgiveness? Our praise may go out from us 

with sincerity and frequency, but a desire for true repentance and forgiveness is often difficult. It is hard to 

look to the Glory of God and face who we really are. It requires honesty, humility, and a hunger for holiness 

that outweighs anything else. Moses, removing his shoes before the burning bush; Isaiah, terrified before the 

throne of God; and Paul, knocked to the ground on the road to Damascus, all share the same self-revealing in-

stances. It shows an unclean people with unclean hearts in desperate need for a Savior! The Way of the cross is 

this way, too. All before the cross stand condemned and called out and yet it, it purges us from the weight of 

sin when cling to it. Though the Way be narrow and somewhat difficult for us to face, joy stands ready on the 

other side! Jesus said, “my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Matt. 11:30). Don’t lose the joy of your sal-

vation, and yet, ponder its workings that your thankfulness may overflow into praise! 
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Danielle Thomas 

July 4 

Psalms 52-59 

 

 

Freedom 

 

In America this is the day of Independence. We became free from England in 1776. Our country was founded 

on freedom. God has blessed the United States through the years. As a nation we are to “cast our cares on the 

Lord and He will sustain you; He will never let the righteous fall,” (Psalm 55:22). Unfortunately, our nation is 

becoming less righteous by the moment. In Psalms 52-59, David wrote about depending on God to defeat his 

enemies. People were constantly pursuing David, and trying to kill him. David trusted the Lord, and HE sus-

tained David through all his struggles. 

 

We are called to trust Christ. He died for our ultimate freedom from the bondage of death. 

 

We live our lives grateful to have eternal life. As Christ paid for our spiritual freedom, we have men and wom-

en that daily fight for our physical freedoms in this country. Thank you to all the men and women that keep our 

country safe and free. 
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Middle School                      

Pastor 

Greg Ragsdale                                                                                                                                                                                   

July 5                                                                                                                                                                               

Psalms 60-66 

 

 

I’M SATISFIED 

 

If you know anything about my family, then you know we love birthday cake. I love it with vanilla ice cream. 

There is something about it that just satisfies me. My grandmother used to say, “That hit the spot.” We all have 

that thing that quenches our thirst, satisfies our hunger or just “hits the spot.”  

 

In Psalm 63 that is what David is saying about God’s unfailing love. He is saying how he longs for God and 

how he thirsts and yearns for Him. David points out how he realized God’s love is better than life. David puts 

it right up to the top of his list of things that satisfy him. “Better than life itself.” That is when you realize how 

rich God’s love is when you realize, I’d rather have God’s love than life itself. 

 

Does God’s love for you satisfy you? If it doesn’t then maybe you need to re-evaluate. No one can or will ever 

love you like God loves you. Let that resonate in your heart today and let God’s love quench your thirst, nour-

ish your soul, and satisfy your greatest desire. So, your lips will have praise for God constantly on your lips. 

 

 Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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Children’s                    

Administrator 

Jennifer Harmon 

July 6  

Psalms 67-71 

 

 

 

 

Focal Passage: Psalm 67:1-4 

 

Pause for just a moment and think about the words we say in our prayers before a meal, during our quiet time 

alone with God, or what we call our “bedtime prayers.” Why do we ask God to bless our food, to bless us, our 

home, family and/or church? Psalm 67:1-4 teaches us to ask for God’s blessings and for “His face to shine on 

us so that His ways be known on the earth and His salvation among all nations.” His desire is to bless us, yet 

our heart motivation for asking should be kept in check. Our heart motivation for God’s blessings is to be so 

that people will see His work in our lives and praise Him. We are blessed for a purpose beyond our comfort 

and happiness. These verses remind me of a song by Steven Curtis Chapman, called Much of You… “I want to 

make much of You, Jesus, I want to make much of Your love, I want to live today to give You the praise that 

You are so worthy of, I want to make much of Your mercy, I want to make much of Your cross, I give you my 

life, Take it and let it be used to make much of You! Be blessed for a purpose today and make much of Him!  
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Derek McFarland 

July 7  

Psalms 72-77  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The writer of Psalm 73 likely encountered many beautiful and impressive things while serving in the temple. 

Yet the confession of his heart was that God in Heaven was his greatest treasure. Nothing on Earth could com-

pete with God. Jesus taught people to pull back from pursuing the treasures of Earth to stop storing them away 

for security. As the psalmist’s greatest prize was in heaven, so Jesus encouraged his listeners to invest in the 

things of eternity. Therefore, the people who believe in Jesus should spend their years investing in their rela-

tionship with God and the people he loves- dispensing grace, making disciples, and loving unconditionally. 

These treasures of heaven will endure forever and bring much glory to God.  
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Tracy Wills 

July 8 

Psalms 78-80 

 

 

 

 

 

As Children's Director, I am motivated by the words found in the beginning of this passage. It always does my 

heart good to see our Mt. Zion children learning and understanding the things that we teach them each week 

through lesson and song. We are all commanded to teach the children in our paths to ensure future generations 

can know these teachings as well. The church recognized me on stage this year for ten years of service. I 

couldn't find the words to say exactly how I felt at that moment. The children in the 1st-4th grade were on the 

stage behind me because we had just sung during the worship service but the view in front of me was invisible 

by the audience. There in the back of the church, leading out into the lobby area was a sea of students. The jun-

ior and senior high students had walked up to support my recognition. I stood in awe of them and pondered the 

fact that the majority of those students had been in our children's ministry during my time of service. Once up-

on a time, I encouraged them to hide God's word in their hearts, to sing of his praise worthy deeds in worship, 

and to tell others of the things He has done. The reward of looking at their faces knowing that they either cling 

to those teachings today or will come back to them later was indescribable.   

 

The rest of these scripture speak of all the wonderful things that God had done and how the world continued to 

sin against Him. I pray that the children in my path have been grounded enough to believe and trust in the Lord 

for deliverance (28:22). The same God that parted the sea making the water stand up like a wall is our God to-

day. The same God that made rivers of water spring forth from rocks and commanded manna to fall from the 

sky is our God. He is the same yesterday, today, and forever. We once learned of his marvelous works, we 

passed on those teachings to them, and they will teach our tomorrow.  
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Hillary Folsom 

July 9         

Psalms 81-87 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading the Bible can be an overwhelming task. There are all kinds of versions and translations to help us un-

derstand what God was/is saying.  As I read these verses, I was overwhelmed with how to understand or ex-

plain these words.   Then I realized, God’s word doesn’t have to be explained in one certain way. It is for each 

of us to learn and digest and apply to our lives each day. He will speak to us each differently. 

 

That’s what stood out to me in this section, Psalm 85:8-9, “I will listen to what God the Lord says;  he promis-

es peace to his people, his faithful servants— but let them not turn to folly. 9 Surely his salvation is near those 

who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land.” 

 

Just listen…listen to what God says, his promises to his people. What does that promise mean to you, today? 

 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Nursery             

Director 



196 

Teresa Vice 

July 10 

Psalms 88-91 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever felt as if God has turned a deaf ear to your plea?  I have on occasion asked God this question, 

“Where are you”?  I admit there have been a few times I felt as if He had left me hopelessly alone and ex-

pected me to figure it out on my own.  As I read these four chapters, my mind continually went back to chapter 

88 and how Heman must have felt. 

 

Psalm 88:2 “May my prayer come before you; turn your ear to my cry.” and Psalm 88:14 “Why, Lord, do you 

reject me and hide your face from me”?  These two verses tell us that God is not speaking in this Psalm.  There 

is no reply to the brokenhearted plea of this man...YET there is one thing throughout the entire chapter that 

speaks volumes: Heman never gives up!  Psalm 88:b “I call to you, O Lord, every day.” 

 

I may not know your story, your struggle, or what you are going through, but I do know who to point you to if 

you feel as Heman may have.  His name is Lord… Heman calls on Him four different times in this chapter.  

Lord means “Jehovah”, it is the name of God that refers to Him as the “Covenant Keeper”.  This tells us that 

He is the God who keeps faith with His people, He is the God who never fails, He is the God who is able, and 

He is the God who never deserts His own. 

Verse to remember: “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble,” Psalm 46:1. 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

July 11 

Psalms 92-100 

 

 

 

 

I have said it before, but there are so many great songs throughout the book of Psalms.  However, there are 

some that just rise to the surface that we seem to have through the years and become more familiar to us all. 

Psalm 23, for instance.  I believe Psalm 100 certainly falls into that category as well.  

 

First of all, it teaches us about the heart we should have as we both serve and sing!  As a pastor for many years 

I have witnessed so many unhappy people in the church.  This Psalm teaches that we ought to serve the Lord 

with “gladness,” with a joyful heart.  I believe singing means joy ought to permeate the heart of every true 

worshiper.  

 

“Enter His gates with Thanksgiving, Enter His Courts with Praise.”  It’s His gates, it’s His courts but it’s my 

countenance that I must take notice of before I come into His presence.  The Bar’s advertise their “Happy 

Hour,” but they need a strong drink to produce it, all we need is a “Thankful Heart” and a committed life.  
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Mark West                                                                                                                                                 

July 12                                                                                                                                                      

Psalms 101-105 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 101 is a Psalm of David and speaks of a man who loves God and hates sin. Through the Psalm is he not 

merely singing empty words. Rather, he is expressing the desire of his heart to honor God. You can sense the 

distaste that David has for the wicked and arrogant people. He expresses a desire to not live among the wicked 

and would ultimately do away with people who lie and scheme.  

In my Bible, this passage is titled “I will walk with integrity.” What a great example for us all to follow! Our 

desire should be to keep our hearts clear and to avoid sinful behavior. Integrity is defined as the quality of be-

ing honest and having strong moral principles. It is synonymous with honesty, sincerity, truthfulness, trustwor-

thiness. It is often referred to as “doing what is right, even when no one is around”. Imagine if you had a cam-

era following you around 24 hours a day. It recorded all your actions- at home, at school, at work. Imagine it 

recorded everything you said. What if it recorded everything you listened to on the radio, watched on televi-

sion, looked at on the computer? What if it tracked all your Instagram, Facebook, Twitter and Snapchat activi-

ty?  What if it not only recorded what you said and did, but also recorded your thoughts? The things you RE-

ALLY think? The things you REALLY want to say? What if at the end of the 24 hours your entire day was 

replayed for everyone see? Scary, right? We so often attempt to hide who we really are from others. We hide 

the real us and only portray what we want others to see. We so often forget that God knows everything about 

us. He does not see an edited version of who we really are. He sees the things that no one else sees.  

He sees and knows everything about us! He has our 24-hour unedited footage! Even after seeing our faults, He 

is still so merciful and loving. He sees our dirtiness and He still loves us. He desires for us to view sin the way 

he does. He wants to see us react to sin in a tangible way. To turn off the computer, log off Instagram and Fa-

cebook, change the station, turn off the Television. He desires for us to live a life of integrity.  He desires for us 

to pursue His will for our lives and to allow him to lead.  

 

The Devil is a shrewd enemy who desires to see you fail. He will put people in your path to attempt to lead you 

astray! Be alert to the people and circumstances around you! 

Pray and ask God to reveal to you what your true desires are. 

Do you desire to live a life of integrity? 

Do you love the things God loves?  

Do you hate the things God hates?  

What tangible things can you put in place today to pursue a life of integrity?  
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

July 13 

Psalms 106-107 

 

 

 

 

I still can sometimes hear my Mother’s voice as she would often call me home at sundown for supper, “Garry, 

come home.”  I knew full well what those words meant and what I was to do.  No matter what I was doing I 

had a higher authority and it was time to stop the game, whatever it was and head home.   

 

The children of Israel had been in captivity for 70 years under God’s chastening!  However, the captivity had 

come to an end, a decree from Cyrus the Persian had been issued and the Jews were free to leave!  God was 

calling, “it’s time to come home”. 

 

However, 70 years in Babylon had made a strong impact on them and that pagan land and environment was 

home.  They were not interested in the long journey, the hardships of Palestine and over 42,000 did return and 

Psalm 107 is about that return and what it was like.  

 

Thank God for people who will listen for the call and respond to the call. People who know the holy hardships 

are better in the will of God than worldly pleasures outside of His will.  
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Rodney Gardner 

July 14 

Psalms 108-118 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 116:1-2 

Can you truly say you love the Lord? There are many reasons to love Him, but the fact that he loved us first 

(1John 4:19) even when we were unloving, is reason enough. God was waiting on me to call out to Him and 

heard my cry for help. When everybody else walked out of my life prior to salvation, Jesus walked in. I was 

radically changed forever (eternally), knowing that I was loved and accepted not based on anything I have 

done or not done. I have and will continue to call upon Him.  

 

God not only heard- He answered. Romans 10:9-10 says  “that if we confess with our mouth Jesus as Lord, and 

believe in our heart that God raised Jesus, from the dead, you will be saved.” 

 

Understanding His love and having experienced His love ongoing it compels me to love others in the same 

way- that is unconditionally. This kind of love will cause you to cut others a little slack, be more forgiving, pa-

tient, and merciful, extending people grace instead of judgement.  

 

Would you say that you love others with the love of God? How do you show that love to others?     
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

July 15 

Psalm 119 

 

 

 

 

Doing these quiet times, we have preassigned verses and days.  I assure you it is not always easy with certain 

verses.  However, when I saw that this Psalm was mine, I was like, “are you kidding me?”    Woo-hoo! 

 

Now, 176 verses in a couple paragraphs, aint happening!  I know that is bad English, but you get the point.  

One beautiful thing about this Psalm is it gives us eight things we must do with God’s word.  

 

V. 97, 159 – Love it 

V. 72, 128 – Praise it 

V. 7, 12, 18, 26, 27 – Study it 

V. 11 – Memorize it 

V. 15, 23, 48 – Meditate on it 

V. 42 – Trust it 

V. 1-8 – Obey it  

V. 13, 26 – Declare it 

 

We often sing Psalm 119:105 here at Mount Zion.  “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my 

path.”  Let that song be on your heart today as you reflect on this great Psalm.   
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

July 16                                                                     

Psalms 120-131                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

Never feel guilty about going to God for help and comfort. Don’t think that your needs are too small for God to 

care about. He is a big God who sees keeping the solar system and your problems as nothing he can’t handle. 

God wants us to come to Him with our needs and problems. He sent His Son to die for us so that we can have 

access to Him (Hebrews 4:15-16). Take time today to pour out your hurts to God. No matter how small the is-

sue seems to you, God cares because you are His child. 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

July 17           

Psalms 132-138 

 

 

 

 

How can we sing the LORD’S song in a foreign land? Psalm 137:4 KJV 

 

 

The nation of Israel had been taken away into captivity by Babylon.  God’s chosen people were now separated 

from the Temple and worship as prescribed by the Law of Moses.  Psalm 137 indicates that Israel was ridi-

culed by their captors and refused to sing. The people allowed their surroundings to take away the songs of  

Zion. 

 

 

 It’s easy to gather for corporate worship each Sunday at Mount Zion and sing the songs of praise while sur-

rounded by Christians who love the Lord just like we do.  The real test will be on Monday when we get to 

work or school (Babylon) and face the hard, cold reality of the world; which can intimidate us to be silent.  We 

cannot allow our surroundings, or circumstances, to take our song away.  While we only get one or two oppor-

tunities a week for corporate worship, we have the remainder of the week to worship wherever we may go.  

My song for this day is by Chris Tomlin: “How great is our God!  Sing with me: how great is our God!  And 

all will see how great, how great, is our God!”  

 

Words by Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash, Jesse Reeves 

2004 worshiptogether. Com 

CCLI LICENSE 343522 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

July 18 

Psalm 139-143 

 

 

 

 

When was the last time you went to the Dr. for a check-up? Sometimes, we seem to put it off because we are 

afraid of what the Dr. may say, or even worse, he may find something! When was the last time you knelt be-

fore God and said, “Search me, O God, and know my heart!”? David sought a spiritual check-up and eventual-

ly, found that his soul thirsted for God! What does your soul thirst for? Make sure you review the Dr.’s assess-

ment and see where you spend the most of your time, money, energies, and focus! If you were to put your life 

on a pie chart, what takes the most space? There’s the answer for what controls your life the most! Is your spir-

itual life healthy or unhealthy? Maybe your prescription needs to be an overwhelming dose of Jesus, prayer, 

and His Word, and you may need to lay off the “weight and sin that easily ensnares,” (Heb.12:1) because 

they’re really not helping you to run the race of life with endurance! 
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Danielle Thomas 

July 19 

Psalm 144-150 

 

 

 

Praise the Lord 

 

Psalm 150:6- “Let everything that breath praise the Lord, Praise the LORD.” 

 

How wonderful it is to be able to praise the Lord! He created everything and set all things into being. He alone 

is where our trust should lie. So many times we put our trust into people. Psalm 146:3, “Do not put your trust 

in princes, in mortal man, who cannot save.” 

 

We have problems, so instead of going to the Lord first, we get advice from friends and family. Now there is 

nothing wrong with people helping and praying with you through the storms of life, but the Lord is your ulti-

mate Savior. He is the only one that will never leave you and walk with you no matter what. “He heals the bro-

ken hearted and binds up their wounds,” (Psalm 147:3). Praise the Lord in all circumstances, He knows you, so 

praise HIM! 
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Middle School                      

Pastor 

Greg Ragsdale                                                                                                                                                                                   

July  20                                                                                                                                                                                                

Proverbs 1-3 

 

 

WISDOM AND THE WORD 

 

I recently had someone show me a new app you can put on your phone that combines GPS, Police radar, and 

social media. On this app people mark where they see a cop, heavy traffic or construction zone and mark the 

location where they see it. So if they see a cop, you can see where that cop is sitting and waiting. I’m not con-

doning the app so that you can speed and not get caught, but God spoke truth to me when I thought about the 

app.  

 

God’s word is like this app. He gives us warning about the road ahead. God’s word warns us of where we need 

to slow down or we need to take a different road. God’s word may not give us the quickest route but it does 

give us the best route. The book of Proverbs is about wisdom and direction. Proverbs 1 reveals the intent of the 

book and Proverbs 2 reveals the benefits of this wisdom and direction. By the time we are at Chapter 3 we are 

asking ourselves what we are going to do with this wisdom. Are you going to, “trust in the Lord in all your 

ways so that when you acknowledge Him, He will direct your path?” 

 

 Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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Children’s                    

Administrator 

Jennifer Harmon 

July 21 

Proverbs 4-7 

 

 

 

 

 

I have had a great challenge in trying to choose just one or a few verses to use in a devotion from Proverbs. 

This book is full of such wisdom, things I want to apply to my life all at once, yet the truth is that I have to take 

it one day at a time. Proverbs urges us to get and embrace wisdom at any cost. Wisdom comes from God and 

He alone. One of the verses within these few chapters has been a tool God used to protect me and encourage 

me so many times while I was in high school and young adult life. Proverbs 4:23 is such a treasure to me! 

These words are life to those who find them and health to your whole body. These verses urge us to be diligent 

in guarding what is allowed into our heart and life because everything we do flows from it. Whatever it takes, 

guard your heart! You can trust God with your heart, He always gives His best to those who leave the choice 

with Him.  
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Derek McFarland 

July 22 

Proverbs 8-11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to Solomon, wisdom is based on the fear of the Lord. Proverbs demonstrates that the ability to obey 

all of the practical guidance found throughout Solomon’s writings derive from one place, a fear of God. The 

biblical notion of fearing God is more holistic than just referring to the awe or reverence of God. The power 

and judgment of God should cause mere frail humans to have a profound sense of fear and submission to the 

rightful ruler. Christians should fear God and that fear should manifest itself in obedience. Jesus lived a life 

fully and wholly full of fear for the Lord. Even as he faced death, Jesus willingly laid down his life in obedi-

ence to the Father’s plan, demonstrating that his desire to obey God was greater than the fear of brutal death. 

Empowered by the Spirit, Christians are transformed to fear God, and in doing so, find true wisdom.  
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Tracy Wills 

July 23 

Proverbs 12-15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proverbs has always been my favorite book of the bible. I love the cause and effect poetic pairs that are easy to 

understand and are so powerful in meaning. They are wonderful to memorize for everyday life and are a re-

minder of the right things to do. Who doesn't want to know more about being wise, finding happiness, living in 

peace, or controlling their tongue? The wisdom from Proverbs speaks to the young and the old. John MacAr-

thur highlighted ten critical lessons about wisdom from Proverbs in his book, "What the Bible Teaches about 

Parenting". He lists the following things as the flip side of the teachings of Proverbs. We should teach our chil-

dren and ourselves to... 

• fear God, OR the devil will teach them to hate God 

• guard their minds, OR the devil will teach them to have a corrupt mind 

• obey their parents, OR the devil will teach them to rebel and break parents’ hearts 

• select friends carefully, OR the devil will choose their companions for them 

• control their lusts, OR the devil will teach them to fulfill their lusts 

• enjoy their spouses, OR the devil will teach them to destroy their marriages 

• watch their words, OR the devil will fill their mouths with filth 

• pursue their work, OR the devil will make their laziness a tool of hell 

• manage their money, OR the devil will teach them to squander it on riotous living 

• love their neighbors, OR the devil will teach them to love only themselves 

 

There are 31 chapters in the book of Proverbs and close to 31 days in each month. I was once challenged to 

read one Proverbs chapter per day while focusing on the things that were found within that chapter. I think I 

will revisit that idea. Want to join me?  
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Hillary Folsom 

July 24         

Proverbs 16-19 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone loves a good t-shirt slogan, right? Well, to me, these verses would make THE best slogans. A false 

witness, a foolish heart, a wicked tongue. All great reminders of things we don’t and shouldn’t do.  Wearing 

them would remind us every time we look in the mirror of the daily instructions God gives us.  

 

The one I would need to wear EVERY day would probably be: 21” The tongue has the power of life and 

death, and those who love it will eat its fruit.” 

 

My mouth runs at warp speed most days, and honestly, sometimes I say things without even stopping to think 

what effect they might have. So, today and hopefully for the days to come, I will remember that the tongue has 

the power of life…and death. And I will do my best to speak life!! 
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Teresa Vice 

July 25 

Proverbs 20-22 

 

 

 

 

 

Proverbs 22:6 says: “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 

 

 

I remember bringing home my firstborn and feeling every emotion there was to experience: love, joy, excite-

ment, fear, nervousness, worry.  I was so afraid of messing up and I remember so many people laughing and 

saying, “wouldn’t it be great if they came with an instruction booklet?”  The fact of the matter is, they do! It is 

God’s Holy Bible and it is filled with every instruction that we could ever need.  The bible instructs us to            

dedicate them (1 Samuel 1:20-28), to the Lord by praying for them every day, disciple them (Ephesians 6:4), 

through the training and instruction of the Lord, and to teach them in the home about God’s word and how to 

be of sound character.  It is not the church’s responsibility, we are to discipline them (Proverbs 29:15), by the 

rod and reproof to bring forth wisdom, we are to direct them (Jeremiah 29:12), by allowing God’s will and 

wisdom to lead and guide their life, and then we are to allow them to depart from (Mark 10:7), our household, 

there should be a time of leaving for them to move away. 

 

As my second child came along I was not as reluctant to step into that parenting role, but I can look back now 

and see so many things that I could have handled differently by using the very most important instruction 

booklet that truly mattered more than any other. 

 

Prayer for today:  Dear Lord Jesus, may we raise Godly, loving, responsible children by the instruction that 

you have given to us and may each of us grow to be a Christlike child that will praise you and bring glory to 

your Holy name.  In Jesus name we pray.  Amen 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

July 26          

Proverbs 23-26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like cold water to a weary soul, so is good news from a distant land.  Proverbs 25:25 NASB 

 

 

In ancient times, news came by a courier that traveled on foot or rode an animal.  Because of the distance of 

the journey, the news often changed before it reached the intended destination.  Today we receive the news as 

it happens--on our phones, tablets, or televisions.  To be truthful, most of the news we hear each day is not en-

couraging.  As I write today, the constant updates on my phone tell of a potential war with North Korea, Rus-

sia, Iran, or all of the above.  We need some good news! 

 

 

Jimmy Barry is the founder and leader of International Missionaries for Christ.  After my first trip to Uganda, I 

signed up to receive his weekly email about the ongoing work on the other side of the world.  I love to read it!  

The blog is always fresh news and good news!  Just this week Jimmy told of a man named Collins who lives in 

the northern part of Uganda.  Collins was reached through the Manna ministry, accepted Christ as Savior, en-

rolled in Bible Way, and with the help of IMFC started a business that now supports his large family.  Even 

more good news is that Collins is giving back to the ministry that introduced him to the Lord by helping with 

Bible Way each week. 

 

 

In spite of the evening news, let’s be bearers of “eternal news” today.  Who knows?  The good news just might 

be cold water to a weary soul in a distant land. 
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Mark West   

July 27 

Proverbs 27-31     

 

 

        

Focus Passage:  Proverbs 27:2 

 

I love how Proverbs smacks you right in the face!  

 

 

It’s so easy to boast about yourself, your accomplishments, your kids, your possessions, your friends, and 

sometimes you boast when you’re not even trying too. We don’t always see how harmful it is for our walk 

with Christ…it is SIN! Of course, we want people to think good things about us, but why do we need others’ 

affirmation? I have definitely been guilty of this. I have talked about my favorite music, my favorite sport or 

team, or just talked about my family. This often times means that my trusting in Christ or boasting about Him 

is not enough and that I need people to think more highly of me. It should really be Christ they see in me. 

 

 

Being boastful affects the people around you too. They may even avoid conversation with you. How do we fix 

it? We set our eyes on Jesus and boast in Him! We must pray that God reveals it to us. If you focus on Christ, 

love Him, and take others into consideration, then you won’t need to boast about your life. People around you 

will see that you have a life worthy of being talked about.  

Pray and ask God to reveal sin in your life. 

Be mindful to put Him first and only boast in Christ! 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

July 28           

Ecclesiastes 1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He has made everything appropriate in its time. He has also set eternity in their heart. 

Ecclesiastes 3:11a NASB 

 

 

In 1965 the American folk band, The Byrds, released a cover version of a song called “Turn! Turn! Turn!”.  

The song, written by Pete Seeger in the late 1950s, was taken almost word for word from the third chapter of 

the book of Ecclesiastes.  The Biblical text was written by King Solomon and teaches us there is a time for all 

things: a time to plant or to reap, to laugh or to weep, and a time to give birth or to die. 

 

 

Whether we read the text for ourselves or hear the song on the radio today, it serves as a reminder that God has 

placed Eternity in our hearts.  One-day God will reveal His fulfilled plan for our lives when we reach heaven.  

Until that day, we should live out whatever this day brings, with hope and confidence in our God to see us 

through, and to fulfill His purpose in our lives.  With eternity in our hearts, we see what is before us and what 

is yet to be revealed.  Heaven is not just for the bye and bye, but also for the here and now!  
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Rodney Gardner 

July 29 

Ecclesiastes 5-8 

 

 

 

 

 

In the seventh chapter of Ecclesiastes  Solomon writes with the intention to give instructions about life. Johnny 

Hunt, Pastor of First Baptist Woodstock , writes that Solomon describes “better things” come to the life of the 

person who follows God’s wisdom. Wisdom allows us to see life clearly. It helps us to keep life in balance.  

 

Men “have sought out many schemes” to avoid the realities of pain, suffering, or disappointments. Somehow 

modern society thinks we should live without them. Here are a few: 

• Escape- by involving ourselves with distractions that result in becoming too busy to think, reflect, or hear 

about things we can’t handle, enjoy, or control. 

• Denial- denying that life has problems. We tell each other “everything is fine” Thought: God uses adversity 

to build our character. 

• Withdrawal- turning inward, closing off as many contacts as possible, privacy fences, answering machines, 

voice mail, etc.  

 

Are you using one or more of these schemes to avoid some painful realities of life? The only way to face these 

realities is to seek the wisdom of God. In Ecclesiastes chapter 7, we are exhorted to seek God’s wisdom with 

its promises in order to find direction, protection, meaning, and purpose.  “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him 

ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to Him.” (James 1:5) 

 

Solomon concludes with the foundation of wisdom …”fear God and keep His commandments”… (Ecc 12:13) 

Proverbs 1:7  says, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruc-

tion”. 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

July 30 

Ecclesiastes 9-12 

 

 

 

 

The wisest man that ever lived wrote the Book of Ecclesiastes.  It seems this wise man who had been blessed 

with wisdom and riches, was wrestling with a really, hard question. “Is life really worth living?” 

 

By the time the author gets to these last three chapters he seems to have found the answer he was looking for. 

One, his conclusion is, “Life is worth living,” if we will do three important things.  In chapter 11 he says, “we 

must live by faith,” just trust that God has a plan in all of life’s circumstances whether good or bad.  Second, in 

chapter 12, He says we must never forget, “life will come to an end,” so live as a person who understands the 

stewardship of life. Third, Also, in chapter 12, we must “fear God and obey Him.”  Why is life worth living?  

Because, death is not the end.  

 

This attitude gives life purpose and meaning, “to glorify God,” and to know there are rewards waiting in     

Heaven. 
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

July 31                                                                 

Song of Solomon 1-8                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

Our culture has been perverting love and romance since the fall in the garden. For that reason, it is hard to find 

guidance on romance the way God intended it to be. But the Song of Solomon gives us the picture of what a 

true relationship looks like. We can know how to love and be attracted to our spouse by reading these poetic 

words. Ask God to show you genuine love and romance so that you can have Him in your marriage now or 

down the road. 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

August 1 

Isaiah 1-4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Come now, and let us reason together,” says the LORD, though your sins are as scarlet, they will be as white 

as snow; though they are red like crimson, they will be like wool. Isaiah 1:18 NASB 

 

 

The book of Isaiah opens with a pronouncement of judgment on the nation of Israel.  The Northern Kingdom 

had already fallen to Assyria and the Southern Kingdom, Judah, soon would be taken into captivity by Baby-

lon.  In spite of the promise of judgment, God offered His people a way out.  Repent! 

 

 

Repentance means to agree with God about how He views sin.  True repentance should bring about change in-

side, and outside as well.  For all who have truly trusted Christ as Savior and Lord, we need to be thankful that 

our sins have been forgiven and that we’ve been declared “not guilty,” before a Holy God.  Repentance can 

save a nation, a family, a marriage, and most importantly, a soul.  Judgment hangs in the balance today for all 

who perish, yet there is still time to repent and be made “white as snow”.  Let’s take that message into a lost 

world today! 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

August 2 

Isaiah 5-9 

 

 

 

 

 

What an amazing picture we have of Christ and His transforming work of grace and mercy in our lives, that is 

humanity’s only hope! If you think back to Leviticus’ theme, holiness, and remember that any person who 

touched anything unclean, was made unclean as well. Also, any item that was touched by that unclean person 

then became unclean. That unclean or unholy person was not allowed in the temple, in the Presence of God, 

lest death take them. This is how Isaiah felt before God! He was unclean and marred by his and his people’s 

sin and thought he would die. He was terrified! But, then we see this holy coal purifying and transforming Isai-

ah, removing his sin. Now, Isaiah, instead of transferring his uncleanness to the coal, was cleaned instead. It 

was a new picture of the grace that would be shown in Christ! This concept would forever change the world. 

Man could not keep the whole law and so God would make us clean through Christ that we may go as Isaiah 

did and serve the Lord of All, “Here I am! Send me” (Isaiah 6:8). We have the Holy Spirit living within us and 

can share the good news about Jesus, offering His cleansing power over sin, just like that coal from the Throne 

of God. 
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Rick Nabors 

August 3 

Isaiah 10-14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit. Isaiah 11:1 NASB 

 

 

We find in our reading today the nation of Israel facing the judgement of God. Sin will always have conse-

quences, yet we find this promise of hope, forgiveness, and restoration in “Then a shoot will spring forth from 

the stem of Jesse” (Isaiah 11:1). The kingdom of David would be fulfilled in the promise of a Savior and King 

to come. This King, being Jesus Christ, came to be a sacrifice for our sins, and will return for those who know 

Him in salvation. The kingdom that Jesus will set up will be one of Righteousness that flows for all eternity. 

This coming kingdom will reset the natural order that we see today in that “The wolf will dwell with the 

lamb” (Isaiah 11:6). 

 

 

My main thought for today is that while we live in perilous times, we have a promise of things to come. Maybe 

today instead of looking at what is around us (sinful world), we should look at what is coming to us (a new 

heaven and a new earth). Maybe today Jesus will come! 

 

Prayer for today: Lord Jesus, thank You for coming as promised in our reading today. Lord Jesus, thank You 

for coming into my heart, and Lord Jesus, thank You for the promise that You will come again soon. 
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Middle School                      

Pastor 

Greg Ragsdale                                                                                                                                                                                   

August 4                                                                                                                                                                                           

Isaiah 15-21 

 

 

THE CHAFFING 

 

No! Chaffing is not the redness you get after a long day on the beach! Chaffing was used all through scripture 

as a picture of God removing the things from our lives that are useless. Isaiah 15-21 is about how the Israelites 

in Isaiah’s time faced destruction after destruction and invasion after invasion.  In 21:10, Isaiah cries out, “Oh 

my people, threshed and winnowed.” It was a process used to crush the grain so that what was left on the 

threshing floor was grain and chaff. Then they used a fork to throw it into the wind and the wind blew away 

the chaff and the chaff was set on fire. The part of the grain that was of no benefit was removed but the grain 

must be crushed to be useful. 

 

Isaiah recognized the Israelites had been through a lot. They had been crushed, but God had not abandoned 

them. God does not cause evil in our lives, but God allows evil if that is what it takes for his larger purpose to 

be accomplished. 

 

It is so hard for us to see what God is doing in the midst of great pain. There is story after story in scripture of 

how God accomplished his greater Glory in the midst of someone’s greatest pain. The greatest example of that 

is when Christ died on the Cross. God allowed evil to happen so we could know Him. Ask God today to burn 

away the chaff (the sin) that is useless in our lives so God can use us for his greater purpose. 

 

 Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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Children’s                    

Administrator 

Jennifer Harmon 

August 5  

Isaiah 22-26 

 

 

 

 

Isaiah 26:3 

 

In the world today, it seems that anything goes, if you do have beliefs, convictions, standards and morals, they 

are constantly being challenged. I believe that this is good and healthy for followers of Jesus because it calls us 

to know what we believe and why we believe it. It sharpens us to know what we are talking about when we 

open our mouths to address these challenges or we can prove to be ill-equipped for these moments with no 

preparation. It is so easy to be discouraged and give in to nerves and fear of the changing world around us. I 

am concerned for what my children will face in their lifetime, yet I want to do all I can to equip them with 

knowing what they believe and why. Isaiah 26:3 is such an encouragement to a discouraged and worried soul. 

It shares, “You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in you.” Stead-

fast means to be resolutely or dutifully firm and unwavering. Be loyal, faithful, committed, devoted, dedicated, 

dependable, reliable, true and constant in your relationship with Jesus. He will keep you in perfect peace. Not 

that we will live perfect lives but we will have a goal to reach for in our relationship with Him. Then the Word 

of God says that He will keep us in perfect peace.  

 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________



223 

Derek McFarland 

August 6 

Isaiah 27-31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Because of their quickly changing political situation, the people of Isaiah’s day were habitually looking for 

something sure and steadfast in which to find security and safety. Time and time again, their alliances and ef-

forts to find security and stability were thwarted. They foolishly made covenants that had deadly consequences 

and tried to secure themselves on less than firm footing. When they should have turned to God to receive that 

sure foundation and firm footing for which people are searching for. If we look at Isaiah 28:14-16 then we see 

this concept and idea of a precious cornerstone. The cornerstone was the first stone laid in building structure; 

this single stone gave shape, security, and integrity to the rest of the structure; it was the stone of which every-

thing else about the structure was aligned. When it comes to the Christian faith, Jesus Christ is that precious 

cornerstone. When believers build their lives on Jesus Christ and on him alone, they can know that on him, 

there is eternal integrity and security. What is the basis for hope? What stands at the cornerstone of life? What 

gives shape to every relationship, decisions, and priority humans hold dear? If it’s something other than Jesus, 

then people who are building their lives on that something else are building on sinking sand.  
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Tracy Wills 

August 7 

Isaiah 32-37 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever faced a life moment knowing that it was going to take more than you had within yourself to 

overcome the situation? Here we see Hezekiah facing the evil king of the Asyrian army. Hezekiah was known 

for walking with God through the good and bad times. This is evident through the scriptures as we see him 

give the glory to the Lord in times of plenty and in times of none. Hezekiah is seeking the Lord, through his 

uncertainties, while facing the evil king. The self-assured Asyrian king thinks he knows the outcome but is ob-

viously unaware of the one he is up against- The One TRUE God. The prophet Isaiah 

spoke and the Angel of the Lord enters the scene killing 185,000. Hezekiah didn't use an army. He used his 

faith in God and was consistent in giving Him the glory through the good times and bad. The words in chapter 

36 remind me of the world today. They ask us where our God is. They point out all of the things that fail us- 

our finances, health, marriages, children, our little gods. They do not know our victorious One TRUE God. 

Will we be found giving God the glory in the bad times as well as the good -like Hezekiah?  

 

 

Isaiah 35:8-10 speaks of a highway and reminds me of a poem that I had to memorize in school. The final     

stanza of the poem, "The Road Not Taken" by Robert Frost says this…  

I shall be telling this with a sigh 

Somewhere ages and ages hence: 

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— 

I took the one less traveled by, 

And that has made all the difference.  
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Hillary Folsom 

August 8        

Isaiah 38-42 

 

 

 

 

38:1 In those days Hezekiah became ill and was at the point of death. The prophet Isaiah, son of Amoz went to 

him and said, “This is what the Lord says: Put your house in order, because you are going to die; you will not 

recover.” 

 

How often do we hear those words? When it’s near “the end” and the doctor tells the family “get the affairs in 

order”. Any time we go on a trip, I always try to make sure the house is clean, dishes and clothes put away. In 

my mind, I’m thinking about how things would look to someone coming in from the outside, in case we didn’t 

come back. Morbid, right? Not really though.  

 

Shouldn’t we live each day as if it’s the last though? Ultimately, more than houses and cars and money, the 

most important thing to put in order…salvation. Sometimes it’s hard to think about eternity when we are so 

busy with the details of each day.  

 

Once our salvation is in order, everything else falls into place. The peace that comes with really knowing is so 

much better than anything we could try to organize or plan for. 
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Teresa Vice 

August 9 

Isaiah 43-46 

 

 

 

 

Isaiah 44: 6-8 "This is what the LORD says - Israel's King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: I am the first 

and I am the last; apart from me there is no God. Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare 

and lay out before me what has happened since I established my ancient people, and what is yet to come- yes, 

let them foretell what will come. Do not tremble, do not be afraid. Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long 

ago? You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? No, there is no other Rock; I know not one." 

 

God gives warning to His chosen people against worshiping idols by reminding them that He alone is God.  He 

also warns us through His word against worshiping false gods.  He makes it clear to beware of anything that 

we place more value above than Him, or that becomes your idol,  your god. 

 

God gave us ALL a standard to live by in the Ten Commandments… 1. "You shall have no other gods before 

me. 2. "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath 

or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jeal-

ous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate 

me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.” 

 

Question for the day:  Is God the first thing you consider each morning and the last thing on your mind each 

night?  Is He your rock?  If  He’s not first and last in your life, maybe it is time to reevaluate and ask yourself, 

what is? 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

August 10 

Isaiah 47-51 

 

 

 

 

 

The theme of these verses and chapters to Israel from Isaiah the prophet is “fear not.” At the time this devo-

tional is being written… North Korea is testing missiles and threatening the United States with nuclear attack.  

China and Russia are both showing strong opinions and it is interesting times.   

 

The prophet was telling Israel that Babylon would be taken care of, “Fear not”.  The thing is, Israel, at this 

time, did not even know of the Babylonian danger or future conquest that would happen by then.  They were 

just told to not fear these pagan nations! 

 

I think that is a good word for us all today!  You will be reading this devotion over a year from now, but I as-

sure you there will be more crisis and more things to fear!  No matter what or however, whether today, next 

week or whenever, God’s word never changes.  Whatever your circumstances today, “Fear Not”. 
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Mark West 

August 11 

Isaiah 52-57                   

 

 

 

 

In these chapters, we see the foretold suffering of Jesus (Messiah). For Christians, it is the summary of what 

Christ went through on our behalf. The imagery that took place in the mind of Isaiah must have been confusing 

yet fulfilling. Seeing that there would be a Savior that would be despised and rejected by men must have been 

a strange concept. Normally when we think of a savior, it is someone strong and universally loved, but that is 

not the case here. Isaiah learned there was no beauty that we would desire from Him and that people would 

hold Him in low esteem. 

The passage then discusses the Savior taking our pain and sorrows, and because of that we see Him as stricken 

by God. It says He was pierced for our sins. Imagine you taking the blame for someone else’s faults. We would 

not hesitate to let someone know that we were not guilty and they should be punished for what they had done, 

but we see the opposite in this case. We see Him take the immorality and wickedness on Himself. What an 

amazing picture of grace for us.  

 In our Christian walks, we sometimes forget about the suffering Christ went through on our behalf. When 

someone is mad at us and not talking to us we start thinking “What have I done wrong?” or “Why do they not 

like me”? It really does hurt deep inside. Imagine if everyone that should love you turned on you, leaving you 

feeling alone. That’s hard to think about because that is not what we want. Jesus was despised, rejected, beat-

en, and hung on a cross for your wickedness (sin). As I write this it seems so incomprehensible to me. How 

could someone that I have never met love me before I was born and pay a price for me that I could never re-

pay? But by His stripes we are healed. We are set free from the burden of sin and death because God gave us a 

way out. He took our sin on Himself.  

The question is: Has God set you free from your sin through Jesus? If so, praise Him for it today because with-

out the shedding of His blood we would have no hope or freedom to cling to. I am certain, however, that there 

are some still looking for that peace that surpasses all understanding. Keep searching! Jesus paid the price so 

that you want to. 

Pray that God reassures that you are His. 

Pray that God reveals sin in your life. 

Pray to Him that He will reveal Himself to you if you don’t know or are unsure. 
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

August 12                                                               

Isaiah 58-63                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

It is the greatest of all comforts knowing that we have a God who will never leave us. However, there are times 

where we choose to walk with the world instead of God. It is not that He can’t hear our prayers or help us, but 

sometimes it is that we have walked away. It is our sins that builds the separation. Obedience is very important 

to God and should be to us. If you have turned from God for any reason, then today repent and turn back and 

watch how He restores you. 
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Rodney Gardner 

August 13 

Isaiah 64-66 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Isaiah 66:2 Do you tremble when God speaks? When was the last time you heard God speak to you? What did 

He say? What are doing about what He said?  

 

Every time we open the word of God he is speaking. Our issue is, are we still enough to hear (listen)? Psalm 

46:10 says “be still and know that I am God.” Do we approach the reading of God’s Word with a holy expecta-

tion? Next time you open the word, have pen and paper ready to record (journal) your conversation (two way 

conversation) with God. Proverbs 9:10 says “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom”. “But if anyone 

lacks wisdom, ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him”.  

 

Only out of fear and reverence for God will you hear and see things that you cannot experience any other way. 

If Jesus can speak to raise the dead, calm a storm, heal the sick, what effect might a word from Him have upon 

you and your family? The next time you enter into your quiet time (closet) with pen and paper ready; do so 

with a sense of a holy expectation. 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

August 14 

Jeremiah 1-3 

 

 

 

 

He is called “the weeping prophet.”  According to chapter 1:4-6 his call from God came very early in his life.  

To say that Jeremiah had a difficult ministry in a difficult time would be an understatement.  He knew Israel’s 

only hope was true repentance and full trust in God’s power.  

 

Yet, Israel was not interested in the Prophet’s message.  They rejected him and his message.  They trusted in 

alliances with other nations for military help more than God. All the weeping prophet could do was keep 

preaching the truth and watch the inevitable happen! 

 

As a pastor, I can relate!  While Jeremiah was in a more difficult time for sure, I still see the same results with 

a message that seems to fall on deaf ears.  It’s heart breaking to know what true repentance and trusting God 

could do in so many lives and families, yet watch the devastating results when it doesn’t happen.   

 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Senior Pastor 



232 

Dr. Craig Reynolds 

August 15                                                         

Jeremiah 4-6                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

God’s people are to have their heart prepared for the things of God. Our hears are to be broken so that God can 

rebuild them for His glory. So many times, we waste our time by investing our lives in the things that are sinful 

or just don’t matter. God wants us to invest and stay focused on the eternal things that will outlive us. Ask God 

to soften your heart toward Him and begin sowing for eternal things that will always matter. 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

August 16           

Jeremiah 7-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then has not the health of the daughter of my peo-

ple been restored? Jeremiah 8:22 NASB 

 

 

In our reading today, we find the Prophet Jeremiah standing at the gate of the Lord’s house proclaiming the 

Word of God to those who intended to worship in the Temple (Jeremiah 7:2). Jeremiah’s message was simple: 

worship the one true God by turning from idols, follow the Word of the Lord, and do not listen to deceptive 

words from false prophets.  God was providing a remedy for the sin of His people if they would be willing to 

follow the prescription of the Great Physician.  Take the remedy and live or reject the offer and suffer the con-

sequences.  

 

 

Anytime we share the Gospel we present this exact same message.  The only Physician who can heal our sin-

sick soul is Jesus Christ.  The “balm” is the blood of the Lamb which was shed by Jesus Christ on the cross.  

True healing comes only by the “balm” being applied when we repent of our sin.  Jesus has written in red the 

prescription for our sin and we must take the cure today!  May this be our message for a sin sick world today! 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

August 17 

Jeremiah 11–14 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever felt alone, even when you really weren’t? Jeremiah did. He lamented over his people and his 

own circumstances, even complaining to God. He felt like he was completely, all around, betrayed. His people 

wouldn’t repent, his family was in dissent, and God wasn’t about to relent. 

 

Jeremiah felt overwhelmed in his service to the Lord and yet, felt like he was getting no help either. Fast for-

ward several hundred years to Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus knew what is was to be overwhelmed, 

as He was overwhelmed by the burden He was about to bear upon the cross. Jesus knew what it was to be be-

trayed, because he was about to be betrayed by family and friends, even by a kiss! Jesus knew many would not 

receive Him and yet, in everything, He trusted the Father’s will and bore the weight of humanity’s sin, shame, 

guilt, betrayal, and loneliness upon Himself. God’s judgement was falling upon Israel in Jeremiah’s time, but 

at the cross on Calvary, God’s judgement fell upon Jesus! God is a good, loving, and just God, therefore his 

plan for redemption is good, loving, and just! Trust in God, even when you don’t understand why or what He’s 

planning. Sometimes, God may need to “uproot” some things in our lives. While the process may seem diffi-

cult and hard, it’s preparing the soil to be planted so a harvest may be gathered! 
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Danielle Thomas 

August 18 

Jeremiah 15-18 

 

 

We Are the Clay 

 

The Israelites had turned from God many times and the Lord had took His hand off them. Time and time again 

the Lord gave them chances to repent. We have two choices. Obedience or disobedience. 

 

Jeremiah 17:5 says, “… cursed is the one who trusts in man, who depends on flesh for his strength and whose 

heart turns away from the Lord. “But blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in Him.” 

Our way is disobedience, God’s way is obedience. 

 

When we see life is not about us and how we feel, then we can fully surrender to God’s plans. As God is the 

potter, we are the clay. He can shape and mold us to what He sees as best for us. The clay is just a lump until 

the potter shapes it into the vessel He sees fit for the purpose He has for it. 
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Pastor 

Greg Ragsdale                                                                                                                                                                                   

August 19                                                                                                                                                                              

Jeremiah 19-22 

 

 

BAQBUQ 

 

I remember sitting in seminary and hearing my professor using the Hebrew term “baqbuq.” It’s something that 

stuck with me. This Hebrew term refers to a hardened vessel that is broken as a sign of a vessel of wrath. 

 

In Jeremiah 19:10 the vessel was broken as a sign of God’s wrath on Jerusalem and Judah. It was a sign that 

God had had enough. We often ask the question, “How long will God allow this world to go on?” Although, 

we don’t have the answer to how long we must realize his wrath is coming, but there is a way to avoid the 

wrath. The bible teaches, “God is close to the broken hearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” Christ 

was the ultimate “baqbuq”. Christ was shattered by the judgement of God as he became a vessel broken by the 

wrath of God. Ephesians teaches us we were “by nature children of wrath… But God who was rich in mercy 

showed us love.” If we present ourselves as a broken vessel to the potter he will restore us. It’s the old song, 

“he is the potter I am the clay.”  

 

There is a new song that is my favorite right now. It is by Matthew West “Broken Things.” The song says, 

“Now I’m just a beggar in the presence of the King, I wish I could bring him so much more, but if it’s true you 

use broken things, then, I’m all yours”.  

Let those words sink in today.  

 

 Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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Children’s                    

Administrator 

Jennifer Harmon 

August 20  

Jeremiah 23-25 

 

 

 

 

Focal Passage: Jeremiah 23:29 

 

Growing up in church, I have heard many people describe the Word of God. The Word of God is a “two-edged 

sword,” a “fire in my bones,” a “light unto my path,” and the list goes on and on. Yet I never really paid atten-

tion to how the Word of God is described in Jeremiah 23:29, “Is not my word like fire, “declares the LORD, 

“and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?” The hammer of God’s Word pounds my heart. More times 

than I care to mention, I have experienced stubbornness and/or hardness of heart and have been resistant to 

God in my life. God’s Word not only chisels but pounds away at my hard heartedness over matters through 

different seasons of life. It’s not pleasant but necessary. Have you ever had God pound at your heart about 

something? Allow him to break, shape and rebuild. It’s worth it!  
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Derek McFarland 

August 21 

Jeremiah 26-28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Jeremiah 27 we find a prophecy that is very interesting. These verses refer to valuable treasures and articles 

that decorated the house of the Lord and the palace of the king. No doubt these would be some of the first 

things that the Babylonians would take as they gained control of the city. However, even though God said he 

was going to allow Jerusalem to be overrun and the temple treasures removed, he also promised that these 

treasures would one day be returned. This prophecy is like the parable of the lost coin in Luke 15. Although 

God allowed valuable treasures to be taken, he assured the people that he would bring them back. God used the 

Babylonians to execute the justice that his people had brought upon themselves, but God also showed the 

greatness of his mercy by promising to one day bring the people, his true temple treasure, back to himself and 

to their land. No matter how far away a thing or person may seem to be away from God, he is always capable 

of reducing and redeeming that which love him.  

 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

College Pastor                

& IT Director 



239 

Tracy Wills 

August 22 

Jeremiah 29-31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today's reading contains one of my favorite verses in scripture. It is one that we often see quoted and printed 

as an encouragement to those facing hard times, change, or uncertainty. Jeremiah 29:11..."For I know the plans 

that I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

future. These words were sent as a letter from Jeremiah to the captives. In the midst of captivity, they were told 

to settle in and multiply. Growth was important even during exile. Jeremiah tells them in 29:7 that the captives 

were to seek the good of the country where they have found themselves. If the country was at peace and pros-

pered so would the people that were captive within.  

 

 

I feel convicted about the times that I have quoted Jeremiah 29:11 to reassure myself or another without finish-

ing Jeremiah's statement. My heart has the right motives when attaching this verse to an uncertain moment or 

circumstance to provide comfort. But I find Jeremiah's words that follow convicting..."then you will call on me 

and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you when you seek me 

with all your heart. I will be found by you and will bring you back from captivity." The only way to have peace 

in the exiles of life and to watch His plan unfold for us is to seek him in the midst. We must grow ourselves 

and look for the good in our circumstances as stated in Jeremiah 29:7. He knows the plans for our prosperous 

future but wants us to call on Him, to seek Him with all of our hearts, and to find Him. Grow and prosper while 

in exile.  

 

 

 "Take courage my heart, stay steadfast my soul, hold on to your hope as your triumph unfolds, He's never  

failing...He's in the waiting."  (lyrics by Kristene DiMarco- Take Courage) 
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Hillary Folsom 

August 23  

Jeremiah 32-33 

 

 

 

 

18 You show love to thousands but bring the punishment for the parents’ sins into the laps of their children  

after them.  

 

Children are a sponge. They learn from seeing, from hearing and from doing. What example are you setting for 

your children? The Lord doesn’t punish us, but by not obeying Him, we open up tiny cracks and crevices for 

the evil of the world to get in. When we treat people unfairly, when we put other activities above family and 

church, the tiny cracks appear. What is your legacy? 

 

Will your children suffer for your sins, by learning from a poor example? Or will you show them the love of 

the Lord and your commitment to Him in everything? 
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Teresa Vice 

August 24 

Jeremiah 34-36 

 

 

 

 

Jeremiah 35: 1-2 - “This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord during the reign of Jehoiakim son of 

Josiah king of Judah: “Go to the Rekabite family and invite them to come to one of the side rooms of the house 

of the Lord and give them wine to drink.” Jeremiah 35: 5-6 – “Then I set bowls full of wine and some cups be-

fore the Rechabites’ and said to them, “Drink some wine.”  But they replied, “We do not drink wine, because 

our forefather Jehonadab son of Rekab gave us this command: ‘Neither you nor your descendants must ever 

drink wine. 

 

Have you ever entered into a commitment, a covenant or contract with someone to find out that they had not 

considered it important enough to stand behind their word?  How often do we find ourselves in this same situa-

tion, that we don’t have enough conviction or commitment to do what we are supposed to?  It is time that we 

take God’s commands serious.  Let’s look at the example that was set before us from the Rekabites and stand 

up for whatever God has called us to do, no matter what others may say, think, or do. 

 

Thought for the day: Do not allow an ungodly influence lead you into sin, for a Christian is to be controlled by 

the Holy Spirit. 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

August 25 

Jeremiah 37- 40 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever felt like you’ve been stuck in the mud in life? Jeremiah did, literally, he was lowered into a well 

and sank into the mud at the bottom for speaking the truth of God’s word. Sometimes, following Christ isn’t 

always easy. The Christian life frequently requires us to go counter cultural, often making us less reputable in 

the eyes of the world. The world will tell us that we are “not seeking the welfare” of the people, “but their 

harm.” (Jeremiah 38:4) They claim we are intolerant and hating, yet we speak the truth. The world is always 

focused on its physical “welfare” but seems to always neglect its spiritual “warfare.” If Judah would have trust-

ed in the word of God through Jeremiah, many would have saved their lives. You know, sometimes it’s just 

easier to see when looking up from a well than looking down into one. Eventually, King Zedekiah would be 

the one to feel the restraints of the mud while Jeremiah was set free. Jeremiah was freed from the darkness of 

the cistern, but King Zedekiah lost his sight, spiritually and physically. Always be diligent to walk faithfully 

and obediently to the Lord, waiting upon Him! Sometimes, God uses our muddy moments to show us things 

we wouldn’t have seen any other way. 
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Mark West 

August 26 

Jeremiah 41-44 

 

 

 

 

 

God sent Jeremiah to the people to deliver a warning that they should not leave Judah to go to Egypt. He 

warned them to stop burning incense and worshipping other gods. He warned of curses and horror that would 

await the people if they refused to heed His warnings. Jeremiah warned of certain death for going astray. The 

people refused to believe that Jeremiah was delivering a message from the Lord. The people were so self-

centered and arrogant! They questioned if Jeremiah was truly hearing from the Lord because they did not like 

the message he was delivering.  

 

When we examine our own lives, how many warnings do we need before we begin to trust and believe what 

God is telling us through his messengers? I know that in my own life, I will often hear a sermon on a certain 

topic, and the next week I will find myself in a situation that was specifically warned about in the message. 

Have you ever asked someone for advice and not liked what they had to say? You ask for advice, yet do exact-

ly what you want to do. This often results in pain, hurt and regret.  Many times, to avoid an internal conflict, 

we seek counsel from people that we know will tell us exactly what we want to hear. It is so important to seek 

advice from individuals who will speak truth to you even if it is uncomfortable. The choice becomes- A) Do I 

listen to Godly counsel, or B) do I pursue my own desires and wants? When we listen to wise, Godly counsel 

we will find life and peace. When we refuse to listen and heed warnings we are destined for heartache.  

 

May we learn from the examples in the scripture today to acknowledge our arrogance and self-centered tenden-

cies and to actively listen and heed the warnings God gives us through His messengers.  

 

Pray and ask God to make you aware of warning signs he places in your path.  

Pray for your pastor as he delivers the word of God to you each week. 

Pray for your Bible Study teachers as they prepare to teach and disciple. 

Pray that you will be aware of the warnings and run from your own self desires. 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

August 27 

Jeremiah 45-48 

 

 

 

 

The most dangerous place to be “out” of God’s will is in the “way” of God’s will.  That is exactly the place 

that the nation of Egypt had found themselves.  God was using the Nation of Babylon to punish the Jewish Na-

tion and Egypt form an alliance with Israel to stop them.   

 

The problem was although Babylon was a formidable foe, the driving force was the power and plan of Al-

mighty God.  Jeremiah 46:3-12 gives graphic description of Egypt’s shameful defeat.  

 

The lesson for us here is to never oppose the will of God.  As a pastor I have seen it in rebellious leadership, in 

property acquisition and many other things as well.  No one, absolutely no one wins against God.  That’s why I 

want to be in his perfect will and never in His omnipotent way as He carries out His plans for personal lives, 

families and churches.  
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Rodney Gardner 

August 28 

Jeremiah 49-50 

 

 

 

 

Jeremiah 50:2, 58: 38b 

As the book of Jeremiah ends, the Lord pronounces judgement on nine nations. Each had in various ways con-

tributed to the downfall of the Israelites and all were idolatrous. So as the Lord was bringing judgement on the 

remainder of His people living in Judah, He still had a few things to settle with His people’s enemies.  

 

 

One of the main reasons the Lord pronounced judgement on the Babylonians was because they had so many 

“carved images” of their gods that they were said to be “insane with their idols.” Idolatry is still a problem to-

day. The culture Jeremiah lived in was based on idolatry. His own nation, Judah, was given over to idols dur-

ing the reign of Manasseh and Amon. Judah had as many gods as it had cities (Jer. 2:28).  

 

 

Our tendency may be to think of an idol as merely an object crafted from wood or metal, but that would be a 

superficial understanding. An idol is anything that is sacred to a person, in that it defines self-worth, becomes 

the controlling center of life, and/or takes priority over all other loyalties. What are some idols that people wor-

ship today? Works and possessions would certainly have to qualify. What would be an idol for you? What do 

you hold sacred and is the last thing you would ever let go? What are you allowing to take God’s place? Listen 

or read aloud the lyrics to “Clear the Stage” by Jimmy Needham and allow God to speak to you so that no idol 

can take the place of knowing the One True God.  
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

August 29 

Jeremiah 51-52 

 

 

 

 

Babylon has fallen!  The massive army, the brutal force that destroyed Jerusalem and carried off captives. So 

many Israelites are now on the receiving end of God’s Judgement.  Chapter 51 uses very descriptive language 

describing an exhausted, terrified Army.  The gates of that great city were broke and the city was in flames, 

which years earlier had been the very heart of Jerusalem itself. 

 

Someone once wrote “defeat doesn’t finish a man, quitting does.”  Jeremiah sometimes wanted to quit but he 

never did.  Jeremiah 20:9 shows us that he was almost at that point when he said: “God’s word was in his heart 

and was like a burning fire shut up in his bones.”  

 

We too are often like the weeping prophet, with flooding tears and difficult days, but we must remember in the 

end, we win.  God had not forgotten Israel and I assure you, child of God, this day, He has not forgotten you 

either.  My pastor, Dr. Jim Knight always said to me, “stay with the stuff.”  That’s a good word for us all! 
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

August 30                                                               

 Lamentations 1-2                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever found yourself in a world of trouble and asked, “How in the world did I end up here?” It is 

amazing how quickly sin can take a peaceful life and turn it to chaos. The enemy wants to take our joy, so he 

tempts us with the things that will rob it from us. But remember that Jesus wants to give us the abundant life 

and He will if we will just confess and repent. No matter how far you have fallen, you are only once choice 

from a new tomorrow. Choose to turn to Christ and let Him lovingly restore you today. 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

August 31           

Lamentations 3-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have to pay for our drinking water, our wood comes to us at a price. Lamentations 5:4 NASB 

 

 

As Americans, we live in the greatest country in the world.  Sometimes we tend to forget how blessed we are 

to have clean drinking water each day.  While it’s true that we pay for the water that we enjoy in our homes 

and businesses, we can drink freely from a fountain in almost any public building without someone attempting 

to make us pay for the privilege.  While in Uganda, I saw a public water source being watched by an armed 

guard to make sure that only those who paid for the privilege filled their container.  Sadly, the water that was 

being sold was being pumped straight from a polluted source and was really unfit to drink.   

 

 

Israel now faced having to pay for the things that once came as a benefit of living in the Promised Land.  The 

nation had sinned against their God and what was once taken for granted, now became costly.  Let’s remember 

that the privileges we enjoy each day are not guaranteed and may even be conditional according to the spiritual 

behavior of our nation.  The next time we drink from a water fountain, let’s be sure to thank the Lord for the 

privilege, and to pray that our nation will acknowledge God as the provider of our freedom and liberty. 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

September 1 

Ezekiel 1–4 

 

 

 

 

In the opening chapters of Ezekiel, we get to see the commissioning of Ezekiel by God as the accuser and 

watchman of Israel. As amazing as this whole dramatic vision is, something is seriously wrong with this pic-

ture. Why is the Glory of the Lord in Babylon and not over the ark of the covenant in Jerusalem? Eventually, 

you’ll get the full picture of the abominations being exercised by Israel in Ch. 8, but the main thing was that 

Israel had fallen to the worship of Idols and had rebelled against God, resulting in their captivity and exile. 

This was predicted by Moses back in Deuteronomy 30 and had come to fruition during Ezekiel’s time. How 

saddening it must have been for Ezekiel to live in such a time in which God’s presence would abandon His 

people. What’s even sadder is to see a nation of people hardening their hearts towards one that would seek to 

save them. But, what about the person who knows the Word of God and professes Him outwardly yet inward-

ly, has turned to idolatry? Is there any difference? Ask yourself, “are there any idols in your life?” A job? Mon-

ey? Entertainment? Hobbies? Make sure you are being a temple in which the Glory of the Lord can be found! 
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Danielle Thomas 

September 2                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Ezekiel 5-9 

 

 

 

 

In Ezekiel 5:11, The Lord said, “Therefore as surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, because you have 

defiled my sanctuary with all your vile images and detestable practices, I myself will withdraw my favor, I will 

not look on you with pity or spare you.” 

 

The Lord had sent prophets and urged His people to turn back to Him time and time again. The Israelites had 

went their own ways. They chose the world over their faithful God. The Lord was very patient and gave the 

children of Israel chance after chance to repent. They chose not to, so He withdrew His hand from them. The 

Lord broke fellowship with the Israelites and killed many of them. 

 

The same thing is true for us. We can turn from God and be disobedient only so many times before He takes 

away His loving hand from our lives. The Lord never stops loving His children, but we can hinder fellowship 

with Him. That is an awful state to be in, because then we are also not being used by the Lord.  Seek the Lord 

in all you do. Follow God’s plan! 

 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Preschool                       

Director 



251 

 

Middle School                      

Pastor 

Greg Ragsdale                                                                                                                                                                                   

September 3                                                                                                                                                                           

Ezekiel 10-13 

 

 

CLEAN HEART 

 

I grew up singing a song that said, “Change my heart, Oh God, make it ever true; Change my heart, oh God, I 

want be like you.” The Bible teaches us to “Protect your heart because everything flows from it.” So if our 

heart is not controlled by God then sin will have control of us.  

 

That’s the vision God gave Ezekiel. God revealed that the sins of the people and idols that had taken the place 

of the one true God were a result of a stubborn heart. The message was, unless there was a change of heart then 

no one would escape God’s wrath. Chapter 11:19-20 reveals God’s willingness to give them a new heart and 

new direction if they are willing. Verse 20 indicates the wrath that comes if they still want vile things. 

 

Our hearts can easily get distracted. Pray today for a single-minded heart. A heart that focuses on God getting 

the glory. When we get the glory then, God removes himself from the picture. Pray today for God to create in 

you a clean heart. 

 

 Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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Children’s                    

Administrator 

Jennifer Harmon 

September 4 

Ezekiel 14-16 

 

 

 

 

 

An idol is an object of worship a person or thing that is greatly admired, loved and focused upon. Chapter 14 

of Ezekiel makes me think of the song “Clear the Stage” by Jimmy Needham,  

Anything I put before my God is an idol, Anything I want with all my heart is an idol, Anything I can’t stop 

thinking of is an idol, Anything that I give all my love, is an idol.  

Do you have any idols of the heart? What are your motivations for doing what you do? What fills your 

thoughts each day? Who are you seeking to please? What do you want so badly that you are willing to sin to 

get it or to keep it? Ask God to show you idols in your life and spend some time examining your relationship 

with Jesus and clear the stage for the only one who is worth your admiration, love and focus. He is worthy and 

deserves it.  
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Derek McFarland 

September 5 

Ezekiel 17-19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Ezekiel 18, we find some of the teachings of Ezekiel. No one likes to accept the blame for something. That 

is one of the hallmarks of the fallen nature of man. Sin makes people self serving. By nature, people are defen-

sive against any blame thrown their way. Blame infers guilt and guilt means imperfection and people do not 

like the idea they are imperfect. Ezekiel was careful to stress the themes of sin, judgment, and restoration not 

only for the nation, but the individual as well. As he spoke against the sins of the people, the people naturally 

tried to shift the blame off themselves, either to their parents or ancestors. This is so true when it comes to us 

as well. Generational curses and parents’ mistakes eat up the excuses for why people sin. Yet, God invites all 

people to accept responsibility and repent from their sin. This is not a shameful process. While it can be hard 

sometimes, God will not turn away your asking of forgiveness. God is not here to shame his children but to 

show love, grace, and compassion to all who seek it. Let that comfort you today. As a fallen child of God, 

knowing we can cast all our fears and burdens on Him, not out of shame but in full peace knowing he is quick 

to forgive.  
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Tracy Wills 

September 6 

Ezekiel 20-21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ezekiel is discussing Israel's history of forgetting God, turning their backs on Him, and not listening to what 

He had to say. Scripture tells us that this sin problem began in the Garden of Eden, the most beautiful of all 

lands, flowing with milk and honey. There we see the first family forget, turn their backs on the Lord, and lis-

ten to false teachings. Sin is a disease that has been passed down from generation to generation. This pattern of 

forgetting, turning away, and not listening happens again and again throughout history.  

 

As a children's teacher, I love the parables and illustrations used in scriptures. These two parables had been 

used to try and gain the attention of the sinful people. At this point, they basically resisted Ezekiel's words by 

arrogantly suggesting that the parables were just riddles. In chapter 21, God decides to use a little "straight 

talk" as he tells Hezekiah to preach- "this is what the Lord says, I am against you." No illustration or parable 

was needed to get that point across. We too have a sinful nature that has been passed down. We often forget, 

turn away, and do not listen to God. The way to avoid such sin is to understand it at the root of the problem. 

ALL sin emerges from simply forgetting God and who He is. Let us we remember God in all our actions. For-

getting Him is the foundational sin that leads to all the others in our lives. Let us retain God in our knowledge. 

(see Romans 1:28) 
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Hillary Folsom 

September 7  

Ezekiel 22-24 

 

 

 

 

 

30 “I looked for someone among them who would build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of 

the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found no one.” 

 

How often is God calling us to stand in the gap? Whether it be to stand up and proclaim our love for Him, to 

hold one another accountable or to repent for a sin we (or others) have committed, He calls us to Him.  He calls 

us to tell everyone of the love we have in our hearts and what it means to be saved. He calls us to hold our 

friends and neighbors accountable in this fallen world. He calls us to repent for our sins and to pray and repent 

for the sins of others. 

 

None of these things are easy, or popular, in the world we live in today. Can you stand in the gap? Have you 

truly thought about what that means? Will you present the gospel to someone today? Will you repent for a sin 

you’ve committed? Will you show grace to someone who has wronged you many times? Will you intercede in 

prayer for someone who needs you? Every day presents a new opportunity. What opportunity will today hold 

for you? 
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Teresa Vice 

September 8 

Ezekiel 25-28 

 

 

 

 

Ezekiel 28 tells us that there is a battle of war waging.  Today, at any moment our Nation could be in the mid-

dle of war with numerous countries for numerous reasons.  Sometimes I believe we fail to see the spiritual war-

fare that is being played out in our everyday lives.  Satan is not only attacking our Nations by creating division 

and destruction on every hand, but he is also attacking our families, our homes, and our churches. 

 

Verse 17 tells us that Satan allowed pride in his heart and that was the beginning of his fall.  Sin was not an 

inherent part of the being God created, but later formed from within him because of his pride. These scriptures 

teach us that pride is a very sneaky thing because it has the ability to infiltrate the heart.  Before you realize it, 

you may be making decisions and choices on your own instead of seeking God’s guidance.  This implies that 

God does not know what is best for us.  Pride will allow us to become self-sufficient and then we try to justify 

our (sins) actions that are not pleasing to God. Pride will try and tell us to “look at what I did, look at me” and 

totally forget from where our strength and help come from to accomplish anything. 

 

Verse for the day: “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” Psalm 46:1 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Secretary 



257 

Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

September 9 

Ezekiel 29–32 

 

 

 

 

 

Judgement, Judgement, and more Judgement. It seems to be on every page and every verse in our daily reading 

right now.  However, God’s word is never wasteful in its communication to the reader.  The wicked will be 

judged accordingly and even God’s own children will be chastened when He deems necessary.  

 

That’s the two categories that we find here, the wicked in Egypt and the chastened children are the Israelites. 

Now, the eminent fall of Jerusalem and the beginning of the Seventy-year captivity.  

 

Two different nations, two different reasons and one agent of God’s wrath to do both was Babylon!  I wish 

America would read these pages, I wish our leaders were having these same quiet times and I assure you that 

they are not!  However, you and I obviously are shown while they may not be learning from these verses. Let’s 

make sure we are learning to walk in humble obedience and blessing rather than sinful disobedience and judge-

ment.  
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Mark West 

September 10  

Ezekiel 33-36          

 

 

 

 

God speaks to Ezekiel and commands him to speak to the people in Jerusalem. Ezekiel received further in-

structions from God on what to tell the people. He let them know that as a prophet he was now a watchman. He 

realized he was accountable for the message from God he was about to deliver. God tells Ezekiel in verse 7 

that he would now be a watchman over the people, and that the word he was going to receive from God must 

be given to the people. He tells Ezekiel that if he did not give them the word to dissuade them from their wick-

ed ways the people would surely die, and he reveals that Ezekiel would be held accountable for their blood. 

Ezekiel was then told that if he told them to turn from their wicked ways and they chose not to repent, then the 

people would die for their sins and Ezekiel would be saved. 

 

 We are given warnings constantly. Be careful where you go, what you eat, what you are putting into your 

minds, what friends you have. We are also told to be mindful of our actions. We are given most of these warn-

ings in concern from others, but do we heed those warnings. I know that in my life, I didn’t always hear the 

warnings given to me because my own mind and desires spoke louder than the great advice I was receiving. 

There are people that God puts in our lives to help guide us see clearly when our judgements are clouded. We 

see this same model here. God has given us clear warnings in life to follow Him and trust in His plans, but we 

don’t always listen. Have you ever had that moment of weakness where you knew that what you were about to 

do was sinful, yet you chose to fulfill your own sinful desires?  

 

In verse 11, God tells Ezekiel to tell the people that God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but in-

stead He would rather they turn from their evil ways. God has had so much mercy on me. There have been 

times when He should have taken me out, yet He let me live. There have been times when I was dealing with 

some sin, yet He was patient with me. God has had every reason to condemn me to death but He let me make 

mistakes that would make me a stronger Christian. He gives us so many chances that we never thank Him for. 

So today, listen to your watchmen, which are teachers and preachers, and turn from any sin that you have go-

ing on in your life. Remember, God loves you unconditionally and has had great mercy on you. 

Pray that God gives you ears to hear. 

Pray to seek godly council. 

Pray that He will reveal sin that you need to remove. 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

September 11           

Ezekiel 37-39 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant with them. Ezekiel 37:26a NASB 

 

 

September 11, 2001 will always serve as a reminder that we live in perilous times.  Each day the news brings 

reports of war, strife, hunger and division around the world.  Ezekiel chapters 37-39 remind us that one day our 

God will bring the problems noted above to an abrupt end and will replace them with peace.   Jesus Christ, the 

Prince of Peace, will reign over the nations during the Millennial Kingdom.  The Millennial Reign will give 

way to an Everlasting Kingdom where sin will be no more.  As we watch the news this evening, let’s be sure to 

remember that soon, and very soon, our God will initiate the final phase of prophesy by returning for His 

church.  What a day that will be! 
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Rodney Gardner 

September 12  

Ezekiel 40-42  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Ezekiel 40-46, we see detailed plans for a new temple complex and worship rituals in Jerusalem. Whether 

this prophecy is an exact blueprint of a physical temple during the future millennial (thousand years) or a vi-

sion that stresses the purity and spiritual vitality of the ideal place of worship and if those who will worship 

there, I’m unsure. Either way, the design expresses the truth found in the name of the new city where the tem-

ple is located: “The Lord is there” (48:5). 

 

Times of great loss or suffering can provide a valuable opportunity for reflection and self-examination. As a 

hospice care social worker, I often get to facilitate grief support through reminiscing therapy. This exercise of-

ten brings back memories that give insight into the meaning of a person’s life that has passed. Ezekiel’s vision 

of the new temple appears to have been intended as a reminder of Solomon’s temple, which had been the cen-

ter of Judah’s spiritual life. For centuries that temple had stood as a powerful symbol of God’s abiding pres-

ence- now it is gone. Yet God did not leave His people without hope. He described these places in the most 

descriptive detail (Ezk. 40-42). Perhaps these elaborate details would help the people rehearse their failure and 

to recognize how much they need God’s help.  

 

In our darkest moments and times of great loss or fear, God would have us reminisce, pursue insight and self-

examination.  
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

September 13 

Ezekiel 43–45 

 

 

 

 

Ezekiel had the privilege of beholding a vision of God’s Glory, returning to the temple and not only that, but 

God’s Glory shining from all the Earth itself! It is a picture of restoration, of hope, and promise, something that 

Israel desperately needed. As I pointed out in my last devotion, there is a serious problem when the Glory of 

the Lord is pictured leaving the temple. As well, there is a serious problem when the Glory of God leaves from 

a family, community, or local Church because of sin. When His presence is gone, there is no life! God intends 

for us to dwell in His Glory forever, enjoying His radiance and life, everlasting! It’s the hope of Heaven! God 

desires that His Presence dwell within us today, as well, and that we should reflect His Glory to the world! We 

are to be a restored and redeemed people standing in the grace of God, overwhelmed by His Presence, just like 

Ezekiel. Does God’s Glory reside in your family and life? If not, it can. Hebrews 1:3 says that “The Son is the 

radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being…” For the lost, Jesus, “the radiance God’s 

Glory,” can live in your heart today through faith and repentance and bring life everlasting! For those in des-

pair, we can cry out as David did and say, “Restore to me the joy of your salvation” (Psalm 51:12) and let me 

“dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in 

his temple.” (Psalm 27:4) 
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

September 14                                                         

Ezekiel 46-48                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

Ezekiel 40-48 describes what it is going to be like when Jerusalem is reestablished during the millennial reign 

of Christ. Chapter 47:22 shows that there will be children born during this incredible time but even in the ideal 

conditions not ever one will believe on Christ for salvation. As soon as Satan is loosed many people will fol-

low Him and be doomed for all eternity. Mankind is blinded by the god of this age and no matter how God 

blesses them, many continue to ignore Him. Let’s take the message of Jesus Christ to the world so that the peo-

ple’s eyes may be opened, and they receive Jesus as Lord and Savior. 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

September 15          

Daniel 1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the king’s choice food or with the wine 

which he drank; so he sought permission from the commander of the officials that he might not defile himself. 

Daniel 1:8 NASB 

 

Daniel and his young Hebrew friends found themselves in Babylon because of the exile.  Babylon serves as a 

picture of the world.  The Babylonians intended to indoctrinate these new residents by changing their names, 

clothing, language, and diet.  Daniel knew better than to eat or drink anything that would have been prohibited 

by the Law of Moses.  This was no easy choice- to refuse the king’s table could result in death.  Daniel stood 

his ground. 

 

The world we live in today uses the same indoctrination techniques by dictating how we should act, dress, 

think, speak, and eat.  The world’s diet of sin and rebellion will never provide what our bodies need for spiritu-

al growth.  We must stand our ground and reject anything that does not bring glory to God (I Corinthians 

10:31).  If we desire so, it is possible to be in the world without the world being in us! 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

September 16 

Daniel 4-6 

 

 

 

 

 

God is in control! When we make supplication, we pray as if God can grant, if He so desires, whatever it is we 

are praying for. When we ask for protection, we ask that God protect, knowing that He can. When we are in 

need, we ask that God provide, knowing that He can. When we are in doubt, we ask for clarity, knowing that 

God can provide it. God is at work, constantly, holding the very fabric of space, time, and matter together 

throughout the universe, all the while maintaining the continual contracting and expanding of our lungs. I re-

peat, God is in control! There is nothing that catches Him by surprise! Daniel 4 – 6 shows us that there is no 

power, ruler, country, or authority on earth or in existence that can stay the hand of God or thwart his will. God 

will be glorified as the one true God! Whether it is by deposing kings of their thrones, shutting the mouths of 

lions, or overthrowing nations, God will get the glory!  

 

 

God desires that we desire Him and recognize that He is the ultimate good and priceless treasure to be ob-

tained. He gets the glory and we get the gracious over flowing joy made possible through Christ! Remember, 

when life seems out of control and things are chaotic, take rest in the fact that “all things work together for 

good to them that love God…” (Rom. 8:28). The only thing that God will not control is your love. Love by 

definition is reciprocated volitionally and just like King Nebuchadnezzar, God is gracious in waiting for us. If 

you haven’t already, lift up your eyes and may your understanding take hold (Dn. 4:34), God is in control!   
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Danielle Thomas 

September 17 

Daniel 7-9 

 

 

 

 

 

Time and time again, the Lord sends prophets to remind and persuade His people to return to Him. Daniel is 

given the vision of End Times. The same account is given in Revelation. In Daniel 9:9, it says, “The Lord our 

God is merciful and forgiving even though we have rebelled against Him.” 

 

We do the same thing today. We try our own ways and have a temporary mindset, if we aren’t careful. I am in 

awe of how patient the Lord is, but there will be a judgement and punishment for our sins.  Jesus dying on the 

cross paid the penalty for our sins, yet an account will be given. Those that go their own way are headed for 

destruction. Repent and turn to Jesus. Only He can lead you on the right path. Jesus is merciful and forgives, so 

be grateful for the grace of Jesus. 
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Greg Ragsdale                                                                                                                                                                                   

September 18                                                                                                                                                                                    

Daniel 10-12 

 

 

DON’T BE AFRAID 

 

Fear cripples so many people. Fear keeps people from accomplishing so much, but when we study the scripture 

we see God never intended to let fear cripple us. If there was ever a reason to be afraid you would think the 

circumstances of captivity would be one of them. The people of Judah experienced some very discouraging 

times and God used Daniel to teach us we can trust God.  

 

The last part of Daniel was a message of encouragement to “don’t be afraid” because God was already at work. 

It doesn’t mean Daniel didn’t tremble with fear at times, but in the end Daniel knew where his faith lied, and 

God knew David’s heart. Chapter 10:12 God says to Daniel, “since the first day you started praying I was lis-

tening.” God saw Daniel’s humility and heard his cry.  

 

Daniel teaches us so much, but this lesson is one to write in your hearts. If you want God to hear your prayers 

then humility is the key to the heart of God. Humility gives God the glory instead of you. If you’re praying just 

because you need God to do something for you then it’s all about you. Chapter 11:32 says, “The people who 

know their God will be strong.” If there is one thing we know about God, it is that He “resists the proud and 

gives grace to the humble.” I have a new song I love right now by Zach Williams, “Fear is a Liar”.  Look up 

the song today and think about these words, “Fear, he is a liar, He will take your breath, stop you in your steps; 

Fear, he is a liar, He will rob your rest steal your happiness, cast your fear in the fire, Cause, fear, he is a liar.”  

 

 Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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Jennifer Harmon 

September 19  

Hosea 1-6 

 

 

 

 

Focal Passage: Hosea 6:1-3 

 

To revive means to restore life or consciousness and to give new strength or energy to something. Have you 

ever experienced times in your life where you felt almost dead, either from spiritual, physical, mental or emo-

tional exhaustion? God has never intended for His followers to run themselves ragged and to the point of with-

ering away. This does not bring honor and glory to Him. He intends for us to be revived continuously. Revival 

is not a scheduled event on a church calendar. Don’t get me wrong, God can move in the hearts of His people 

during a scheduled revival week but He is certainly not held to that whatsoever.  God desires to revive us, re-

store us. Think about it…do you have a quiet time, alone with God just to check it off your to do list or will 

you take the time to really dive in and learn to grow in an area of your life? Do you only attend church and not 

get too involved? Do you hear God speak to you anymore? Revival of our hearts does not just happen at 

church, being revived happens in time alone with God. Pray and ask God to show you where you may be 

standing still, ask for a renewed and right spirit within you.  
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Derek McFarland 

September 20  

Hosea 7-14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture records the unique relationship that God established between himself and Israel. Referred to as God’s 

child or son, God deeply loved the people of Israel and gifted them with special rights, privileges, promises, 

and an inheritance far greater than imaginable. Grasping the foundational bond helps the reader to understand 

the great heartbreak God felt when Israel rejected his affection and chose to go their own way. It also points to 

the steadfast character of God as a loving Father to His people. This is so true in our relationship with God. 

Imagine the heartbreak of a father when their own flesh, that made in the image of his likeness, hears that his 

child has decided to adventure in life without the Father’s love or guidance. We see this story played out in the 

story of the Prodigal Son. This perfectly represents our relationship with God. We have wandered, yet God’s 

steadfastness and great love for us welcomes us back into his arms and we’re thrown a great party for our com-

ing back home. Jesus came as the true and perfect child and that is such good news for those who believe in 

Him.  
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Tracy Wills 

September 21 

Joel 1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joel was a prophet sent to the people living in Judah. They were sinning against God and the consequence of 

their sin came in an unprecedented form(palmerworm, locust, cankerworm, and caterpillar). This fury of nature 

was sent to destroy all the crops. God also sent a drought, making the land so dry that fires burned up the pas-

tures the animals used for water and grazing. Then we see the Lord call out to the people in chapter 2:12. 

"Even now, return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning. Rend your hearts and not 

your garments, return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abound-

ing in love, and he relents from sending calamity." 

 

 

 Joel tells the people to mourn for their sinful ways.  He tells them to put on sackcloth, fast, and cry out to the 

Lord. There was still time for genuine repentance and hope that God would change His mind. Joel tells them 

that a day is coming when things will be much worse than the present. He ends these warnings with God’s 

promises to restore the land and to keep safe those that turned and believed in Him. The word for repentance in 

the New Testament means 'to turn around". If we repent and turn from our sin, God turns away from His wrath. 

He calls us to return to Him and repent of our sins. He promises blessings and to restore what we have lost. 

The book of Joel is a beautiful reminder to us of God's forgiveness if we simply return to Him with a repentant 

heart.  
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Hillary Folsom 

September 22   

Amos 1-5 

 

 

 

 

 

Amos shares a warning, well before anything came to pass. How frustrating for him to be trying to warn every-

one of what was to come, only to be ignored.  How frustrating to God, as we sometimes ignore His word. But 

through his frustrations, there is still patience and grace.  

 

Think of a time when you clearly had a warning, yet you ignored it. Didn’t see the signs that were clearly visi-

ble? Was it a stubborn heart, was it a wanting for the situation to be different? Whatever the reason, it’s im-

portant to learn from those mistakes. Heed the warning and know when God puts those stumbling blocks in 

front of you, there is a reason! 
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Teresa Vice 

September 23 

Amos 6-9, Obadiah 1 

 

 

 

 

Amos 8:11-12 says: "The days are coming," declares the Sovereign LORD, "when I will send a famine through 

the land- not a famine of food or a thirst for water, but a famine of hearing the words of the LORD. 12People 

will stagger from sea to sea and wander from north to east, searching for the word of the LORD, but they will 

not find it. 

 

God’s Word is a precious gift… I have often referred to it as “my Love Letter from God”, yet there have been 

so many times that I have failed to appreciate the importance of His Word.  You see, we are blessed in the U.S. 

with the freedom to not only own “one” Bible, but numerous Bibles.  We are blessed to be able to take it with 

us wherever we go, post about it on social media, read it in our homes and on our jobs, and come to God’s 

house to learn the truths about His Word. 

 

As I read this passage it took my mind back to each trip I have been blessed to make to Africa.  I have seen 

people come in droves just to hear what you have to say, watched as they have made decisions to accept Christ 

as their Lord, and seen the real thirst and desire for God’s Word through their actions.  Hundreds of these new 

believers will stand and wait for however long it takes to get a copy of the “Bibleway” material.  They will 

complete the book in the same day just to be able to get the second book as soon as they can, and they will beg 

you to go share the Word with their families. That thirst is so great that they will allow you to start a house 

church at the place they call home. 

 

Thought for the day:  May I never forget the blessing of Your Word and the blessings of a Church home where 

The Word is preached. 
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Mark West 

September 24 

Jonah 1-4 

 

 

 

 

God called the prophet Jonah to travel to the city of Nineveh and speak out against it. Nineveh was an Assyrian 

city that was known for its cruelty and had long threatened Israel. The Israelites had reasons to hate and fear 

Nineveh. The last thing Jonah wanted was for these people to experience the mercy and compassion of the God 

of Israel. But, God loved Nineveh and wanted to save the city, and not destroy it. Jonah however, rejected the 

Lord’s call and tried to travel as far as he possibly could in the opposite direction of Nineveh. After three days 

and three nights in the belly of a large fish, Jonah repented and went to Nineveh. He delivered a prophetic mes-

sage against the city, just as the Lord had commanded. Much to Jonah’s surprise, the people repented and God 

relented from his plan to destroy them. Jonah learned that God will show mercy to all who will turn their hearts 

to him. 

 

Jonah was faced with a problem that many of us are faced with today: Love for our enemies. Jesus commands 

us to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute you. On the pages of scripture, it is easy to look at Jo-

nah and cast judgement on his refusal to follow God’s command. As we look inward at ourselves, though, we 

must question our own level of obedience. While we all speak of the command to love others, we often assign 

our own presumptions of who the “others” include. Are we commanded to love murderers, thieves, members 

of ISIS? How about people of different religions, different political parties, different sports teams? Or how 

about the people who have treated you unfairly or lied to and about you? We often say we love others but put 

our own conditions of who we really should love.  

 

How many of us have lost family members that desperately need to hear about the love of Jesus? How often do 

we do exactly what Jonah did and run from our assignment to tell them the good news of Jesus simply because 

it makes us uncomfortable or we assume what their response will be?  

God has given us an assignment to share his love and the good news of Jesus with everyone! And yes, that in-

cludes people you are uncomfortable around or who you simply have a hard time liking.  

 

What assignment does God have for you that you have been running from?  

Who do you need to show and tell about the love, mercy, and forgiveness that can only come from a relation-

ship with Christ?  
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

September 25                                                               

 Micah 1-7  

 

 

 

 

 

Verses 2-4 of Micah five give us a good picture of Christ. From His eternity past until His rule on earth. Jesus 

was the future hope of Israel and still is in that He will restore them and their land. No matter how bad it gets 

in Israel they have hope because one day the Messiah will return, and many Jews will believe upon Him. In our 

lives, as well we have hope in Jesus Christ. No matter how bad it gets we can trust that He is with us and that 

someday we will be with Him. 
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Rodney Gardner 

September 26 

Nahum 1-3, Habakkuk 1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O Lord, how long shall I cry, and you will not hear? Even cry out to you, “Violence!” And you will not save. 

Habakkuk 1:2  

 

Some people believe that human beings should never question the ways of God. But Habakkuk counters that 

idea. Habakkuk was not unlike many people today who are troubled by the world around them. They, too, 

sometimes wonder: Where is God? Why doesn’t He do something about all the pain and suffering, the injustice 

and oppression, the wars and diseases that destroy humanity?  

 

While God may not explain everything to our satisfaction, nor are we capable of understanding everything He 

has told us, He assures us, just as He assured Habakkuk, that His ways are just and righteous, and furthermore, 

“the just shall live by faith” Hab.2:4 In the end, the ultimate answer to our questions is to trust God. 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

September 27 

Zephaniah 1-3, Haggai 1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

Zephaniah is a preacher after my own heart.  He was the great-great grandson of one of Judah’s greatest Kings, 

Hezekiah.  He had the privilege of preaching during the reign of a godly King, Josiah, a time of spiritual re-

newal and great revival, “but stop right there!”   

 

The Book of Zephaniah is about, “things were not as they seemed.”  The preacher knew that all of this was 

shallow and superficial.  Even after they had pulled down idols, judged false priest and prophets, did some re-

building on the temple and instituted some great worship, there was a bigger problem.  

 

They got rid of the idols in their homes, but not in their hearts.  There was still wickedness in the rulers as well 

as the city of Jerusalem. God’s faithful preacher warns that either true repentance would come or “the day of 

the Lord” in judgement.  

 

Even today, there are many that think every “movement” is real and of God.  I assure you after 29 years of be-

ing a pastor they are not.  
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

September 28                                                               

Zechariah 1-7  

 

 

 

 

 

Joshua represents the nation of Israel and in his filthy garment, Satan is accusing him (Israel) of failing God in 

their religious systems. The way they intermingled with false gods and perverted Judaism has been dishonoring 

to God. 

 

But the day is coming that through Christ, God will forgive them and wash their sins away. It is not only the 

Jewish people but all of us are sinners and filthy before God. But through Jesus Christ we can be made clean 

and have our sins forgiven as well. 

 

If you have never asked Jesus to forgive your sins and save you, you can do that right now. If you have already 

been forgiven and entered a loving relationship with Christ, then take the time to thank Him for what He has 

done in your life. 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Minister of Admin. 

& Education  



277 

Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

September 29           

Zechariah 8-14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It will come about in that day that I will make Jerusalem a heavy stone for all the peoples; all who lift it will be 

severely injured. And all the nations of the earth will be gathered against it. Zechariah 12:3 NASB 

 

 

Depending on who you ask, many would say that the world’s seat of power is found in Washington DC, Lon-

don, Moscow or maybe the Vatican in Rome.  The Bible makes it very clear that the most important city in the 

world is Jerusalem.  Through the centuries many nations have tried to hold or control it, to no avail.  The city 

of Jerusalem belongs to God’s chosen people and most importantly to God Himself.  One day all the nations 

will be drawn to Jerusalem to wage war against God, only to suffer defeat and death.  Then, those who remain 

will be drawn to Jerusalem to worship the One True God.  

 

 

When we pray for the peace of Jerusalem, we are acknowledging that the only way true peace can come to the 

city will be when the Lord Himself comes.  Knowing this should change our prayers today.  Have you prayed 

for the peace of Jerusalem lately?  To love the Lord is to love His city.  “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: may 

they prosper who love you” (Psalm 122:6).  God has a People for His city, and a Plan for His city. 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

September 30 

Malachi 1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

Israel had returned from exile, it seemed, but their hearts had not. Israel had become accustomed to worldly 

ways. Israel’s sacrifice offerings were lame, literally. The priests profaned the Lord’s name through their petty 

treatment of God’s honor, marital mayhem ran amok in divorces, and Israel had been robbing God in tithes and 

offerings. How could God honor Israel when they would not honor Him? The same could be asked of us. How 

many lives are affected by divorce? How faithful are we to give in tithes and offerings? We may not offer actu-

al blood sacrifices to the Lord, but we have time, money, and resources, that we’ll give to anything and every-

thing except God. The God that some people serve, is a god of leftovers! Don’t offer up lame living to the 

Lord, but give Him your all! Scripture says, “the day is coming, burning like a furnace, when all the arrogant 

and everyone who commits wickedness will become stubble.” (Malachi 4:1) Don’t become compromising with 

the world, but trust your heart to Jesus and let Him “clear the way” (Malachi 3:1) for you so that you may hon-

or Him as He deserves. 
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Danielle Thomas 

October 1 

Matthew 1-4 

 

 

 

Who’s Your Daddy? 

 

In Matthew 1, we see the flesh ancestors of Jesus from Abraham to Joseph. Jesus is God’s son born to Mary. 

He grows up learning his father’s work as a carpenter and being taught the Law in Galilee. Jesus went to the 

Jordan River to be baptized by John the Baptist in order to fulfill God’s plan. The moment Jesus came up out 

of the water God said, “This is my son whom I love, with him I am well pleased.” Jesus was God’s son from 

the beginning, but at that moment He committed to the cross; which is the mission He was to complete. He 

made a way for us to have reconciliation with God eternally by defeating death and living today. 

 

Now we have a choice, to accept the mission God gives us or not. We can accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior 

and follow our Heavenly Father’s plan for eternal life, or follow our flesh into eternal death.  We choose. What 

is your choice? 
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Greg Ragsdale                                                                                                                                                                                   

October 2                                                                                                                                                                                           

Matthew 5-6 

 

 

TEST OF LOVE 

 

Love is word that gets thrown around like a general welcome at a local restaurant. We use the same word to 

describe the way we feel about things, from our favorite food to the way we feel about our family. It is also one 

of the most difficult challenges to us as Christians. The challenge to “love our enemies.”  

 

Jesus taught us to, “Love our neighbor as ourselves.” That means to be just as excited when something good 

happens for your enemies as if it was happening to you. When that person who you think doesn’t deserve that 

raise, job you wanted, or even the new house gets it. We must celebrate as if it was us. I don’t know about you 

but that is a pretty convicting thought and an extremely tough challenge. Matthew 5:44 says, “Pray for those 

who persecute you.” Of course that doesn’t mean pray their brakes go out going down a hill. Pray for their 

needs the way you pray for yours. Verse 45 says, “this is the sign of God’s true children.” Christ died for the 

very ones who hated him.  

 

This is our test that God gives to show us where our heart really lies. Do I really love God? People say they 

love God like they love their food but do they really? The way we act towards others is where the truth comes 

out. How do you treat your enemies? Pray today that your love for God is real and genuine and it is evident in 

your love for others. Matthew 5-6 is about obedience to the practical teaching of Christ. It’s easy to pick a sec-

tion of these two chapters and focus on the one you know someone is not good at and criticize them. Jesus has 

something to say about that too in these chapters. 

 

 Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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Children’s                    

Administrator 

Jennifer Harmon 

October 3 

Matthew 7-9 

 

 

 

 

Focal Passage: Matthew 8:23-27 

 

 

Storms of life are inevitable and they aid us in having to remember our need for God. In this life, we will never 

have a day absent of our need for Him. We sometimes think we can do this thing on our own and that we may 

have found security in relationships, finances or our work but the truth is that nothing is for sure in this life 

apart from Jesus. Our hope and confidence being placed in anyone else other than Him is futile. Fear is real. 

Fear of the unknown and fear of the situations in our lives are not deniable and should not be ignored yet don't 

lose sight of the fact that God is in control. He did not let the disciples drown and he won’t let you. We don’t 

have to fear when placing our faith in Him.  
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Derek McFarland 

October 4  

Matthew 10-11  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew 10 is the first place that Jesus refers to the twelve disciples as “apostles.” The word apostle in the 

Greek means to send. Here Jesus gave the apostles the authority to drive out demons and heal the sick, which 

up until this point only Jesus had the power to do. It is one thing that Jesus was able to do these miracles, but 

the fact that he was able to give the same authority to his disciples only further shows his divine nature and 

power. He then gives warnings to the twelve disciples, telling them not to worry when they were arrested 

(notice the “when” and not “if” in scripture.) This however is Jesus comforting the twelve disciples. The au-

thority that Jesus gave to each disciple was enough to get them through any hardship that they might have 

faced upon their journey, and the same is true for believers today. It is going to be ok. You have the Holy Spir-

it, literally God in you, to help you in all of life's ups and downs.  
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Tracy Wills 

October 5 

Matthew 12 

 

 

 

 

There is so much in this chapter to talk about, from the Pharisees accusing the disciples of harvesting  and   

Jesus of healing on the Sabbath, to the good and bad fruit tree, to the correlation between the mouth and  heart, 

and the redefining of who are the Lord's brothers. The Pharisees are accusing the disciples of harvesting grain 

on the Sabbath. The disciples had been hungry and are gathering grain in the fields. Landowners in that day 

were made to leave enough grain for the travelers and the poor to glean on. We know that the Lord could have 

used His miraculous power to feed His followers. Instead, we see them filling their stomachs the way that the 

poor men did in that day. Those that followed Jesus were not given every earthly thing that He could have pro-

vided for them. He wanted those closest to Him to be genuine in their desire to follow Him.  

 

The later part of this chapter tells us that a tree is known by its fruit.  Good trees produce good fruit. Just as a 

good mouth is a reflection of a good heart. Verses 33-37 is a great reminder to us that the mouth speaks what 

the heart is full of.  Then we see the Lord redefine who His brothers are. Those that followed Him despite their 

hunger and the accusations of the Pharisees became as His brothers. This entire chapter challenges me to ex-

amine myself and my relationship with the Lord. Why do we follow him? Do we follow close to Him in our 

hungry/poor moments of life? When we must glean are we content in His presence? Or is our contentment only 

found when we are feasting on the goodness of His blessings? What do the fruits of our life say about us? 

What do our words say about our hearts? Which group would we have been found in - the Pharisees or the   

disciples?  
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Hillary Folsom 

October 6         

Mathew 13-14 

 

 

 

 

The Parable of the Sower – 5 “Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quick-

ly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered be-

cause they had no root.” 

 

Where are the roots? When we invite and evangelize a new believer, they are like those seeds. They need to be 

planted well, into good soil and tended often. In the beginning, the fire for the word and the excitement of 

God’s promises are new. Though sometimes this excitement fades.  Work to continuously tend to the new be-

liever, expanding their knowledge and praying for them. So often the new believer, and even an established 

believer, will waver under the slightest pressure. If our roots aren’t grounded in the biblical truths, we will 

scorch and wither. 
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Teresa Vice 

October 7 

Matthew 15-17 

 

 

 

Matthew 15:22, 28 “A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have 

mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering terribly.” 

The Canaanite woman showed great faith!  She did not allow the discouraging situation to stop her from seek-

ing Jesus even as He answered her plea for help and healing with silence.  When the disciples showed con-

tempt toward her in asking Jesus to have her sent away, and even when Jesus did not honor her request imme-

diately, she responded with reverence and respect to the Lord as she continued with her plea for healing.  She 

continued to ask, never giving up, keeping the faith and Jesus rewarded her for her steadfastness. 

28 Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith!  Your request is granted.” And her daughter was 

healed at that moment.” 

 

How often do we feel like giving up when we get discouraged?  Do we continue to honor the Lord when we do 

not get the response from Him that we are seeking?  It’s wise to honor Him as Lord and continue to humbly 

ask Him for mercy and compassion with the desires of our heart. 

 

Prayer for today:  Dear Lord Jesus, help us to remain hopeful and steadfast when the answer does not come 

immediately.  May we honor You when the answer is no and let us not become discouraged.  Help us to                

continue to humbly seek You - asking, believing, and expecting to hear: “You have great faith, your request is            

granted.”  Amen 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

October 8 

Matthew 18-20 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus certainly had His hands full with the twelve men He had chosen to change the world.  Man, these guys 

were a prideful, flesh-filled group of guys.  They just seemed to never grasp the concept of humility right up to 

the skirmish in the Upper Room prior to His washing their feet.   

 

Yet it seems post foot-washing, post Calvary, and especially post Pentecost, at least Peter, of this group, finally 

began to understand the necessity of a humble life. 

 

Someone has said even today that the selfishness and disunity of the church is _______ of the Christian faith.  

Almost weekly, I get a call from a pastor who is amid fussing, fighting, and feuding members!  What is the an-

swer?  Humility and serving others… I love this little acrostic that I’m sure you are already familiar with:  

 

J –  Jesus first 

O – Others second 

Y – Yourself last.   

 

That is how you spell JOY and that’s also how you please Jesus. 
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Mark West 

October 9  

Matthew 21-22 

 

 

 

Today’s entire reading follows multiple instances of the Pharisees and Sadducees attempting 

to trick Jesus into slipping up. Obviously, Jesus knew what they were doing and was always quick to shut 

down their attempts. One of the most memorable instances occurs in the Focus Passage: Matthew 22:34-40. In 

this instance, the Pharisees asked Jesus what the greatest commandment was. Jesus responds with a statement 

that most of us have recited since we were children. He states that the number one most important command-

ment is to “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind.” 

How do we do this, though? We constantly quote these verses, but how do we TRULY love the Lord with all 

our heart, soul, and mind? This is literally the greatest commandment. It’s probably important that we follow 

it. 

1. All your Heart – The heart contains powerful emotions, desires, and affections. Our affections direct 

our lives and the choices we make. For example, if I have a strong affection for my wife, then I will 

constantly try to please her, and her happiness will be my motivation to act certain ways. The same 

goes for our affection with God. Our goal should be to love God enough that we deliberately act in 

ways that will please Him. We can please Him through Bible reading or prayer time, but those should-

n’t be the only ways. We should constantly strive to be in one accord with God. 

 

2. All your Soul – Our lives are made up of the choices we make, which are stemmed from our souls. Our 

choices mirror what our souls are truly committed to. Even choices as simple as what we watch on TV 

or our friendship choices stem from our souls. Our soul defines who we are and what our ultimate de-

votion is to. We can truly love God with our souls if we actively choose to follow His commandments. 

Every time you make any choice, big or small, really consider if it’s God honoring. Take a moment to 

recall your latest decisions, and pray now that your future decisions will reflect a soul filled with love 

for God. 

 

3. All your Mind – Our mind is such a powerful tool. Our minds give us the ability to think, learn, imag-

ine, and dream. You’re using your mind right now to read this. We constantly take our mind for grant-

ed, but we really shouldn’t. Use your mind to grow in your faith by reading scriptures. Use your mind 

to learn ways to honor God. Use your mind to strengthen your walk with God. Learn about God’s 

word. The Bible was given to us for a reason- to learn and obey. To truly love God with our minds, we 

must make sure our mind is producing positive, Godly thoughts. Be careful what you put in! 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

October 10 

Matthew 23 -24 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the greatest challenges of these quiet times is to reduce 2-3 chapters into 3 or 4 paragraphs.  The only 

way that is possible is to try and key in on one particular part of the scripture.  That particular part of today’s 

text would be prophecies concerning End Times.  

 

What I am about to give you is my personal opinion and I have close friends who differ greatly and if you do 

too that is ok, but I believe many will believe it like I do, so here it goes: 

 

1.  The Rapture of the Church. 

2.  The Antichrist arises as a great leader and enters into a 7-year agreement with Israel. 

3.  3½ years into agreement he breaks it and moves to Jerusalem, sets his image up in the temple and de-

mands to be worshipped. (The Great Tribulation now picks up) 

4.  At the end of these last 3½ years out of the 7 years, the Nations unite to fight against Christ. 

(Armageddon) 

5.  Jesus returns and defeats His enemies. 

6.  Now the 1000-year reign or Millennium will begin. 

7.  At the end of the Millennium there will be one final revolt, The Great White Throne Judgement. 
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Rodney Gardner 

October 11 

Matthew 25-26 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew 25:31-46 

It is comforting to hear the words – Jesus loves me but it is so much better to see or receive an act of love. To 

be thirsty and someone offers you a drink of water or to be hungry and someone offers you a meal.  

 

This parable is familiar and frightening because it is a vision of judgement and there are no in-betweens. There 

are two categories of people, those who will be on His right and those on His left. Those who love Jesus and 

those who do not.  

 

This is not a parable of salvation by works, spiritually is not defined by human compassion. To love God is to 

love others - to love is an act of worship. Loving in this matter is a fruit of the Spirit that dwells within every 

believer (Galatians 5:22-25) It is a blessing not on those who see the world’s needs, but on those who see their 

relationship with Jesus as an imperative to meet the world’s needs.  

 

The point is that if we love Jesus, human need will compel us to love by acting on meeting the need. To love 

Jesus is to minister to those in need of love. Love is seen clearly in the death, burial and resurrection of the One 

who gave His life that I might join with Him in showing the world this love.  

 

There is no greater joy than to love and be loved. 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

October 12 

Matthew 27-28 

 

 

 

 

After 29 years of pastoring Mount Zion Baptist Church I have told this story countless times.  It has been a part 

of every Easter, every Country Christmas, and almost every sermon.  It’s who we are, and it’s what we are.  

We can never ever get too far away from the Cross, the empty tomb and the Great Commission.  

 

The cross is where Jesus paid the price and purchased my salvation.  The empty tomb is where Jesus defeated 

death, hell and the grave and gave me resurrection life as He resides in me in the person of the Holy Spirit.  

 

However, it does not stop there, it’s now my responsibility to tell others and it’s called The Great Commission.  

Here is what that means both across the street and around the world! 

 

I am so thankful for my Salvation and the privilege of carrying out The Great Commission.  I am also thankful 

for the privilege of pastoring a church that is serious about this responsibility as well.   
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

October 13            

Mark 1-3                        

 

 

 

 

 

In the gospel of Mark Jesus bursts on the scene. Everything is happening immediately. In 1:22 we see that 

those listening to Jesus teach were astonished and by 3:6 they wanted to destroy Him. We see Jesus doing mir-

acles and teaching in such a way as to confirm that He is the Son of God. But in all the excitement, don’t miss 

the most important message of all; the gospel. The first words that Jesus preached are in 1:15. Since the time of 

Adam and Eve, man’s greatest need has been and to continues to be forgiveness of sin and to be made right 

with God. Now the only source of that forgiveness is here and if we turn from our sin and self and turn to Jesus 

Christ alone we can experience the greatest miracle of all, the forgiveness of sin. If you have not repented and 

turned to Christ alone for salvation you can do that now. If you have, continue to find strength in the fact that 

our Lord is the Son of God. 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

October 14           

Mark 4-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They came to Jesus and observed the man who had been demon possessed sitting down, clothed and in his 

right mind. Mark 5:15 NASB 

 

 

As I read our passage today, I cannot help but wonder what the demon possessed man thought when he saw a 

boat approaching the shore.  The demons inside this man possibly numbered into the thousands and they had 

this man firmly in their grasp.  But now, we see Jesus stepping out of the boat and into this man’s life.  When 

Jesus cast the demons out of the man, He demonstrated the power and the pardon of God.  Jesus cast the de-

mons into some nearby pigs.  Then we see the man clothed and in his right mind.  What a wonderful picture of 

salvation! 

 

 

While we might not have such a dramatic testimony as the man in our text for today, we do have two things in 

common.  Before we met Jesus, we were dead in our sins.  Secondly, once Jesus stepped into our lives we were 

forever changed.  Comparing what my life was before Jesus to what it is today-- clean, clothed, and in my right 

mind by the grace of God-- compels me to go and tell someone.  Let’s use this day to share our testimony with 

a lost world! 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

October 15 

Mark 6-7 

 

 

 

 

The scripture says in Mark 7:21-23, “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, forni-

cations, thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slan-

der, pride and foolishness. All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man.” 

 

In 2015, at 59 years old, my father had gotten into the best shape of his life. I’m not exaggerating when I say 

he literally looked like he had the body of a 30-year-old athlete. Dad looked great and was doing good until I 

received a phone call one day that dad had been placed in the hospital after suffering from a major heart attack. 

After a week had passed, my father had endured a quadruple bi-pass. This traumatic even changed the way dad 

viewed his health. His priority of fitness became the care for his heart. The heart plays a vital role in our bod-

ies. The heart pumps oxygen and nutrient filled blood throughout our bodies, and so, when the heart becomes 

unhealthy, our whole body suffers. It took the expertise of a cardiologist to address my father’s unhealthy heart 

condition, but also it took my father submitting his will to the medicine regiment, diet, and proper aerobic ex-

ercise needed to care for his heart.  Likewise, we must go to the Great Heart Doctor for our heart problems! 

God is the only one that can address our heart’s problems! God desires that we submit ever area of our lives 

and even the deepest desires of our hearts unto Him. No matter if you go to church, know a few scriptures, and 

can sing a few hymns from memory, if the glory of God is not the desire of your heart, you have heart prob-

lems! God doesn’t want habitual hypocrites; He desires devoted disciples! 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

October 16           

Mark 8-9 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I feel compassion for the people because they have remained with me now three days and nothing to eat.    

Mark 8:2 NASB 

 

 

Any time we read God’s Word, we should look for the things that matter to God. Jesus, in our reading today, 

has a large crowd following him. They have nothing to eat.  Jesus, in His compassion, performs a great miracle 

in the feeding of four thousand with seven loaves of bread and a few fish. While it is true that Jesus that day 

met the physical needs of the crowd, He was more concerned about their spiritual needs. 

 

 

 

I always enjoy going on our summer missionary trip to Costa Rica. The Bickel family and Faith Ministries 

each day feed hundreds of people, including many children, a simple bowl of rice and beans. 

That in its self would be very commendable, yet not necessarily scriptural. As these precious people eat what 

most likely will be the only meal for the day, they also receive the Gospel. The needs of the stomach can be 

met with less than one dollar per bowl, and the needs of the soul can be met by sharing how Jesus is the answer 

to our spiritual hunger. We need to be concerned and actively engaged in meeting the needs of people today. 

Let’s always be giving people, and always give in the name of Jesus. 

 

 

Prayer for today: Lord Jesus, please place someone in my path today that I can bless in Your name. 
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Middle School                      

Pastor 

Greg Ragsdale                                                                                                                                                                                   

October 17                                                                                                                                                               

Mark 10-11 

 

 

THE IMPOSSIBLE 

 

When I was a little boy my dad would take me out on the pier in Panama City Beach. There were gaps in the 

boards of the pier where you could see the ocean beneath you. Those gaps were approximately an inch wide, 

but I had it in my mind that I was going to fall through those cracks into the ocean and get eaten by a shark. 

You know as well as I do, that falling through those cracks was impossible. In my mind, I made what was im-

possible, possible. What God can do with the impossible is not just in the mind, it’s a reality. 

 

Mark 10:27 Jesus speaks of this truth, “Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But not with God. Everything is 

possible with God.” Jesus was in the middle of teaching on different subjects. The disciples went from just ask-

ing God questions to questioning God. Jesus reminded them that as long as we think of it from a human per-

spective it is impossible. When we acknowledge the power of God almighty, then the possibilities become end-

less.  

 

This is a teaching of Christ that we must hang on to and write on our hearts. If you are a follower of Christ, 

then you serve the God of endless possibilities. It’s a reminder we have no reason to fear, worry, or stress. 

Whatever is overwhelming you right now, just trust the God of endless possibilities!  

 

 Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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Children’s                    

Administrator 

Jennifer Harmon 

October 18  

Mark 12-13 

 

 

 

 

Focal Passage: Mark 12:29-31 

 

These verses are some of the first that I remember learning as a child. They may be very familiar to you as well 

yet may I ask you to read these verses in a fresh, new way today? Jesus said these where the greatest com-

mandments, to love God and love people. Our love for God is certainly necessary in enabling us to love others. 

Yet how often do we get too focused on just our love relationship with God and neglect the part on loving our 

neighbor as ourselves. The world around us, our friends, family and coworkers are not impressed with how 

much we love Jesus as much as they are in how we display real and genuine love for others. They are watching 

how we deal with difficult situations and difficult people. Is our way any different from the next person who 

does not know Jesus? How do we show genuine love and respect for fellow followers of Jesus? John 13:35 

states, “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” In every word and 

deed, are we displaying the love of Jesus in us?  
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Derek McFarland 

October 19  

Mark 14-16  

 

 

 

 

 

 

These few chapters of Scripture move fast. We see our Lord betrayed, crucified, and resurrect all within 2 

chapters. All of this is vastly important to our faith. My encouragement to you today is to let this story speak 

for itself. We have a God who loves us so greatly that He looked on His son and punished Him so that we may 

have life in Him. Wow! How great to know that there is a God who loves us that much, and is consistent in 

daily pursuing us and loving us. However, let this be a burden on your heart for people who simply read this 

story as just a story and not the life changing, real life event that has changed the path of our eternity. Grace is 

so sweet, but never forget the price that was paid. In the words of Dietrich Bohnhoffer “there is no such thing 

as ‘cheap grace’.” Know you're loved greatly and fiercely, by a God who is greater than our everyday problems 

and life’s great mysteries.  
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Tracy Wills 

October 20 

 Luke 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zacharias and Elisabeth were both found to be righteous before God. They followed the commandments of the 

Lord and walked with him. Yet here they were- old and barren. The definition of barren is bleak, lifeless, inca-

pable of producing, unable to support growth, not productive. Christians often find themselves in barren areas 

of life. We often question what we have done to deserve being incapable, lifeless, depressed, stagnant… 

There is no way for us, in our humanness, to give an explanation that would represent the purpose and plan that 

God, in his sovereignty, has for us in these times of life. Our human nature questions what we have done to 

deserve circumstances thrown our way. We never understand the process of God's plan until we are at the end 

of the journey.  

 

Later in this chapter, verse 20, we see that something bad DOES occurs to Zacharias because of his unbelief in 

the Angel of the Lord. He becomes mute until he decides to follow God's plan through the birth and naming of 

John. These cases, unexplainable and explainable were used for the glory of the Lord. Your bleak, lifeless, in-

capable, unproductive moments may easily be explained due to former actions or may be unexplainable on this 

side of earth. Do not let those troubles cause fear to fall on you as it did on Zacharias in verse 12. The Lord 

used Zacharias' barren moments and self-inflicted muteness just as He is using our own.  
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Hillary Folsom 

October 21        

Luke 2-3 

 

 

 

 

 

Imagine being Mary, having gone through all she had to deliver this child. She so loved this child and knew in 

her heart he was destined for greatness. Then Simeon says “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising 

of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against.” The pressure. 

 

What pressure in knowing that along with this greatness would come immense ridicule and persecution! Not 

knowing just how terrible the persecution would be, yet still she followed her path and did exactly what she 

was supposed to do for this child.  

 

How many of us can say we face down our fears and follow the path that God lays out for us?  Pray today and 

every day that we walk completely in His will. 
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Teresa Vice 

October 22 

Luke 4-5 

 

 

 

 

Luke 5:4-6,8, 10b-11  4When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water, and let 

down the nets for a catch." 5Simon answered, "Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught any-

thing. But because you say so, I will let down the nets." 6When they had done so, they caught such a large num-

ber of fish that their nets began to break. 8When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, "Go 

away from me, LORD; I am a sinful man. 10bThen Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid; from now on you will 

fish for people." 11So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 

 

I love the picture that is painted before us in Luke’s Gospel with the Calling of the First Disciples.  Can you 

imagine after toiling all night and completing the evening shift when someone calls out to you, “Go back to 

work, your ship is coming in”?  I can’t even imagine what Simon Peter was thinking as Jesus made this re-

quest.  Now let’s fast forward to today, when Jesus asks us to do something out of the ordinary.  How do we 

respond?  Do we expect the extraordinary?  That is exactly what Jesus did for Simon Peter and the other fisher-

men.  It is also what God will do for you and I if we are willing to cast our net and catch the vision.  We are 

called to be fishers of men, to seek and save the lost, and to be followers of Christ! 

 

Verse for the day:  19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 

surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  Matthew 28:19-20 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

October 23 

Luke 6-7 

 

 

 

 

 

I had planted a peach tree once, expecting it to produce some juicy sweet peaches in season. When the time 

came to collect my fruit, the only thing I found was rotten and infested peaches. As well, the tree had become 

diseased, causing the tree to turn black and die. That peach tree never produced any fruit worthy of consump-

tion, much more, it had to be cut down and burned. Sadly, the same will be said of so many on the day of judg-

ment. God has planted us, expecting us to bear fruit of lives changed by the Gospel. Instead, many will let the 

“overflow of the heart” (Luke 6:45) spew forth bitterness, discouragement, dissension, hatred, anger, and im-

morality. God intended for us to love Him and love others, producing life wherever we go by bringing the 

good news about Jesus. Our lives ought to be worthy of the Gospel we profess, bearing “good fruit” in season. 

Luke 6:44a says, “For each tree is known by its own fruit…” What kind of tree are you? What does your fruit 

say? 
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Mark West 

October 24 

Luke 8-9 

 

The message in this passage is deep, yet simple. It is summarized in the depth of your faith. 

Jesus says to the disciples, “Where is your faith?” 

 

Many times, we see other people going through storms in their life and wonder why they are not trusting God. 

I have witnessed people crumble under the weight of their problems. They become so overwhelmed with their 

present circumstances they turn their backs on God and run to the world. They turn to destructive behaviors 

and habits and look for what appears to be the easy way out. We tell them to be strong and trust God. Yet, 

when a storm comes into our own life we often feel that God is nowhere around.  Just like the disciples, we 

often panic and lose hope. We forget about all the ways God has been faithful to deliver us in the past. What 

we question in other people often becomes the very things we do. We easily become overwhelmed with our 

situation and feel like we are drowning in the sea of our present circumstances. 

 

Even in the middle of our storms, God desires us focus on Him. The storms we are in are often the very things 

that God uses to draw our attention back to Him. Whether it is the loss of a job, a wayward child, overwhelm-

ing bills, health problems, death, divorce, addiction, or day to day stress, God desires for us to look to him. 

God want us to acknowledge that he is in control. While we have no control over our circumstances, we serve 

a God that even the winds and the waves obey! Hillsong United sings a song called “Oceans” that speaks to 

this point. The song says: 

“You call me out upon the waters 

The great unknown, where feet may fail, 

And there I find you in the mystery 

In oceans deep, my faith will stand 

And I will call upon your name 

And keep my eyes above the waves 

When oceans rise, my soul will rest in your embrace 

For I am yours, and you are mine.  

Your grace abounds in deepest waters 

your sovereign hand will be my guide 

Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me 

You’ve never failed, and you won’t start now 

 

Did you catch the last line? “You have never failed and you won’t start now!” What an awesome reminder of 

God’s faithfulness. He sees the exact storm you are in and desires you to remember his past faithfulness and 

trust his future faithfulness! May today we be reassured in God’s sovereignty and faithfulness. 

Sr. High                   

Worship Leader 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

October 25           

Luke 10-11 

 

 

 

 

 

And He was saying to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore, beseech the Lord of 

the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.” Luke 10:2 NASB 

 

 

Ask any farmer and they will tell you that farming is hard work!  Farming consists of a never- ending cycle of 

sowing and reaping.  When harvest time comes, the laborers work around the clock until the job is finished on-

ly to start the process over again.  While I have never heard a farmer complain about harvest time, I do under-

stand that the job can be overwhelming and may require some help to ensure that entire crop or field is com-

pletely harvested. 

 

 

Today’s passage speaks of a spiritual harvest.  Evangelism is hard work just like farming.  Some days we work 

by planting the Gospel, while other days we might water the seed planted by someone else.  According to 1 

Corinthians 3:6, God will give the increase.  The greatest need we have in the Church today is people who are 

willing to sow the seed of the Gospel, and help reap a harvest of souls, wherever they may go!  My prayer for 

today is for fresh laborers to come along side those who have been faithful through the years in the evangelism 

ministry here at Mount Zion. 
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Rodney Gardner 

October 26  

Luke 12-13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke 12:4-7 every culture seems to be afraid of someone. The Hebrews feared and hated the Romans. In recent 

years the West feared destruction from the Soviets. Today, we are confronted with North Korea and Iran and 

its nuclear ambitions. We also have a drug epidemic and gang related violence in our major cities. 

 

But in our text we see that Jesus redefines fear, challenging us to look at things from God’ perspective. Weak 

is not to cover our heads and cocoon ourselves behind closed doors and be filled with anxiety, but to have a 

healthy respect for who God is. The One who is all powerful. By having a balanced view of God that changes 

our thoughts and behavior. When we do we will have view of others and circumstances in view of God’s love. 

We must not ignore physical threats and violence but we dare not ignore the One who holds our eternal destiny 

has a plan for each one of us. That plan begins with us relating to Him in a way that allows Him to speak to us. 

The lyrics of clear the stage help me to get God’s perspective. 

 

“So, clear the stage, make some space for the One who deserves it. Take a break from all the plans you have 

made and sit at home alone and wait for God to whisper. Beg Him please to open up His mouth and speak. 

Pray for real upon your knees until they blister. Shine the light on every corner of your life until the pride and 

lust and lies are in the open. Then read the Word and put to test the things you have heard. Until your heart and 

soul are stirred and rocked and broken.” 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

October 27 

Luke 14 -16 

 

 

 

 

I love the message of Luke 15!  Every true God-called pastor loves to preach about the lost sheep, the lost coin 

and the lost son!  Warren Wiersbee states, “this is all about the Joy of Finding, Returning and Forgiving.” 

 

Each one of these Parables increase in value as far as what is lost: sheep, coin and finally 

a son!  When Greg was about 5 years old we lost him at Six Flags Over Georgia.  It was one of the most terri-

fying moments of my life!   

 

I think in those few moments I experienced a little of God’s heart break over His lost children!  However, I al-

so believe I experienced the joy he must feel when someone is found (saved). 

 

I hope today your children, and grandchildren are all saved, but if not never stop praying for their salvation and 

return.  
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

October 28                                                           

Luke 17-18                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

After the rich young ruler walked away from Jesus, the Lord made a tough statement. It is easier for a camel to 

go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God. We can try to justify this, but 

Jesus meant what He said. We know this because when the people asked, “Then who can be saved” Jesus told 

them that with man it is impossible, but with God all things are possible. 

On our own it is impossible to be saved. Here in America we are the wealthy. It is so easy for us to be blinded 

to God and focus on the things of this world. But God can open our eyes so that we can see the truth and re-

spond to it. If you know that person that seems like they will never be saved, just keep showing them Jesus in 

your life and words and don’t give up. 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

October 29           

Luke 19-20 

 

 

 

 

 

When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it. Luke 19:41 NASB 

 

 

As Jesus made His triumphal entry into Jerusalem, He heard the shouts of “Hosanna” (Matthew 21:9) from the 

people.  He knew, however, that in just a few days these shouts would turn to “We have no king but Cae-

sar” (John 19:15).  While all of this must have been on the mind of our Lord, He was more concerned over the 

spiritual condition of the city of Jerusalem, and the nation of Israel as a whole.  Jesus saw how religion had 

hardened the hearts of His people.  While sacrifices were being made in the Temple, God, in the flesh, stood 

outside the gate ready to become The Sacrificial Lamb for all mankind.  The people missed it!  They missed 

who Jesus is, and why He came.  The next morning Jesus cleansed the Temple. 

 

 

One recent Sunday morning I was making my way from Bible Study to the Worship Center for the start of the 

second service, and noticed the traffic on Hwy 431 in front of our church.  Even though it was a Sunday morn-

ing, the traffic looked like any other day of the week.  I was reminded of the lostness of our county and coun-

try.  Sunday used to be a day of worship and rest.  Sunday is now looked upon as just another Saturday.  Reli-

gion and ritual have hardened the heart of America.  As I look at the spiritual condition of our nation, I’m 

heartbroken over how far we have fallen.  It’s time for the church to weep over our lost nation and pray that we 

return to the One True God, before it’s too late. 

 

Prayer for today: Lord Jesus, break my heart for what breaks Yours! 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

October 30 

Luke 21-22 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of Luke chapter 21, as with the parallels in the other gospel accounts, can be a bit confusing. It 

combines the prophetic accounts of the destruction of the temple in 70 A.D. with accounts of future events that 

will precede our Savior’s return. As perplexing as eschatology can be, we can be sure that God is in control 

and that Christ is coming soon! How will you fair at Christ’s return? Many will follow the same predictable 

patterns in life, like working for 30 to 40 years so that they can retire and live the “good’ ole life.” They’ll 

work hard for over half their life, so they can live comfortably for the remaining (FEW) years. Just a few chap-

ters back, Christ said, "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, 

he is the one who will save it,” (Luke 9:24) and in James 4:14b it says that our lives “are just a vapor that ap-

pears for a little while and then vanishes away.” Eternity is coming swiftly for all of us! Death is inevitable and 

yet, so many consume their lives with trying to accumulate trinkets that will more than likely wind up in the 

garage sales of our children and our grandchildren. I want to encourage you to ask God to shape and mold you 

in such a way, as to be ready for “redemption,” and not ashamed in Christ’s coming! 
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Danielle Thomas 

October 31 

Luke 23-24 

 

 

Do You Believe? 

 

Jesus told the disciples that He would be crucified, but would be raised on the third day. Many believed Jesus 

was the Christ, but when they saw him die on the cross, they doubted. Their hopes were extinguished. Pilate 

just saw Him as an innocent man. Herod saw Jesus as a miracle performer. The chief priests and teachers of the 

Law saw Him as a liar. 

 

Jesus willfully died on the cross, and on the third day, He did live again. The women were the first to see Jesus 

wasn’t in the tomb. No one believed them, but Peter wanted to know the truth. Several had encounters with 

Jesus and didn’t realize they were in the presence of Jesus until He revealed Himself to them. Jesus visibly 

showed His disciples He was real by having them touch Him. He did this by showing them His hands and feet. 

How many times do we ask to see God at work, but we don’t take the time to look for His work? 
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Middle School                      

Pastor 

Greg Ragsdale                                                                                                                                                                                   

November 1                                                                                                                                                                           

John 1-3 

 

 

EXPOSED 

 

Have you noticed how different things look in the dark? When we were kids laying in the bed in the dark eve-

rything looked like a monster. We were afraid of the dark as a child. As an adult people are drawn to the dark-

ness. The darker it is, the better I sleep.  

 

Jesus, in his teachings, often uses darkness and light to represent sin and truth. People often ask how close they 

can get to sin without actually sinning. That means they like hanging close to the darkness. They are more 

comfortable with the things of the world than the things of God.  

 

Jesus was talking about God’s great love and sacrifice for the world in John, Chapter 3. Then he began to ex-

plain what happens when people reject this great love. In verses 19-21 it says, “Light has come into the world, 

but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the 

light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth 

comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of 

God.” In other words, people stay near the darkness because they can get away with more in the darkness. 

 

Where is your heart? Do you hate the truth? Are you more comfortable around sin than you are around what 

pleases God? Do you avoid hanging with people who love Jesus because it exposes the truth about you? 

 

 Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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Children’s                    

Administrator 

Jennifer Harmon 

November 2  

John 4-5 

 

 

 

Focal Passage: John 4:10-13 

 

 

How important is water to you on a daily basis? Think through your daily activities, from the time you wake 

up until the time you go to bed. How often do you use water? Brushing your teeth, bathing, washing your 

hands etc. Water is critical in so much that we do daily.  We never really think about how important it is to us 

until we don’t have it. It is similar with Jesus. Jesus called himself the living water, which will cause us to nev-

er thirst again. How quickly we forget how much we need Him to live, to really live our life abundantly. We 

tend to settle for a dehydrated relationship with Him at times. We neglect Him and take for granted His pres-

ence. I am reminded of an “oldie” but a “goodie,” hymn titled I Need Thee Every Hour, “I need Thee every 

hour, most gracious Lord; no tender voice like Thine can peace afford. I need Thee, Oh, I need Thee; Every 

hour I need Thee; Oh, bless me know my Savior, I come to Thee. Spend a few moments telling God how much 

you need Him, the Living Water!  
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Derek McFarland 

November 3  

John 6-8  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In John chapter 6 we see one of Jesus’ most defining and incredible miracles. Jesus took 5 simple pieces of 

bread and 2 pieces of fish to take on the task of feeding 5000 people. Jesus took compassion on these people 

and fed them a meal that would sustain them for a few hours. However, in chapter 6, Jesus spoke of a different 

type of bread. A type of bread that “gives life to the world.” This is what Jesus did for us. While there are 

many things that will satisfy us for a short while there is only One thing that will sustain us for all eternity and 

that is the grace of Christ. We need this grace in our life to sustain us and to keep us for all eternity. However, 

for those of us who are in Christ this is an encouragement. We are loved greatly by a Savior who was broken 

for us. Love God, but also love others.  
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Tracy Wills 

November 4 

John 9-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We first see the disciples asking Jesus if it was the blind man's sin or the sin of his parents that caused him to 

be in this condition. If the disciples were asking this question, we can be certain that the rest of the community 

was pondering the same. Difficult situations are also found in the lives of those all around us. I love the re-

sponse that Jesus gives the disciples in verse 2. He says that the man was blind "so that the works of God 

should be manifest in him." God was going to use his circumstance to change the lives of others.  He then does 

the unexpected when he makes clay from his saliva and rubs it on the blind man's eyes. Unfortunate circum-

stances, unexplained questions, unexpected healing! The bible says in verse 7 that the man "came home see-

ing", later proclaiming that "I was blind but now I see".  This beautiful picture of salvation is carried on into 

chapter 10 where we see the story of the good shepherd and his sheep. 

 

 

Those that belong to the Shepherd know His voice and will follow Him. They will run away and not follow the 

voice of a stranger. The Pharisees did not understand what Jesus was telling them. He continues to explain that 

He is the gate (the way to the Father). He tells them that he lays down his life for the sheep and that He has the 

authority to lay it down and take it up again. Some said that He was demon possessed at this point. Others 

asked how a demon could open the eyes of a blind man. Jesus went on to proclaim that they do not believe and 

are not His sheep. We still see so many today that do not comprehend grace through faith. They still try to lean 

on their own understanding rather than trusting in the Lord. They do not believe because they are not His 

sheep.  I Corinthians 2:14 says- "But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 

foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned." 
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Hillary Folsom 

November 5 

John 11-12 

 

 

 

 

 

47 “If anyone hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge that person. For I did not come to judge 

the world, but to save the world. 48 There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; 

the very words I have spoken will condemn them at the last day. 49 For I did not speak on my own, but the Fa-

ther who sent me commanded me to say all that I have spoken. 50 I know that his command leads to eternal life. 

So, whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say.” 

 

Many people have tried throughout the years to interpret the Bible and put their own spin on its teachings. 

Now, more than ever, the world wants to twist and turn these words and make them fit their situation and be-

liefs. But, who can argue with these words? These words, put so plainly and clearly and earnestly, lead to eter-

nal life. No judgement, just truth…and eternal life. 
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Teresa Vice 

November 6 

John 13-16 

 

 

 

 

John 14:15-17 “If ye love me, keep my commandments. 16 And I will pray to the Father, and he shall give you 

another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever; 17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot re-

ceive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in 

you.” 

 

As we look at the promise in these verses we must be aware that the Holy Spirit only resides in those who have 

committed their lives to Christ and are being an obedient child of God.  The word Holy means: to be set apart 

from sin… so, if anything unholy is introduced to the Holy Spirit your conscience will not allow you to rest. 

 

If you are a Christian, the person of the Holy Spirit has been placed in your life to enable you to do and be all 

that God has saved you to be.  Do not become weary in trying to figure it all out… just look to the promise of 

the Comforter and rely on Him to instruct you in the things God has called you to do.  If you can live any way 

you desire and never feel your conscience, then your problem may not be that the Holy Spirit is not working, 

your problem may be that the Holy Spirit does not reside in you. 

 

Verses for the Day: “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you 

all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you. John 14:26 

“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” Psalm 119:11 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

November 7 

John 17-18 

 

 

 

 

The setting seems to change very quickly in these two chapters. In John 17, we find Jesus in an intimate mo-

ment, praying for himself, his disciples, and those that would believe in him “through their word” (Jn. 17:20). 

These men were Christ’s friends, followers, and family, people that you would want to spend your final mo-

ments with before your life fades. They were His loved ones and yet, as we move into John 18, Christ is be-

trayed and his friends, followers, and family abandon him. Jesus is arrested, sent to be questioned by the high 

priest, and then sent before Pilate only to be found not guilty, but condemned to die none the less. 

 

Have you ever felt alone? Betrayed? Abandoned? Unwanted? Jesus has! He, in His nature that was fully man, 

has understood the deep, deep pains of isolation and love given, only to be tossed as refuse. He knows our 

pains and hurts. Our savior experienced these things so that we don’t have to be alone and never experience 

what it is to truly be loved. “For God (SO) loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son…” (Jn. 3:16). 

Never question God’s unending and overwhelming desire to make those who are hurting, abandoned, and lost, 

to know what it is to be infinitely loved as family. We were all born betrayers of Christ and yet, God has given 

of Himself so that we could become His sons and daughters. When your feelings lead you to isolation, remem-

ber, God is waiting to embrace you, just as he embraced the cross for you.   
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Mark West 

November 8 

John 19-21                  

 

 

 

 

Although Pilot said several times that he could find no fault with Jesus, the crowd insisted on more punishment 

being dealt to Jesus. Ultimately, Pilot gave Jesus to the crowd because they wanted Him crucified. As Jesus 

was about to make His final statement, he said, “I thirst”. As He took the sour wine He said, “It is finished.” 

This entire passage really makes me reflect on some things that I have accomplished in my life and how hard 

the work or how tough the trial was. I also recall that when the hard work was over, the reward was great. At 

the time of Christ’s crucifixion, the people watching didn’t realize that when Jesus said it was finished, He did 

not mean that it was over. They had no idea that what took place on that cross was going to literally change the 

world. It reminds me of one of my favorite songs- “My Victory” by Crowder- which says: 

“Oh, Your love bled for me, Oh, Your blood in crimson streams    

Oh, Your death is Hell’s defeat. A cross meant to kill is my victory”                        

If it were not for the cross and the shedding of His blood, we would have no victory over sin. He drank the cup 

of God’s wrath until it was satisfied. The One who had no sin became sin for me. For you. For your children 

and grandchildren. For your friends. When Jesus said it is finished and took His last breath, terror must have 

come over the disciples They were so fearful that that went into a room locked all the doors because they 

feared that the Jews would kill them. It was absolutely terrifying to the disciples. They didn’t realize the mira-

cle that would take place in a few short days. 

Days after Jesus’ death, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and noticed that the incredibly heavy stone was 

rolled out of the tomb opening, and she realized Jesus’ body was missing. She immediately went back to tell 

the others, and two of the disciples ran to the tomb. They noticed that the linen that once covered Jesus was 

still in the grave, and they realized the face cloth of Jesus was folded and laid to the side away from the linen. 

As I said earlier, it was finished, but not over! In the song “Man of Sorrows” by Hillsong, they exclaim: 

See the stone is rolled away, behold the empty tomb  

Hallelujah God be praised, He has risen from the grave! 

Jesus wasn’t there. He was and is alive! He talked with Mary, and later that evening He showed up in the room 

where the disciples had hidden and said, “Peace be with you”. I know at first they had to be frightened. But 

that fear turned into an overwhelming joy that He was alive. God is so powerful that not even death could hold 

him; He is alive! I hope you see that without His suffering, death, and resurrection, we would have no hope. 

It’s not over! 

Pray and thank Him for the work that He has done in your life. 

Pray that He will you use you to share His word. 

Pray to Him that if you don’t know Him that He would reveal Himself to you.   

 

Sr. High                   

Worship Leader 
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

November 9                                                    

Acts 1-3                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

Look at what happened to those who were saved at Pentecost. They continually devoted themselves to being 

taught the word of God, to being around other Christians, and to prayer. No one was having to beg them to 

show up or to spend time praying. They had been changed as well. Is that true of you? Are you passionate 

about God’s word and His people? Do you pray regularly? If not, then there may be something to think about. 

Take a moment and think about what matters most to you. Is it the things of God or the things of this world? If 

it is the things of this world, what might you need to do to correct this? (see II Corinthians 13:5) 
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Rodney Gardner 

November 10 

Acts 4-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acts 5:41 Peter and John had been arrested and tried for proclaiming the good news about our Lord Jesus. 

They could not be silenced (4:20). In fact, the council including the High Priest observed the confidence of Pe-

ter and John (uneducated and untrained) and were amazed. As a result, multitudes of men and women were 

added to the church (5:14) 

 

After being flogged they were ordered not to speak in the name of Jesus, and were released (5:40). They went 

forth rejoicing. Why? They considered it worthy to suffer shame for His name.  

 

That’s the level of love the apostles had for Jesus. It’s also the level of love we to must have for Him. We 

know there is a benefit that outweighs the pain of suffering. Even though we may not have suffered as the 

apostles. I’m confident that if we should be that because of our great love for Him that we would also every 

day, in the temple and from house to house, keep right on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. Like Pe-

ter and John I cannot stop speaking about what I have seen and heard. 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

November 11 

Acts 7-8 

 

 

 

 

I was thrilled when I saw that today’s reading was my assignment.  My favorite all time  passage and sermon is 

Acts 8:26-40.  I have preached that message in Revivals and Evangelism Conference’s all over the State of Al-

abama as well as several other states.  

 

It’s the message about the Ethiopian Eunuch’s salvation and certainly space doesn’t allow me to go into great 

detail, but a committed soul winner (Philip), a convicted sinner (the eunuch), resulted in a converted saint.  

God called Philip, God convicted the eunuch, and faith and obedience created a Divine Appointment! 

 

The point is, we all have Divine Appointments, but we must be like Philip and answer the call.  Don’t miss 

your Divine Appointments God may have for you today.  
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Craig Reynolds 

November 12                                                   

Acts 9-10                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

We have all heard of the apostle Paul. Most of us know of his conversion. But what about Ananias? Not too 

many of us remember him. But look at what he got to do simply by obeying. He got to be the one to minister 

to, and by the power of God, restore the sight of Paul who would now view the world differently. When we 

obey God, it is always a big deal, but you never know just how big of a deal it may be. Be prepared to listen for 

and obey the Lord. He will use you to minister to and reach out to others as well. 

 

 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Minister of Admin. 

& Education  



322 

Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

November 13           

Acts 11-13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So Peter was kept in the prison, but prayer for him was being made by the church to God. Acts 12:5 NASB 

 

 

In his book “Sense and Nonsense about Prayer”, Lehman Strauss wrote the following: “It must be a frustrating 

experience for God to listen to millions of prayers that say nothing, ask for nothing, and expect nothing”.  Our 

reading today demonstrates that the church that was praying for Peter was an exception to that statement.  

Prayer matters!  Right prayer, really matters!  As children of the living God, when we pray in Jesus name, 

seeking His will, and believing His promises, prison doors can be opened.  The question for us today is this---

what have we brought before the Lord in prayer?  Was it superficial, was it selfish, or was it a prayer asking 

God to move in someone’s life as only He can?  Let’s use this day to renew our prayer life, understanding that 

when the Church prays, heaven moves and hell trembles.   
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

November 14 

Acts 14-16 

 

 

 

 

 

In Acts 16 Paul and Silas are placed in prison for casting out the hindering spirit of a slave girl. At the mid-

night hour, Paul and Silas had been praying and singing hymns to God when the Lord shook the jail and 

opened all the doors of the cells. When this happened, the jailer thought to kill himself because he thought he 

had lost all the prisoners, but when he realized that none were gone, he ran to Paul and Silas seeking salvation! 

Wow! Paul and Silas may have been the ones in the jail cell, but it appears that the jailer was the one really in 

prison! No matter the situation or problem, there is nothing so great that God can’t handle it. In one instant, 

God had set free Paul and Silas from prison and in another, the jailer from condemnation. Don’t worry and fo-

cus on the circumstances at hand, but be enamored with Jesus, lifting worship and praise, and trust that God is 

in control! 
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Danielle Thomas 

November 15 

Acts 17-19 

 

 

 

Lord, Where You Lead 

 

In today’s passage, we see Paul traveled to different areas sharing that Jesus is the Christ. Paul was being obe-

dient to go where the Lord led him. In Acts 17-19, Paul traveled to Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, Corinth, and 

Ephesus. In most of the areas where he shared, there was opposition. Paul shared from the synagogues with the 

Jews to meeting places of the Gentiles. 

 

In Acts 18:9, “the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision. “Do not be afraid, keep on speaking, do not be silent.” We 

are all to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. When the Lord says to go and tell, we are to be obedient. You may 

be called to share with your neighbor or someone on the other side of the world. What has God told you to do 

and what are you doing about it? 
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Pastor 

Greg Ragsdale                                                                                                                                                                                   

November 16                                                                                                                                                                    

Acts 20-22 

 

 

THE TOOL  

 

When I was little boy I loved hanging out with my grandad. Mom and Dad tried to make go to preschool in-

stead of staying with my grandad during the day. I went to preschool for maybe a week then I begged to quit. 

Yes, I was a preschool dropout. One of the things I loved doing with my grandad was learning to use his tools. 

He would put those tools in my hands and give me something to hammer or whatever he could let me do with-

out hurting myself. To this day I don’t pick up a saw, screwdriver, or a hammer without thinking of the one 

who taught me to use that tool. 

 

Paul taught us here how to use another tool. A tool that we should all have. The tool that God gives his chil-

dren to use under the power of the Holy Spirit. The tool of our testimony. Paul had been arrested and his life 

was on the line. They were looking for a good reason to kill him. All Paul had at that time was his testimony 

and it was exactly what God planned to use. 

 

When we are placed in difficult situations, and don’t know the answers to difficult questions the one thing we 

have is our personal story. No one can argue your personal experience with the Presence of God. My grandad 

may have taught me how to use a hammer, but my dad taught me how to use my testimony. The greatest tool 

you can teach your kids to use is their story. The scary thing, is when you don’t have a testimony. What has 

God done to change your life? Paul described his encounter with God by the command that was given to him 

in verse 15 of Chapter 22.  ”For you are to be his witness, telling everyone what you have seen and heard.” 

 

 Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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Administrator 

Jennifer Harmon 

November 17  

Acts 23-25 

 

 

 

 

 

Look again at the take note of the interactions between Paul, Festus and King Agrippa. Paul stresses that it's 

not enough to be enlightened in our minds of the truth of scripture, it must affect our heart. These that Paul was 

speaking to knew the scriptures, yet had not repented and turned from darkness to light. They showed no fruit 

of repentance. They accused Paul of being insane since he believed and was preaching what he knew to be 

true. Paul confidently stood his ground, sharing with his audience that he prayed for their heart change as well, 

for them to know God and follow Him wholeheartedly. What about you? Do you just know all about God, but 

don’t really know Him? Has there ever been a heart change? True repentance and fruit of that repentance? If 

so, will you share with someone today about how God has changed your life?  
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Derek McFarland 

November 18 

Acts 26-28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul was once a highly educated religious leader in the Jewish faith. He found his identity in that expertise; 

because of his deep knowledge, after Jesus confronted him, Paul could make all the connections between Jesus 

and the prophets. He was so convicted and his life changed so dramatically that Paul couldn't help but tell the 

people the gospel story no matter where he was. As Jesus promised, Paul found himself before the most influ-

ential rulers of the day. Even in that situation, Paul wasn't concerned about self-preservation. Instead of de-

fending himself, Paul shared about his background, his encounter with Jesus and his subsequent change of 

heart. Quite simply, Paul shared his story because it was all about Jesus. That should be our story as well. Eve-

ry defining thing about us should be summed up with the phrase “all about Jesus.” Does your life story say 

that? Is your life reflective of the same Gospel story that Paul preached about?  
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Tracy Wills 

November 19 

Romans 1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Paul writes this letter to the Romans declaring that he is unashamed of the gospel and discusses their sin prob-

lem.  He explains that we are ALL sinful and that we can only be made righteous through Christ. We both 

Christian and non-Christian fall into the same sin traps. We first see this in the perfect garden that was given to 

Adam. There he would worship the creator through this perfect creation.  Anytime we begin to worship the 

creation instead of the creator it leads to a distorted worship and life style. Worshipping the things that God has 

given us rather than worshipping the one that created it all is a trap that we all fall in from time to time.  We 

see all throughout the old testament that this happens repeatedly. People began to worship idols and not God. 

His wrath is made known. The wrath in Romans says that He will give us over to the lust of our hearts. Our 

natural tendency to sin separates us from God. We cannot make ourselves right or earn salvation on our own. 

In his loving kindness, God provided a way to redeem us through his Son Jesus Christ, who paid our sin-debt. 

 

 

Paul expresses in chapter 3:11-20 that it is through the law that we become aware or conscious of our sin. Yet, 

it is the GRACE of God through FAITH that we are free from it. When I first sat down to begin writing these 

devotions- I struggled. The enemy put the question in my head- Who are you to be writing a devotion for all of 

Mt. Zion to read? Are you worthy of such a great task just because you lead the children at Mt. Zion? I let that 

discourage me for a few weeks and then the Holy Spirit reminded me that we are all unrighteous. None of us 

are worthy of the grace that we are given. When you remind yourself that it is through God's grace that we 

are righteous and not through our works- it put us all on the same playing field. We all can find a part of 

ourselves in Romans 1:28-32. And we can ALL find ourselves in Romans 3:23-24 "For ALL have sinned, and 

come short of the glory of the God; Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus." Get out of the dug out- Cling to the redemption that frees us- shake the shackles of sin- and play 

ball on His team! 
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Hillary Folsom 

November 20       

Romans 4-7 

 

 

 

 

 

How often do you question your faith? When something happens that we can’t understand, when we experi-

ence something that shakes our footing, we question our faith. Faith is believing and trusting in Jesus and what 

he’s done for us.  What is enough? Enough to share the gospel? Enough to live each day showing His love 

lives in your heart? It’s not something to be measured.  

 

Abraham pleased God strictly through his faith, before he understood the rituals that the Jewish people would 

come to see as so important. His faith in God, his trust in God’s word and promise was enough.  
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Teresa Vice 

November 21 

Romans 8-10 

 

 

 

 

As I read the chapters of Romans 8 -10, I had to stop several times and refocus… My emotions were frayed 

from A to Z and I wanted to share it all, but the fact is: Romans10:8-13 are the events that must take place in a 

person’s life for them to be a child of God. 

 

• A person can recall the time and conviction on their life.  John 6:44 says: “No man can come to me, 

 except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.” 

• A person must ask Christ to save them.  Romans 10:9-10   9If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is 

 Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For it is with 

 your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and 

 are saved.” 

• I am a Christian – the desires of the heart are no longer the same; (You speak, act, go and do things to

 tally different than before.)  Romans 10:11-13 11As Scripture says, "Anyone who believes in him will 

 never be put to shame." 12For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile-the same LORD is LORD 

 of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will 

 be saved." 

 

Question for the day:  Do you know, that you know, that you know, that you are a child of God? 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

November 22 

Romans 11-13 

 

 

 

 

I don’t know how many times I have preached Romans 12:1-2 and I certainly don’t know how many times I 

have alluded to it during one of my sermons.  What powerful, potent words these are to the believer, yet I say 

with a broken heart how many people we witness doing right the opposite of these verses.  

 

The warning is, don’t let the world force you into its mold.  However, that is exactly what some are doing in 

the church today.  Travel ball, alcohol, immorality and even immodesty are just some of the ways we see con-

formation taking place.  

 

The only real way to avoid this tragedy in our own lives, our families and even our churches are by what Paul 

call transformation through the renewing of our minds!  The simplest definition of this process is this.  If the 

world controls your mind you are a conformer, but if God controls your mind, you are a transformer!  When 

you think like a transformer you will prove what is God’s good, acceptable and perfect will. 
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Mark West 

November 23 

Romans 14-16    

 

 

 

 

           

It can be so easy to get caught up in beliefs or doctrines that sound good but contradict the Word of God. We 

should question what we hear and cross-examine it with the Word. Through the years, I have heard many great 

sayings and quotes that are not from the Bible, but people have treated them as if they are. 

 

This passage talks about people letting others sway them to believe teachings that contradict the Bible or the 

right ways they have been taught. It says avoid them! So many times, I have seen divisive people get in the 

way of others’ Christian walks and provide council that is destructive for them. They completely lose their way 

because they let someone become a stumbling block in their life. It is so easy to be swayed if you are not 

strong in your faith and knowledge of the Word. 

 

Pray and seek God’s plan for your life, don’t trust everything that you hear. Search it out for yourself.  

Another question is: have you been the stumbling block to someone else? It’s easy to give our opinions to peo-

ple that are looking for answers. Are you giving Godly advice? 

Seek out the word and let God speak into your life! 

Pray to God that He would solidify your foundation in Him. 

Get in the Word and dig deeper so you can be a positive example in their times of uncertainty. 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

November 24 

1 Corinthians 1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever seen the sign that hangs in a kitchen, “bless this mess”?  Well, God may bless a kitchen that’s a 

mess, but this pastor believes He would never bless a church that’s a mess.  That’s why 82% of the churches in 

America are in decline because there are a lot of messed up churches. 

 

That’s what Corinth was, it was messed up!  Sexual immorality, drunkenness, tongues, and great division.  I’ve 

often wondered why churches name themselves Corinth Baptist Church.  What happened at Corinth is that 

wicked city influenced the Church, so it became a wicked church.   

 

Someone has well said, “the ship in the sea is natural, the sea in the ship is disastrous.”  The Church has been 

called to reach the world.  However, the Church has never been called to be like the world in order to reach it! 
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Rodney Gardner 

November 25 

1 Corinthians 5-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Corinthians 9:24 …Run in such a way as to get the prize. Imagine showing up for a marathon without ever 

running a mile. Athletes who do not train but still show up for the competition are in for an embarrassing time. 

 

  

The Christian life is a marathon that requires intensive training (discipleship). To not train is to become inef-

fective in our relationship with God. Spiritual growth does not happen by accident. We know that there are 

prizes awaiting those who finish well. For me to hear “well done” is enough but I also think about the eternal 

treasure – those who will be in heaven worshipping at the feet of Jesus because of the power of the Holy Spirit 

working through His followers as we become more like Jesus – faithful to follow Him in training until the end.  

 

What can be said if someone who praises God loudly but will not run the race? Jesus is intense, casual disci-

pleship won’t keep up with Jesus. That does not mean there is no grace for all our weaknesses- in our weak-

nesses He shows Himself strong. 

 

The point is we run the race fully dependent on Him –choosing to train through discipleship mainly buy the 

discipline of pour faith, listening to and obeying as the Holy Spirit leads. 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

November 26 

1 Corinthians 10-13 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Corinthians Chapter 13 is one of the most famous Chapters in all of God’s Word because of its special title.  

It’s known as the “Love Chapter”.  The world we live in today is love crazy.  We have a day to celebrate it and 

we have movies and books that seem to idolize it.   

 

The problem is God’s definition and the world’s definition are quite different.  Even the words are different. 

Eros is a Greek word for intimate love, Phileo is a Greek word for brotherly love, the word for Godly love is 

Agape. 

 

Agape love is a selfless, sacrificial, forgiving love and it is a love that last.  Every church should be filled with 

Agape love and it should go in two directions: love for God and love for each other.  Chapter 13 says without 

that kind of love we are sounding brass and tinkling cymbal… in other words, just a bunch of noise and that 

backs up what someone has already said, “People don’t care how much you know, until they know how much 

you care”. 
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

November 27  

1 Corinthians 14-16                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

We are a busy culture. But what are we busy doing? Don’t you hate the feeling of wasting time? It is definitely 

a bad thing to work hard on something that you are not passionate about. But when we are busy for the Lord, it 

is never a waste of time. If we spent twenty-four hours per day, seven days per week serving the Lord, not one 

second of that time would be a waste. If you are going to be busy anyway, then busy yourself in God’s work, 

then you can rest assured that you will never waste your time. 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

November 28          

2 Corinthians 1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

But whenever a person turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 2 Corinthians 3:16 NASB 

 

 

Our journey through the Bible for the year 2018 is coming to a close.  Starting with the book of Genesis back 

in January, we have seen the progressive revelation of God and his redemptive plan on each page.  Later, in the 

book Matthew, we see the Word Made Flesh, stepping into this world.  Now, to be truthful, the reason we 

know this is because we have accepted the Word, Jesus, into our heart.  The veil has been lifted from our heart 

and eyes.  We now see Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

 

 

Today, many a Jew and Gentile alike have a veil that obscures their view of scripture and who Jesus really is.  

This veil of darkness once covered my life as well and I struggled to make sense of eternity.  Only when I con-

fessed myself a sinner to Jesus Christ on February 17, 1991, was the veil lifted.  As we go about this day, let’s 

be thankful for our eyes being opened to the Word of God.  Also, let’s look for an opportunity to share Jesus 

being the fulfillment of the Word of God.  Who knows?  Today we just might see someone’s veil lifted!  
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

November 29 

2 Corinthians 5-8 

 

 

 

 

In 2 Corinthians 5:17-20, scripture tells us that we’ve been given “the ministry of reconciliation.” This is the 

message of the Gospel of Christ. God has entrusted us to go and tell others to “be reconciled to God.” In verse 

5 of Chapter 5, it says we’ve been given “the Spirit as a down payment.” (CSB) So, if God the Holy Spirit 

lives within us and we claim to have been changed by the same power that has resurrected Christ from the 

grave, does our life actions show that we are being faithful “ambassadors” with the ministry we’ve been given? 

We have a message that, supposedly, changed our lives and could change the world, but are we sharing it? In 

the 2002 movie, Spiderman, Peter Parker’s uncle Ben told Peter, Spiderman, that “with great power comes 

great responsibility.” Are we being responsible? Let’s get personal. How many of your family members that 

you say you love, have you shared the Gospel with? How many people, that you call friends, have you shared 

the gospel with? How many people who you are neighbors with, have you shared the gospel with? What about 

at your work? Eternity is coming quickly!  What are you waiting for? If God has given us something of this 

magnitude, let us be good stewards with what He has given! 
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Danielle Thomas 

November 30 

2 Corinthians 9-13 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Corinthians 12:9, “But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you; for my power is made perfect in  

weakness.” 

 

Paul had a lot of harsh encounters for the advancement of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, but he followed and did 

as the Lord led him. Paul was beaten, flogged, stoned, shipwrecked, and imprisoned. Yet still clung to the 

course the Lord laid out for him. Paul writes to the Corinthians, “He, (Jesus) was crucified in weakness, yet he 

lives by God’s power. Likewise, we are weak in him, yet by God’s power we will live with him in our dealing 

with you.” 2 Corinthians 13:4. We are to live like Christ. Our human weaknesses are made strong through 

God’s eternal power. Paul kept the faith. 

 

What about us? In 2 Corinthians 13:4, we are called to, “examine yourselves to see whether you are in the 

faith, and test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you - unless of course, you fail the test?” 

What do your test results look like? 
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Greg Ragsdale                                                                                                                                                                                   

December 1                                                               

Galatians 1-3 

 

DEAD TO ME 

 

 

When I was teenager, we would have a testimony service when we got back from camp. I remember one spe-

cific camp where each teenager that got up before me would talk about the music that were getting out of their 

life. Each one said, “I am only going to listen to Christian music.” I thought it was weird because no preacher 

at that camp preached on that, but each student wanted to give up something. As I sat there waiting on my turn 

to share I thought why is everyone saying what they will give up. It hit me! No one had to tell them what to 

give up. It was that their desires changed.  

 

Galatians 2:20 is a popular verse about how believers are crucified with Christ and no longer live. That means 

their old desires have changed. Paul’s advice to the Galatians is that Christ has set us free, so why run back to 

slavery? Don’t be a slave to your sin. Die to those desires daily. As those desires to please the flesh arise each 

day, kill them. Put them where they belong and don’t let them rule you. Let Christ rule you because he loves 

you. Those feelings of hate, feelings of slander, feelings of selfishness are not your friend. They are Satan’s 

tool to lead you back into slavery so that you will be trapped by your sin and not know the joy of the presence 

of God.  

We have been set free by the power and the love of the Cross. Why would we run back to the things that once 

enslaved us? The truth has set us free. How do I die to my flesh? First of all don’t feed it. Don’t give life to the 

flesh. Deny the flesh its nourishment; whether it’s what you watch or what you listen to. Feed the flesh the 

Word of God not what makes the flesh flourish. 

 

 Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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Jennifer Harmon 

December 2  

Galatians 4-6 

 

 

 

 

Focal Passage: Galatians 6:1-2 

 

 

We all stumble and fall into sin and sometimes we blatantly choose sin in our lives. As the body of Christ, we 

are taught to restore those around us caught in sin. But to be careful, that we will not be tempted ourselves. If 

all we do is hold judgements for those caught in sin, we see them headed that way and entangled in it, then we 

are not being obedient to God’s Word. When did we start believing that it was ok to just stand by and watch 

those around us struggle and do nothing? We should not enable them, by telling them lies that everything is ok, 

but we are instructed to apply ourselves in helping our brothers and sisters in overcoming. Showing love to our 

brothers and sisters in Christ is not helping them to escape consequences but we can encourage them as they 

face the consequences. We can help by keeping their struggles in confidence and showing them grace by help-

ing protect their reputation. This is how the body of Christ ministers to one another.  
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Derek McFarland 

December 3  

Ephesians 1-3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a stark contrast between death and life. Ephesians 2 explores the terrible reality for unbelievers. Using 

such words as “transgressions, disobedience, cravings of our flesh, and wrath,” these verses communicate that 

there is something dreadfully wrong with the identity and life experience of people who are not followers of 

Christ. What an appalling description! There is no worse condition than spiritual death. But hope emerges from 

the ashes of death in verse 4-5. Those who are in Christ are “God’s handiwork” meaning he has crafted some-

thing beautiful. But how could beauty come from desperation and ugliness? It is not because of anything that 

you or I could do. We are made beautiful by the grace of God through Jesus Christ there is nothing we can do 

its all Christ’s perfection that we are made whole.  
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Tracy Wills 

December 4 

Ephesians 4-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My days are spent teaching children, around 20 school kids throughout the week, around 65 on Sunday, and 

then the 3 that are stuck with me 24/7. It feels like half of my life has been spent trying to teach maturity, unity, 

living as a Christian while in the world and at home, and the character traits that are found when putting on the 

Armor of God. These things are found within chapters 4-6 of Ephesians. At church, school, and home I find 

myself modeling and teaching children how to treat annoying people, those that do not like you, braggers, bul-

lies, and all the others in between. It isn't always easy to practice what I teach and so I learn along the way. 

Age doesn't guard us against annoying people, those that do not like us, or bragging bullies. The lifelong lesson 

found in the book of Ephesians is to do your best to have unity through differences.  

 

When we look at the scriptures, we see that we should be rooted and grounded in love if Christ dwells in our 

hearts (3:17). His love for us surpasses all knowledge and in the same way we must love others. How wide and 

long and high and deep is the love of Christ (3:18)! Unity is easier to strive for when we approach these situa-

tions with the understanding that those in darkness have hardened their hearts and are alienated from the life of 

God (4:18). That is why we are commanded that while we are angry we are to sin not (4:26). Let no corrupt 

communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good and edifying, ministering grace to others 

(4:29). During these difficult situations, we are ministering to others by showing them grace and keeping the 

unity on our part. In chapter 6, we are told to put on the whole armor of God so that we will be able to stand 

against the devil. He is the opposite of unity. He is division, disarray, discord, strife, conflict, strain, and con-

troversy. Our battle is not with those that have hardened their hearts our battle is against the trickery of the 

devil (6:11). 
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Hillary Folsom 

December 5    

Philippians 1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that 

you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the 

fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God 

 

Paul is not only praying specifically for the people’s knowledge and understanding to increase, he is teaching 

them how to pray for each other. He is speaking to them about how to continue doing the good he had taught 

them, in his absence. He urges them to continue on, with a pureness in their hearts.         

 

Just as we take the time each day to read our Bible and ponder the words, we are to take time to quietly discern 

how to effectively pray for ourselves and others. Strive to continue growing and learning God’s word and its 

application in our lives.  
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Teresa Vice 

December 6 

Colossians 1-4 

 

 

 

 

The book of Colossians is worthy of an entire book of devotions in my opinion.  As I looked at these scrip-

tures, I kept going back to the familiar passage that we have all seen and heard a thousand times.  Colossians  

3:18-21: “18 Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives 

and do not be harsh with them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 

21 Fathers,[o] do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged”. 

 

Paul has shared in the last three and a half chapters the importance of Christ being FIRST, UNO, the # 1 in 

each of our lives and now he gives: “Rules/Instructions for Christian Households”.  I believe today that the 

family is Satan’s number one target of attack on Christians as well as non-Christians.  Today we see examples 

of this such as: one out of every two marriages ending in divorce, children of all ages are living in some form 

of abuse, alcohol and drug related crimes at an all-time high with the fatality rate climbing every day, and road 

rage that has escalated out of control.  The list could go on and on and more often than not, one of these stories 

is in our own families. 

 

What we as Christian’s should realize is that if Christ is number one, then every area of our life is under His 

authority!  My marriage, my children, my social activities and friends, my actions and attitude, are all His!  I 

am not saying that our families are going to be perfect, but I do know from personal experience that with pray-

er and following God’s direction as the book of Colossians shows us… God can change your family. 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

December 7 

1 Thessalonians 1-5 

 

 

 

 

People are always looking for the perfect church!  The problem is they simply don’t come in that category!  

Someone has well said “if you find the perfect church, don’t join it or you will spoil it.”  However, make no 

mistakes, some churches are better than others in being closer to the perfection model.  Thessalonica was cer-

tainly one of those churches. Put them alongside the Church at Corinth and you would see a very noticeable 

difference.  

 

Paul on at least three different occasions gave thanks for the people and the attitude of the church at Thessalo-

nica.  He was praising them for the way the church responded to his ministry.  

 

I believe Mount Zion Baptist Church would certainly fall into the category of a Thessalonian model.  I believe 

I can truly say as did Paul, a grateful thank-you to the Mount Zion Church Family for the way you have re-

sponded to my ministry; through evangelism, missions, celebrative worship, building facilities, hiring staff and 

embracing change.  Thank-you, thank- you, thank-you for being a Thessalonian church.  
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Mark West 

December 8  

2 Thessalonians 1-3 

 

 

 

 

The Thessalonians were alarmed by the false claims that the day of Lord had already come. Paul reinforces the 

events that must happen before the day of the Lord occurs. The first event is the rebellion of humanity against 

God, and the second is the man of lawlessness is revealed. Paul poses the question in verse 5: “Do you not re-

member that when I was still with you I told you these things?”  He encourages the Thessalonians to hold to 

the message he proclaimed to them.  The question posed in verse 5 is a great reminder for the church today.  

 

The scripture has given us a detailed account of what is to come! I do not know many people that use paper 

roadmaps anymore. We have cars with built in GPS complete with on-time traffic warnings to get us to our 

desired destination in the safest and quickest way possible. We plan our road trips to avoid highways, toll roads 

etc. We desire to arrive at our destination quickly and without any wrong turns. God has given us a roadmap 

that is more reliable than MapQuest, GPS, or Google Earth could ever be! The Bible is a road map of things to 

come. It is full of warnings and promises. It guides us on a path of righteousness. We have the greatest naviga-

tion tool for our life, but so many of us fail to read and follow the map! Our final destination is a life forever 

with Christ! 

 

How can we know God’s word and map for our life if we never read the Word and study the scripture? God’s 

word paves the perfect way for us to know him and know the path for our life. We must read the Bible and al-

low the Holy Spirit to reveal truth to us and strengthen our faith. It is vitally important to know the scripture, so 

you won’t be confused just like the Thessalonians. 

 

A day is coming when Christ will come for his church, and the ones left behind will be left to deal with the 

lawless one. Do not take the opportunity you have today to surrender to Christ for granted! Give him your all 

and everything! Pray for yourself and your family members. Let your ultimate goal be complete alignment 

with God’s heart. 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

December 9          

1 Timothy 1-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take pains with these things; be absorbed in them, so that your progress will be evident to all. 1 Timothy 4:15 

NASB 

 

The Apostle Paul, in writing to his spiritual child, reminds Timothy that ministry can be difficult. Paul under-

stands that false doctrine or false living has no place in the life of a believer or the church.  With this in mind, 

Paul is encouraging Timothy and the readers of this letter to get a little spiritual exercise.  Exercise requires 

discipline.  Just like the obvious results someone might show from working out in the gym each day, we 

should possess this same discipline with the things of God.  As we read and study God’s Word each day we 

will begin to show spiritual muscles.  Now, let’s add prayer, evangelism, stewardship, and missions to the daily 

workout and we will find that we are more conditioned than the day before.  

 

Paul warns in our passage for today that we are to “take pains” and be “absorbed” with what matters most.  

What consumes us today?  Let’s use this day to get back in spiritual shape.  Before long, our daily workout 

will be evident for all to see! 
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Rodney Gardner 

December 10 

2 Timothy 1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in-

struction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”    

2 Tim 3:16-17 

 

Paul’s spiritual son, Timothy, had been taught the scriptures by his mother and grandmother. The environment 

a child grows up in will affect their entire life. The behavior of a parent impacts their children’s perspective 

about themselves. 

 

We cheat ourselves when we do not access every book, every truth, every verse and every page for the promis-

es and commands God has for us. All scripture is profitable! Psalm 19:17 says, “The law of the Lord is per-

fect.” Proverbs says, “Every word of God is pure” (30:5). We cannot develop a righteous life apart from God’s 

Word. God calls you and I to act! The scripture is “given’ by “inspiration” through men which literally means 

“God –breathed.” Peter says, “Holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” (2 Peter 1:21) 

and were given to teach doctrine, reprove sin, correct false paths and instruct in godly living. Balance is the 

key. 

 

As believers, we consider what will become of our children and grandchildren if they follow in our ways. Our 

children should see us praying, reading the word and attending church. Whenever we are confronted with a 

problem or decision, our children should be hearing about the lessons and guidance we find in scripture. I have 

two wonderful kids (Blake and Savannah) that both love Jesus. I also have a new grandson (Jackson). It is my 

prayer that Jackson witnesses an example from his mom, dad and his pawpaw that leads him, grandkids and 

great grandkids to the ultimate example, Jesus Christ. 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

December 11 

Titus 1-3, Philemon 1 

 

 

 

 

Because of my age and tenure in ministry I can so relate to books like Titus.  I believe that Titus like Timothy 

was a young convert of Paul.  Both men had ministered with Paul and left with their own responsible mission 

field.  

 

Titus’ field was that of the Island of Crete, Paul saw in this young man tremendous giftedness.  However, he 

also knew that he would be severely tested both from within and without the church.   

 

This book is about how to be a spiritual leader and how to raise up other spiritual leaders as well.  Paul knew 

he was passing the baton of preaching and church building to these young men, but he had confidence in their 

ability to carry on in his absence.  

 

Again, I can so relate to Paul in this matter as I see myself doing this more and more like Paul, I too, have full 

confidence in the group coming on that will be able to carry on.  

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Senior Pastor 



351 

Dr. Craig Reynolds 

December 12                                                      

Hebrews 1-4                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

The Bible exposes us for who we are. When we compare ourselves to the scripture, we find ourselves coming 

awfully short of the glory of God. We stand totally exposed before God and we can’t hide anything from Him. 

But the same Bible that says, “for all have sinned…” also says “…whosoever shall believeth in Him should not 

perish but have everlasting life.” God allows us to see our sin so that we will see our need for Him. Thank Him 

today for forgiveness and if you have never been forgiven then turn to Christ and His completed work on the 

cross for salvation. 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

December 13           

Hebrews 5-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters the veil.      

Hebrews 6:19 NASB 

 

In ancient times, ship builders would design an anchor with the size of the ship in mind.  The anchor served as 

a way to secure the vessel in port against the constant waves that could ground the ship or dash it against the 

port.  Another purpose of the anchor was to use it in case of storm while out to sea.  By letting down the anchor 

as the storm raged, the ship would drag the anchor across the ocean floor until it snagged something.  Hopeful-

ly, this could save the crew and the ship if the anchor was not lost. 

 

Spiritually speaking, we have an Anchor that secures more than a ship--it secures our soul! 

We are anchored upward to Jesus Christ and He will never allow our soul to drift, in spite of the storm around 

us.  With Jesus in our hearts, we have a hope that will never fade.  This sure and steadfast hope comes because 

Jesus stands within the veil, as our High Priest, having made The Sacrifice, one time for all mankind.  Today 

we should be thankful for the Anchor of our soul! 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

December 14 

Hebrews 8-10 

 

 

 

 

I love these chapters! It shows us the old vs the new. Moses’ building of the tabernacle was only “a pattern” of 

the real, heavenly one. The old covenant could not provide a permanent reconciliation of mankind to God, by 

the giving of “goats and bulls,” repeatedly. Christ came to be our High Priest, reconciling us to God by His 

own blood, once and for all, thus entering the most Holy of Holies in the real tabernacle that is in Heaven, and 

He “sprinkled the tabernacle and all the articles of worship with blood” (Heb. 9:21), His own blood, that our 

sins may be forgiven! AMAZING! The old covenant called the people to remember the law and keep it, but the 

new covenant takes the burden off of humanity as God says, “(I) will put my laws into their minds and write 

them on their hearts. (I) will be their God and they will be my people. For (I) will forgive their wrongdoing, 

and (I) will never again remember their sins.” (Heb. 8:10-12) The law is like a mirror. It shows us how dirty 

we are, but we can never rub our faces on the mirror expecting to become clean. We must all bathe in the blood 

of the lamb to become as white as snow! What a day we live in, no longer held under the law, but under the 

love! Praise God for His AMAZING GRACE! 
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Danielle Thomas 

December 15 

Hebrews 11-13 

 

 

Faith 

 

I love the following verses to the song “Even If,” that is written and performed by Mercy Me… 

 

They say it only takes a little faith to move a mountain, 

Good thing a little faith is all I have right now. 

God when you choose to leave mountains unmovable 

Give me the strength to be able to sing it is well with my soul. 

 

 

In times of trouble we need to remember who God is, our Creator. Hebrews 11:3, “By faith we understand that 

the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made of what was visible.” God is 

faithful and wants what is best for us according to His perfect plan. Hebrews 12:15, “See to it that no one miss-

es the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.” 

 

As humans we can choose to become bitter in life when it doesn’t go as we planned it. Remember God’s plans 

are best. Hebrews 12:1 says, “let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and 

let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.” The past is the past.  God has plans for a wonderful 

future. Are you running the race or just watching on the sidelines? 
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Greg Ragsdale                                                                                                                                                                                   

December 16                                      

James 1-5 

 

 

COUNT IT JOY 

 

There are a lot of things we consider joyful. A day on the lake away from work sounds pretty joyful to me. We 

get a lot of joy out of watching the kids have a good time, but trials and joy typically don’t go in the same sen-

tence. I can’t help but think of a woman who longs to be pregnant even though she knows her body will never 

be the same after. She knows while she is pregnant she will have emotions that she can’t control, and giving 

birth will be a pain she will never forget. None of that matters, because she can count it joy when she holds that 

child for the first time or when that child calls her mommy the first time. It makes the pain all seem like noth-

ing in comparison. 

 

James was writing to those who had scattered all over the country spreading the gospel. He didn’t have a clue 

all the trials they were facing but he knew the end result. He knew they could count it joy because they were 

part of a plan that was bigger than themselves. He was reminding them that their Faith was going to be tested 

in many ways, but let’s be clear about the difference in trials and temptation.  

 

Your faith is going to be tested in the way you respond to the truths of God’s Word. Your faith is going to be 

tested in the way we treat one another no matter how they are dressed or how they look. It is also going to be 

tested in the way you talk to people and about people. Your faith is tested by your temperament and attitude. 

These tests are not to make you fail but to make you faith flourish and grow. So, count it joy when your faith is 

put to the test and live out loud! 

 

 Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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Children’s                    

Administrator 

Jennifer Harmon 

December 17 

1 Peter 1-2 

 

 

 

 

Focal Passage: 1 Peter 2:1-3 

 

I was taught that when you see a “therefore” in the Bible that I should find out what it is there for by reading it 

in context. Read 1 Peter 1:22-25. These verses teach us that in obeying the truth we may have sincere love for 

each other, love one another deeply, from the heart. We are born again, different from the world, set apart and 

we are to be enduring with one another after all, we are all like the grass, we will whither and fall but what 

God has said and done in and through our lives will endure forever. His truth that enables us to love deeply 

when we obey it. Then verses 1-3 in Chapter 2 shares that because of this, in relation to the previous truths 

shared, we are all to rid ourselves of malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy and slander of every kind. These things 

will hinder the work of God’s Word in our hearts and lives. Harboring and clinging to these things will keep us 

from experiencing and giving sincere love, making us unable to love deeply. Spend some time examining your 

heart and life and pray to ask God to show you these things that need to be rid of in your life. Our goal is to be 

rid of these things so that we might grow up in our salvation.  
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Derek McFarland 

December 18 

1 Peter 3-5  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In these chapters of 1 Peter we see a common theme of this idea of living for God. Chapter 4 captures this pic-

ture perfectly. There was much suffering happening to the recipients of Peter’s letters and these letters are a 

plea and an encouragement for them to keep living for Christ, to be set apart. These are so true today. There is 

much sin in our culture now and Christianity is not the norm as it pertains to religion or even societies moral 

code. As our beliefs and morals have become more liberal and lenient; God’s word does not change. We are 

still called to live for God apart from the things of this world. So, challenge yourself today… are you living for 

God? You’re always following something. What is it that you’re following? Follow Christ, embrace His love 

and in turn, love the world but do not live in it.  
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Tracy Wills 

December 19 

2 Peter 1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter is wanting us to grasp that the foundation of our faith is the inspired Word of God. He was around to hear 

the actual words, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased". He knows that his readers will 

not have these eye witness accounts making the foundation of God's word of upmost importance. (1:17-18) 

False prophets were abundant during Peter's time and will always be a continuous threat to God's people. 

These scriptures remind us to look towards the foundation of our faith, the Word of God, as a guide for the 

things that we learn and are taught. We would never allow a terrorist to become a part of our home, school, 

church, or community. We would guard against their tactics and protect ourselves and loved ones from the 

danger of their company. Yet, there are terrorist of another kind among us, false prophets that promote heresy. 

Guard against their teachings! Study to know whether or not a particular teaching or belief lines up with God's 

word. Do not believe things just because you are taught them but because you can attach them to the founda-

tion of your faith, the Word of God.  

 

 

John MacArthur (The MacArthur Study Bible) writes, “Nothing is more wicked than for someone to claim to 

speak for God to the salvation of souls when in reality he speaks for Satan to the damnation of souls.” Those 

who promote heresy are the ultimate terrorists in that they deceive people to follow a path that leads to the eter-

nal terrors of hell. 
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Hillary Folsom 

December 20    

1 John 1-3 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the Bible we read of the effects of the world and of how we are to turn from the wicked and set our 

eyes and our hearts on God’s word, on His promises.  

 

The reason for this writing is a call to action, to not let the words go unsaid. The one call to action, we as 

Christians, have been given is to share His word. For all the good we’ve seen and experienced, we are called to 

share with our brothers and sisters and with the world. In the last days/hours we are to share this light we 

know.  Trust in the truth. 

 

18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 

 

19 This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence: 
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Teresa Vice 

December 21 

1 John 4-5 

 

 

 

 

As I considered that Christmas would be four days away in our reading plan I knew exactly what the key   

scripture would be:  I John 4:9-10 “9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only 

Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved 

us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  It is made perfectly clear in these verses that God’s 

gift to us is His Son, Jesus. 

 

We receive and give many gifts each year and sometimes there is a lot of thought put into these gifts, other 

times is like, let’s just get this done and over with.  However, the gift of love is something very precious and 

special.  I am not sure that when we read these verses that we on this side of Heaven can even begin to under-

stand no matter how we try.  You see, this gift of love that was given over 2,000 years ago was not given out of 

any response of our love.  It was God’s perfect gift, you may say, “the gift that keeps on giving,” and it is also 

the gift that would bring salvation through Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. 

 

Question for the day:  Where would we be without God’s true gift of love? 
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Jeremy Tuiolosega 

December 22 

2 & 3 John, Jude 

 

 

 

 

Jude’s words in verses 18 & 19, sound so familiar and alarming! “… ‘In the end time there will be scoffers liv-

ing according to their own ungodly desires’ These people create divisions and are worldly, not having the Spir-

it.” This sounds a lot like the world we live in today! We live in a world today that is wrought with people who 

create divisions. So many people live with themselves as the center of their world. Subjective morality, the self

-determining of right and wrong for individuals, has run rampant. Each person’s good has begun to clash with 

what others call good. It is right, in their own eyes, to seek self-pleasure, hedonism. The problem comes, 

though, when it becomes good for the person across the street to take what his neighbor has because he has the 

power and means to do so. If it is good for him, then his morals clash with his neighbors, and therefore, divi-

sions are caused. The same could be said of racial hatred, sex slavery, political divisions, social injustices, and 

so on. We need a world built upon love! Not the love the world defines, but the “Love” that is God’s Love to 

the world, Christ crucified! The only answer to a world in chaos is not more laws and legislature, in which only 

addresses the external problems, but it is a heart in love and on fire for God through Jesus! Be unified as the 

Body of Christ and be about Kingdom work, telling others about Christ! 
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Mark West 

December 23 

Revelation 1-2                        

 

 

 

 

In verse 17 of Chapter 1, John says that he saw Him, and he fell at His feet. He lays His hand on John and says, 

“Behold I live forevermore,” and that He had the keys to death and Hades!! 

 

Contrast that to Chapter 2 verse 7: We learn that the one who conquers (the ones who are saved that persevere 

to the end) would be granted to eat of the tree of life. Remember back to the garden of Eden, there were 2 trees

- the tree of life and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. When they had eaten of the tree of good and evil, 

God cut them off the tree of life. It’s so awesome that when He is talking to John, He wants him to know that 

He offers everlasting life to us again! He uses what was from the beginning to grant us life in the end. 

 

Jesus is simply saying that the ones who follow Him until the end of their days will restore their original cove-

nant with Him. That should leave us with great hope and a fire in our bones to fight the fight and be found 

blameless on the day that He returns. We should have great hope to know that He is waiting on us to be with 

Him and to give us the life that never ends. Hold fast to your faith in Him because one day soon you will be 

united with Him forever. 

Stay on the path. 

Guard your heart from straying. 

Put on the armor of God daily. 

He is waiting! 
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

December 24                                                         

Revelation 3-5                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

Our culture truly pushes self-esteem and how ok we are regardless of our lifestyles. We are supposed to love 

ourselves and accept who we are, not changing anything. The world wants you to think that everything is ok 

and that we have it all together. But no matter how wealthy or healthy we are, outside of Jesus we are spiritual-

ly dead and facing an eternity in hell. Only when we embrace the cross as our hope can we really face each day 

and say, “I’m ok.” 
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Rodney Gardner 

December 25                                                                                                                                          

Revelation 6-8 

 

 

 

 

 

Revelations 7:9-16  

Our Lord’s mandate is to “go into the entire world and preach the Gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15) 

 

We are a blessed people to be a part of a New Testament church that takes this mandate seriously. What a priv-

ilege it is to serve on the mission field locally and globally.  

 

John takes us into the throne room of heaven and we get a picture of the fulfillment of Jesus’ mandate. We see 

a multitude from people from every tribe and tongue- all nations, just as Jesus said .The gospel spread from 

Jerusalem to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). Jesus, our Shepherd, is present supplying all needs. And all fall 

down God in worship and song. What a breathtaking picture this is! They stand before the throne and in front 

of the Lamb, our Mediator.  Think about this- the throne of God would be inaccessible to sinners if were not 

for a Mediator. They are dressed in white robes and waving palm branches as victors.  

 

Having come through the tribulation we are reminded that nothing shall separate us from the Love of God. 

They sang praises to the Father and to the Lamb and all present around the throne joined in. 

 

For now we live in a world divided with racial prejudices. If God’s heart reaches out to the whole world, then 

our hearts need to as well.  

 

If you have never trusted the Lord, do so now. If you have then lets continue sharing the good news of salva-

tion that they too can join with the heavenly host in worship and escape the wrath of God to come. 
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Dr. Garry Ragsdale 

December 26 

Revelation 9-11 

 

 

 

 

Well today is my last assigned devotion for this book.  I certainly get to end on a great topic and as a matter of 

fact one of my favorites in the book of Revelation, “The Two Witnesses.” Revelation 11: 3-12 

 

Now I assure you there has been a lot of speculation about who these two witnesses are and that’s really all I 

can do is speculate.  However, because of Hebrews 9:27 “it is appointed unto men once to die…”, I believe 

these two are none other than Elijah and Enoch because neither of them died their first time on earth.  

 

They came to preach and were persecuted and killed.  The beast puts them on display for the entire world to 

see (CNN), but after three and a half days, they will come back to life and ascend into heaven while the world 

watches.   

 

This time the world will watch: death, resurrection, and ascension as it is played out on every media outlet 

around the world.  Of course, we will watch all of this from Heaven!  We will have the “best seats” in the 

house”. 
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Dr. Craig Reynolds 

December 27                                                         

Revelation 12-13                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

Satan is real, and he is always accusing us as God’s children. He loves to point out how we come up short in 

our Christian walk and how unqualified we are for service to God. But in Christ we are equipped for every 

good work and because of the work Jesus has done in our life we can be sure of that. So, when Satan makes 

you feel like a failure because of your works, remember the facts based on the blood of Jesus. We are accepted 

by God because of Jesus and you can rest in that once you have turned to Jesus alone for salvation. 
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Rick Nabors                                                                                                                                                        

December 28          

Revelation 14-16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called Har-Magedon.                                        

Revelation 16:16 NASB 

 

While touring the Holy Land, I had the privilege to stand atop Mount Carmel.  The view is nothing short of 

amazing.  As you look eastward there is a large valley that we know as Megiddo.  The word Megiddo means 

“place of slaughter” and it is where all the nations will gather to wage war against Israel and even God Him-

self.  The Bible teaches that we, as the church, will witness this battle.  It will not be much of a battle, however.  

While it is thrilling to think about our God and Savior displaying such power and might by simply speaking the 

Word; it’s heartbreaking to imagine so many people who never accepted Jesus as Savior receiving punishment 

for their rebellion of sin. 

 

While we stand on this of side of eternity, we need to understand that one-day Jesus will put to an end the 

problem of sin.   Heaven awaits those who place their faith and trust in Jesus, and Jesus alone.  Sadly, those 

who reject this same Jesus will face punishment in the Lake of Fire for all eternity.  Knowing how it all ends, 

we should be motivated to tell someone about how to avoid being in the wrong army.  

 

Prayer for today: Lord Jesus, as You tarry in coming to judge this world, please allow me to enlist people from 

all nations into Your Army before it’s too late! 

 

 

PERSONAL NOTES: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Minister of                         

Worship 



368 

Jeremy Tuiolosega 

December 29 

Revelation 17-18 

 

 

 

 

The Harlot, false religion, will culminate in destruction, as will Babylon, the world’s economic and political 

system. God will “carry out His plan” (Rev. 17:17)   and see that His words are “fulfilled.” How many people 

have sought another way in salvation, only to find out that there never was another way? How many people 

have put their hopes in a counterfeit Christianity, in the power of politics, or in the boast of their bank ac-

counts? God says in Isaiah 42:8, “…my glory I give to no other.” Anything that is not built upon Christ, the 

Rock, will fall! It doesn’t matter how good you try to be, apart from Christ, all is vain! It doesn’t matter if the 

whole world is unified as one, in religion, economy, and government, it is but as futile as a tea cup trying to 

contain the ocean, in stopping God from accomplishing His will! God is Sovereign and in control and so, we as 

God’s children can rest in the victory that God has already set in motion. The end is coming quickly, and God 

will bring down that which boasts mightily apart from Himself and bring judgment to all opposition. Which 

side of the path do you stand on? The broad way? Or, the narrow? 
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Danielle Thomas 

December 30 

Revelation 19-20 

 

 

 

Where is your Name? 

 

In these passages of scripture there is rejoicing, praising, and the defeating of evil. Jesus conquered death. HE 

defeated Satan. 

 

In Revelation 19:9a, it says, “Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!” As born 

again, followers of Christ, also known as the Bride of Christ, we are invited to the wedding supper. How amaz-

ing is it to know who you are in Jesus! 

 

On the day of judgement, we will all stand before the throne and give an account. In revelation 20:12b, 15- “… 

and the books were open. Another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. Vs. 15, if anyone’s name was 

not found written in the Book of Life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.” 

Which book will your name be found? If you are not 100% sure that your name is in the Book of Life, then 

that is easily solved…. 

1. Admit you are a sinner 

2. Believe that Jesus died for your sins and purchased a place in heaven for you 

3. Repent of your sins 

4. Ask Jesus to come into your heart 

5. Follow His Word from this point forward 

 

Where is your Name? 
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Middle School                      

Pastor 

Greg Ragsdale                                                                                                                                                                                   

December 31                                                                                                                                                                         

Revelation 21-22 

 

 

IT’S YOUR CHOICE 

 

How many times have you heard a preacher say, “I’ve read the end of the book and I know how this turns 

out?” Well, now, so have you! Here we are at end of the Revelation and we get a good summary of who Christ 

is and a glimpse into the heart of God. Revelation 21:6-7 Jesus said, “It is finished! I am the Alpha and the 

Omega—the Beginning and the End. To all who are thirsty I will give freely from the springs of the water of 

life.  All who are victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be their God, and they will be my chil-

dren.” 

 

It’s your choice! If you want God, then God has no problem allowing us to drink fully from his well of grace, 

his well of mercy, and his well of love. We have lost sight of how precious it is to be called children of God. 

For every moment you feel beat down by the corruption of this world just remember we are victorious as chil-

dren of God. He was there for us in the beginning and he will be there in the end. He has walked with us 

through darkness and revealed himself in the light. You don’t have to be good enough to enjoy the work of 

God in your life. He gives it freely, but you have to be willing to allow God to be God in your life. It’s your 

choice!  

 

The other choice is verse 8, “But cowards, unbelievers, the corrupt, murderers, the immoral, those who practice 

witchcraft, idol worshipers, and all liars—their fate is in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second 

death.” We can live defeated or we can live victorious. We can drink from the well of the overcomer or sink in 

the sea of our sin. It’s your choice, but I say to all who are thirsty for love and mercy. Come and drink! That’s 

why Christ came, so we could drink freely from the well of everlasting life. 

 Living in His Grip,  

Greg Ragsdale 
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